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Notes and activities
Printing delays
We regret the recent delay in the publica-
tion of Git because of industrial action,
and hope to return to normal schedules
in the near future.

BSG Basic Science Group
The Inaugural meeting of the Basic
Science Group of the BSG will be a
symposium on: 'Nerves and the Gut' to
be held on 24 September 1980 at the
University of Reading as part of the
Annual Meeting of the BSG. Details from
Dr D L Wingate, London Hospital,
Whitechapel Road, London El 1BB.

Drug Reactions and the Liver:
Mechanisms and Measures for Control
This International Symposium will be
held at The Royal Society, London,
3-4 July 1980, and is organised by The
Liver Unit, King's College Hospital and
Medical School, London. The Sym-
posium will include invited speakers from
Europe aod North America and will
cover clinical, biochemical, and immuno-
logical aspects of drug-associated liver
injury. Further information about the
scientific programme can be obtained
from Dr Roger Williams and Dr Michael
Davis. Correspondence should be ad-
dressed to Advisory Services Medical
Symposia Ltd, 79 Wimpole Street,
London W1M 7DD.

15th Meeting of European Association
for the Study of the Liver
This will be held at Belgrade, Yugoslavia,
from 4-6 September 1980. Details from
the Secretary, Helmer Ring-Larsen, Divi-
sion of Hepatology, Hvidovre Hospital,
University of Copenhagen, DK-2650
Copenhagen, Denmark.

18th Annual Meeting:
Society of Nuclear Medicine
This meeting will take place in September
1980 in Erlangen/Nurnberg. The main
theme will be 'Nuclear Medicine with its
Interdependencies' with special reference
to cardiology and hepato-gastroentero-
logy. Details from Prof Dr F Wolf,
Institut fur Nuklearmedizin, Kranken-
hausstrafle 12, D-8520 Erlangen, Ger-
many.

International Symposium on Islet-
Pancreas-Transplantation and
Artificial Pancreas
This satellite symposium to the 16th
Annual Meeting of the European Associa-
tion for the Study of Diabetes (EASD)
Congress will be held from 22-23 Sep-
tember 1980 in Athens, Greece. Details
from: Professor S Raptis, PO Box 3127,
Athens 606, Greece.

3rd International Symposium on
Neonatal Diarrhoea
This symposium will be held on 6-8
October 1980. Details from Veterinary
Infectious Disease Organization (VIDO),
124 Veterinary Road, Saskatoon, Saskat-
chewan, Canada 27N OWO.

Books
Liver and Biliary Disease Edited by
Ralph Wright, K G M M Alberti, S
Karran, and G H Millward-Sadler.
(Pp. 1345. Illustrated. £38-50.) W B
Saunders: Eastbourne. 1979.
This new textbook of liver and biliary
disease has been edited by four past or
present members of the Medical School
at Southampton-a physician, a bio-
chemist, a surgeon, and a pathologist.
All are actively involved in clinical
practice and research in hepatology. The
book aims to provide a comprehensive
and up-to-date guide to the patho-
physiology, diagnosis, and management
of liver and biliary disease and the editors
have chosen a wide range of contributors
who are all authorities in their own
fields. The individual chapters are for
the most part well written, easily assimi-
lated, and informative. The initial 16
chapters cover various pathophysiological
aspects and the remaining 40 deal with
diagnosis and management. This organ-
isation, although logical, in that sound
management depends upon clear under-
standing of pathophysiology, is not
entirely successful. Some of the earlier
chapters contain clinical material which
is repeated in more detail in a later
chapter. My feeling is that many of the
authors of these earlier sections recog-
nised the desire to integrate the patho-
physiological with the clinical information
and in many instances this would have

been more successfully achieved by
allowing the authors of the clinical sec-
tions to cover more of the pathophysi-
ology. An excellent sample of such an
integrated chapter is that on acute viral
hepatitis. This is clearly written with the
authority of an excellent physician and his
experienced pathologist who are, in
addition, in the forefront of advances in
the virology and immunopathology of
hepatitis.

This criticism about organisation does
not, however, detract from the overall
value of the book. It offers a great deal
of up-to-date information in this rapidly
developing area and, in comparison with
some of the very expensive volumes
available, is good value for money.

A L W F EDDLESTON

Gastro-intestinal Pathology. By B C Mor-
son and 1 M P Dawson. (Pp 805. Illus-
trated, £32.50.) Blackwell Scientific Pub-
lications: Oxford, London, Edinburgh,
Melbourne. 1979.
It is a pleasure to read and browse
through this new edition to Morson and
Dawson, which is conveniently divided
into sections representing disease entities
in different parts of the gastrointestinal
system. The text is lucid, incorporating
clinical, pathological, histochemica!, and
hormonal features and this second edi-
tion is well up to date. There are very few
omissions and rare reservations about
emphasis. Endoscopists are familiar with
duodenal erosions which also feature in
biopsy reports and histologists occa-
sionally encounter granulomata in colo-
rectal cancer, gastric cancer, and diver-
ticular disease in the absence of Crohn's
disease. There is an excellent discussion
of biopsy diagnosis in inflammatory
bowel disease, including ulcerative colitis,
Crohn's disease, pseudomembranous coli-
tis, and infective colitis, but the difficulties
in distinction from ischaemic colitis are
not emphasised in the differential diag-
nosis, although the histological features
of ischaemic lesion of the colon are dis-
cussed in a subsequent chapter. There is
no reference to starch granulomatosis
and, although steroids and aspirin are
referred to briefly in the aetiology of
peptic ulcer, there is no mention of
indomethacin and phenylbutazone or
other antirheumatic drugs.
The cautious review of gastrointestinal

cytology is a welcome addition to this
book and a stimulus for the cytologist.
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