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Notes and activities
The British Society of Gastroenterology

The Autumn meeting of the British
Society of Gastroenterology was held in
the delightful Scottish setting of Aviemore
on 30 September, 1 and 2 October, under
the presidency of Professor J. C. Goligher.
On the first day there was a teach-in on
gallstones, with simultaneous sessions
being held by the pathologists' group and
the radiologists' group. This was followed
by the BSG teaching session, which in-
cluded a symposium on the management
of patients with obscure gastrointestinal
haemorrhage. The main sessions were on
coeliac syndromes, biliary disease, poly-
peptide hormones and small intestine,
with the general plenary session. The
Arthur Hurst Memorial Lecture was given
by Professor J. C. Goligher on 'Current
trends in the treatment of rectal cancer'.
At the BSG business meeting three
honorary members were elected-Sir
Francis Avery Jones, Professor Viktor
Mutt, and Professor Alan Hofmann-and
83 ordinary members.
The following elections were also made:

next President Elect: Dr W. Sircus
(Edinburgh), who takes office in Septem-
ber 1977; Joint Secretary: Professor M.
Hobsley (London), jointly with Dr D.
Barnado; next Sir Arthur Hurst Lecturer:
Dr J. Fordtran (USA); First BSG Re-
search Award Winners: Dr. B. S. Drasar
(PHLS,Colindale, seconded to theLondon
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine)
and Dr. S. Bloom (Royal Postgraduate
Medical School). New Corresponding
Members: Professor Jergen Rask-Madsen
(Denmark); Dr Themistokles G.
Kanaghinis (Greece), Professor W. M. M.
Classen (W. Germany), Professor J. C.
Rambaud (France), Dr R. C. Mitra (India),
and Professor J. F. Rehfeld (Holland).
The Annual Banquet was held in the

best Scottish tradition of hospitality,
under the felicitous presidency of Pro-
fessor J. C. Goligher, who introduced the
new President, Dr. G. Watkinson.

Hospital Posts in Paris and Lyon, 1977-
1978

A number of hospital posts in Paris and
Lyon are offered each year to foreign
doctors by the College de M6decine des
Hopitaux de Paris and the Direction
Generale des Hospices Civils de Lyon
under the following conditions. Appli-

cants must be under 35 years of age,
speak fluent French, and have had at
least two years' hospital experience after
registration. They must also provide evi-
dence of acceptance by a French teaching
hospital department in one of these two
towns. Details may be obtained from le
Conseiller Scientifique, 41 Parkside,
Knightsbridge, London SWI.

Asian-Pacific Society for Paediatric
Gastroenterology

At the 2nd Asian Congress of Paediatrics
held in Jakarta earlier this month an
Asian-Pacific Society for Paediatric
Gastroenterology was established. The
Society hopes to 'promote cooperation
between workers interested in the field of
paediatric gastroenterology in all countries
of the Asian-Pacific region for the
benefit of children'. Dr Michael Gracey
has been elected President and the
Secretary is Dr Sunoto. The address of
the Secretariat is Dr Sunoto, c/o Depart-
ment of Child Health, University of
Indonesia, Salemba 6, Jakarta, Indonesia.

Bologna Symposium
The Second International Symposium on
Gastroduodenal Pathophysiology and
Diseases will be held in Bologna, Italy,
on 11 and 12 March 1977, under the
sponsorship of the Italian Society of Gas-
troenterology. The programme includes
symposia on gastric surface epithelium in
man, gastroduodenal secretions and motil-
ity, and management of gastrichypersecre-
tion andrelated diseases. Details from Pro-
fessor L. Barbara, Cattedra e Servizio di
Gastroenterologia dell'UniversitA di
Bologna, Policlinico S. Orsola, 40138
Bologna, Italy.

Postgraduate Course on Liver and Its
Diseases

This course will be held at Pahlavi
University, Shiraz, Iran, from 30 April to
2 May 1977. A course on pathology of the
liver by Dr. G. Klatskin will be included.
The course will be followed by a multi-
specialty biomedical congress from 3 to
5 May 1977. Abstracts for the latter
should be submitted by 30 November
1976. Details from Dr. T. Fakouhi,
Director, 8th Pahlavi Medical Congress,
Pahlavi University, Shiraz, Iran.

Books
Progess in Liver Diseases Vol. V H.
Popper and F. Schaffner. (Pp. 733;
illustrated. £27-85) Grune and Stratton:
New York. 1976.
This is the fifth volume of a series covering
recent developments in the field of liver
disease. Each volume describes recent
advances and gives anexcellentpanoramic
view of developments. The selection of
topics is particularly good and reflects
the high intemational standing of the
editors as scientists and clinicians. Atten-
tion must be drawn particularly to the
chapters on scanning, electron micro-
scopy, on stereology of the liver, on
drug-induced liver disease, on gallstone
dissolution, and on hepatic coma. The
authors provide world-wide coverage
coming not only from the USA but from
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany,
Italy, Finland, Mexico, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Taiwan, and the United Kingdom-
truly international representation. This is
abeautifullyreproduced book with illustra-
tions of a very high standard. This makes
it seem costly but it must certainly find a
place in every hospital library.

S. SHERLOCK

Modem Topics in Gastrointestinal Endo-
scopy By K. F. R. Schiller and P. R.
Salmon. (Pp. 342; illustrated: £l1l50.)
William Heinemann Medical Books:
London. 1976.

In 19 essay-reviews, this book widely
covers its subject. The aim of the editors
to meet the needs of clinicians is attained.
The style and quality of the informa-

tion inevitably varies between sections
and, personally, I would have preferred
greater editorial intervention in each to
the critical postscript for which the
editors opted.

