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BSG Autumn Meeting, Guildford,
Surrey

The autumn meeting of the British
Society of Gastroenterology was held on
the campus of the University of Surrey
on 18-21 September, with Dr C. C. Booth
as President. This was the first meeting to
start on Tuesday and end on Friday, and
probably the last at which BSG and
BSDE functioned as independent Socie-
ties. Dr Klaus Schiller and his band of
helpers are to be congratulated on the
efficiency, friendliness, and imperturba-
bility of their organisation and also on
an entertaining and varied social pro-
gramme. The banquet was outstanding.
The scientific sessions, preceded by a
teaching half-day, were supported by
meetings of specialised groups represent-
ing hepatology, histopathology, and
radiology. Altogether 178 papers were
presented to the BSG and BSDE and
additional work was discussed with the
aid of posters. The Nobel Prize winner,
Professor B. S. Blumberg, traced the
history of the discovery of the Australia
antigen before a capacity audience. Dr
B. C. Morson was installed as the new
President of the BSG and Professor A. E.
Read was chosen as President-Elect. Pro-
fessor C. G. Clark retires from being the
Society's Treasurer, to be replaced by Dr
J. R. Bennett. At the Annual Business
Meeting the Society supported, without
reservation, the proposed merger with
BSDE. The reports of the various officers
made clear the continuing vigour and suc-
cess of BSG, which is now the largest
association of its kind in this country.

The Journal of Infection

The Journal of Infection, edited by Hillas
Smith, began quarterly publication in
March 1979. It is published for the
British Society for the Study of Infection
by Academic Press and costs £1,600
(UK).

International Meeting on Pancreatic Cancer

The National Pancreatic Cancer Project
will sponsor an International Meeting on
Pancreatic Cancer on 10 and 11 March
1980 in New Orleans. Information from
I. Cohn, Jr., M.D., Louisiana State
University Medical Center, 1542 Tulane
Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70112, USA.

8th International Congress on Cystic
Fibrosis

This congress will be held from 26-30 May
1980 in Toronto, Canada. Details from
Congress Secretariat, 8th International
Congress on Cystic Fibrosis, c/o Con-
ference Management Associates, 191
College Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

International Biliary Association

The Second Annual Meeting of the
International Biliary Association will be
held in Maastricht, Holland, University of
Limburg, on 5-7 June 1980. Details from:
Professor J. M. Greep, Rijksuniversiteit
Limburg, Postbus 616, 6200MD Maas-
tricht, Holland.

Books

Topics in Gastroenterology (6) Edited by
S. C. Truelove and M. F. Heyworth.
(Pp. 346. Illustrated. £14.75 (paperback).)
Blackwell: Oxford. 1978.
The latest in the series of 'Topics in
Gastroenterology' is as clearly produced
as its predecessors with good diagrams. It
is well written and has good current
referencing.
The three main sections are devoted to

dietary fibre, gastric cancer, and chronic
hepatitis. The chapters on the properties
and physiological and metabolic effects of
fibre are outstanding for their clarity,
comprehensive coverage, and topicality.
There is good general coverage of gastric
cancer, though the histological sections
are perhaps over-detailed and the section
on chemotherapy gives a more optimistic
impression of the value of such treatment
than I believe to be justified.
The discussion of chronic hepatitis

would have been stronger with greater
attention to the increasing knowledge of
its virology, but, in general, it is straight-
forward and sensible.
The five final chapters consider bio-

chemical experiments on the liver, fistula
in ano, immune complexes in inflam-
matory bowel disease, and treatment of
duodenal ulcer with cimetidine. These
give useful summaries of current know-
ledge, though the discussion of cimetidine
should have mentioned the frequency of
relapse on stopping long-term treatment,
an important clinical consideration.

This book is recommended reading for
the general physician; the gastro-

enterologist would also gain, in particular
from the discussions of fibre and its
properties.

M. LANGMAN

Diagnostic Ultrasound in Gastrointestinal
Disease Edited by Kenneth J. W.
Taylor. (Pp. 178. Illustrated. £10.)
Churchill Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1979.
Since grey scale ultrasound became
commercially available in 1974 its use has
increased steadily. Most gastroenterol-
ogists now have access to ultrasound
diagnostic facilities but many find ultra-
sonic images difficult to interpret and are
uncertain of their place in diagnosis.

This book, which is the first in a series
of Clinics in Diagnostic Ultrasound, is
intended to be an up-to-date review of the
literature and practice. The most basic
chapters describe the anatomy and tech-
niques of examination of the various
organs, illustrated by a number of
anecdotal cases emphasising some of the
difficulties of interpretation. The most
important part of the book is a critical
comparison of ultrasound with computer-
ised tomography of the liver and pancreas,
isotope scanning of the liver, and the oral
cholecystogram in the diagnosis of gall
stones. Using data from recent studies
ultrasound fares well in experienced hands.
The book is fully illustrated with clear

photographs and diagrams. However,
despite increasing evidence that the eye
discriminates textural abnormalities better
with white images on a black background,
a number of the illustrations are still in
the opposite convention, which is more
widely used in North America. A chapter
on ultrasonically guided biopsy from the
expert team at Herlev Hospital, Copen-
hagen, contains the standard description
of the technique but updates their ex-
tremely good safety record and low false
positive rate. Tissue characterisation, a
new and important advance, is mentioned
only briefly, though it has considerable
implications for the clinician. This im-
portant book should be read by both
ultrasonologists and gastroenterologists to
achieve the best use of this rapidly
developing technique.

RODNEY H. TAYLOR
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