Certain contributions are outstanding.
These are as follows: a massive treatise on
fibreoptic physics, by H. H. Hopkins,
almost a monograph in itself; a critical
appraisal of the diagnosis of mucosal
stomach cancer, by W. Roesch, with a
welcome examination of the limitations of
application of Japanese work; an authori-
tative and superbly illustrated account of
colonic polyps, by C. Williams and R. H.
Riddell; and a pragmatic and informative
one on hazards by K. F. R. Schiller and
B. J. Prout. Other sections which, while
less brilliant, are good and informative
are those on patient care, upper ali-
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836 Books

mentary bleeding, histopathology inter-
pretation, ERCP and laparoscopy.

This is the only book in the field with
this scope and approach. It is worth more
than its price and should be purchased not
only by general and departmental libraries
but by individual doctors concerned with
alimentary endoscopy. Maximal advan-
tage will accrue to those undergoing
specialist training.

W. SIRCUS

Stimulus-Secretion Coupling in the Gastro-
intestinal Tract Edited by R. M. Case and
H. Goebell. (Pp. 437; illustrated. £12-50.)
MTP Press: Lancaster. 1976. The con-
ference on Stimulus-Secretion-Coupling
in the Gastrointestinal Tract brought to-
gether a wide spectrum of interested
specialists, ranging from biochemists and
biophysicists to clinicians. The proceed-
ings of the conference are divided into
five sections, the first of which deals with
the principles underlying stimulus-secre-
tion coupling, ranging from receptors
through intracellular messengers, in-
cluding cyclic nucleotides and calcium, to
the secretory mechanisms represented by
microtubules and filaments. Subsequent
sections deal with aspects of stimulus-
secretion coupling in the specific secretory
glands, including stomach, pancreas,
salivary glands, and small intestine. For
each of these glands examples or reviews
outline the effect of hormones or other
secretory stimulants on the secretory pro-
cess as a whole and on the intracellular
content of messenger nucleotides. Other
studies provide information about the
effect of individual intracellular mes-
sengers such as the cyclic nucleotides or
calcium, on the secretory process of the
different glands. The book closes with a
review by Creutzfeldt of the problems of
differentiating between the physiological
and pharmacological action of hormones.
These problems have not yet been re-
solved, perhaps in part because there is a
tendency to consider in terms of 'hormone'
all the peptides with biological action
which modern biochemical techniques
have isolated, and continue to isolate,
from gastrointestinal mucosa. In his re-
view Creutzfeldt also calls attention to a
group of peptides which probably act
locally on adjacent cells, and which are
therefore considered to have 'paracrine'
rather than typically widespread hormonal
'endocrine' effects. A particularly import-
ant aspect of this conference which is well
brought out in the discussion after each
paper is the constructive and creative

nature of the interaction between the
participants with different expertise. All
readers interested in the more fundamental
aspects of one of the principal functions
of the alimentary tract will benefit from
reading this book. The editors and pub-
lishers are to be congratulated on the
speed with which the proceedings have
been published.

K. G. WORMSLEY

British Medicine - A Monthly Guide to
Current Literature August 1976, vol. 5,
no. 8; annual subscription £3000. British
Council: London. This deserves wider
publicity and use as it is an invaluable
reference to British publications, annual
reports, both medical and administrative.
Forthcoming medical congresses and
meetings are listed and also the contents
of the main British journals.

Bran and High-Fibre Foods By Neil S.
Painter (Pp. 24; illustrated; 30p). Penny-
wise Publishing: Redhill, Surrey. 1976.
This small booklet is a useful and practical
guide for the general public. At 30p it
could reach a wide public and housewives
will find the recipes useful. It could be of
special value for patients with diverticular
disease.

Esophageal Hiatus Hernia: Rationale and
Results of Anatomic Repair By Thomas
Gahagan and Conrad R. Lam. ($19.50.)
Charles C. Thomas: Springfield, Illinois.
This book is a detailed presentation of an
experience of nearly 600 operations for
hiatal hernia. Their technique is essentially
the reduction in the size of the hiatus by
posterior approximation of the crural
fibres and maximal utilisation of the
phreno-oesophageal ligament for main-
taining the oesophagogastric junction
below the diaphragm. This technique has
yielded results as good or better than
more complicated fundoplication pro-
cedures. There has been a recurrence rate
of less than 5% and problems of gastro-
oesophageal reflux have been negligible.
The authors have added a third type to the
two well-recognised types-sliding and
paraoesophageal. This added type, the
infracardiac bursa hernia, differs from the
other paraoesophageal hernias because it
enters the chest through an opening to the
right of the oesophagus (the pneumato-
enteric recess or infracardiac bursa) and
invariably comes to lie in the right
pleural cavity.

Acute Diarrhoea in Childhood Ciba
Foundation Symposium 42 (new series)
(Price not stated.) North-Holland: Am-
sterdam. 1976. This symposium brings
together for the first time the results of
research into both bacterial diarrhoea and
the newly recognised viral agents that
produce a substantial proportion of cases
of diarrhoea in infants and children. The
book includes studies of invasive patho-
gens such as the shigellas and salmonellas:
of the transmission of pathogenic charac-
teristics by plasmids in Escherichia coli; of
the nature of cholera toxin and its action
at cellular and molecular levels; of
intestinal immune responses in cholera
toxoid immunization in dogs and in E.
coli gastroenteritis in infants; of resistance
factors such as iron-binding proteins in
human milk; of viral diarrhoea in new-
borns, infants and children. The book will
be of great interest to paediatric gastro-
enterologists.
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