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BSG and DE Spring Meeting, 1980
This year the Spring Meeting of the BSG
(President, Dr B C Morson) and Digestive
Endoscopy (Vice-President, Dr P B
Cotton) was held jointly with the Associa-
tion of Surgeons of Great Britain and
Ireland (President, Professor G W Taylor)
in Bournemouth on 26 to 28 March.
Numerous scientific sessions and social
functions contributed to the success of
the meeting, which enhanced the existing
close contact between the medical and the
surgical aspects of gastroenterology. The
Surgikos Lecture was given by Professor
R Y Calne on 'Current status of transplant
surgery'. Dr Anne Ferguson delivered the
BSG Research Medal Lecture on 'Re-
lationship between intestinal lymphocytes
and malabsorption'. Teaching half-day
was devoted to nutrition and there were
splinter groups, workshops, and symposia
on endoscopy, pathology, hepatology,
radiology, Crohn's disease, GI haemor-
rhage, and other topics. Abstracts of
papers presented to BSG and DE are
printed on p. A443.

BSG Spring Meeting, 1981
The British Society of Gastroenterology
Spring Meeting will take place in Bristol
on 8 to 10 April 1981, under the Presi-
dency of Professor A E Read. The local
Organising Secretary is Dr K Heaton,
Department of Medicine, Bristol Royal
Infirmary, Bristol BF2 8HW. Tel 22041.
Further details will be circulated later.

New journal: Liver
We welcome the publication of a new
international journal, Liver, the aim of
which is to promote and maintain contact
between basic and clinically applied liver
morphology. The editors are Hemming
Poulsen and Per Christoffersen, Copen-
hagen, while the editorial board includes
Professor Dame Sheila Sherlock, A
Eddleston, and P J Scheuer. The journal
will be published quarterly from January
1981 and will be in English. Full details of
subscription rates may be obtained fronm
the publishers, Munksgaard Ltd, 35
Norre Sogade, DK-1370 Copenhagen K,
Denmark.

New Journal: Tropical Gastroenterologj
Tropical Gastroenterology is a new journal
intended for doctors in tropical countries

and will concentrate on review articles.
The editor is B N Tandon, All India
Institute of Medical Services, New Delhi,
and the journal will be issued quarterly
at Rs25/- for four issues. Inquiries
should be addressed to Tropical Gastro-
enterology C:/1i8, Ansari Nagar, New
Delhi-1 10016.

Indian Society of Gastroenterology
The 21 st Annual Conference of the Indian
Society of Gastroenterology will be held
in Calcutta on 30 and 31 October and
1 November 1980. Further information
may be obtained from The Organising
Secretary, 21st Annual Conference ISG,
Kothari Centre of Gastroenterology,
CMRI, 7/2 Diamond Harbour Road,
Calcutta-27, India.

Gastroenterological Society of Australia
A meeting on 'Gastroenterology in the
1980s' will be held at the Club Medi-
teranee, Noumea, from 24-31 October
1980. Details from Associate Professor
T D Bolin, Honorary Secretary, Gastro-
enterological Society of Australia, 145
Macquarie Street, Sydney, NSW 2000,
Australia.

Books

Pathology of the Liver. Edited by R N M
MacSween, P P Anthony, and P J
Scheuer. Foreward by Hans Popper.
(Pp 458. Illustrated. £27-00.) Churchill
Livingstone: Edinburgh, London, New
York. 1979.
This is a multi-author book to which 21
doctors from nine different countries,
each eminent in their particular field,
have contributed. There is no doubt as
to the knowledge and experience of the
team, most of whom are internationally
known; a reviewer's task must be to
assess whether the content of the book as
a whole is of value to practising patholo-
gists and whether individual contribu-
tions are readily understandable, clearly
illustrated, and well referenced.
The answer to the first question is an

unequivocal 'yes'. All of the expected
liver disorders are covered, there are
useful introductory chapters on the normal
embryology, microanatomy and patho-
physiology of the liver, and a number of

useful additional facets often difficult to
find in standard texts; particularly helpful
is Professor MacSween's chapter on the
changes found in the liver in association
with primary disease in other organs.
The standard of individual contribu-

tions is also high; none deserves more
than minor criticism and it would be
invidious to praise any in particular; 1
can only write that I particularly enjoyed
those where my chief interest lies and of
which I would have expected to be most
critical. The illustrations are in general
good and clear and illustrate the points
which the authors wish to make, and the
references are well up to date. The book
is well produced and the price, for these
days, is reasonable. It should be in every
histopathology laboratory as a working
textbook and I recommend it without
reservation.

IAN DAWSON

Development of Mammalian Absorptive
Processes Ciba Foundation Symposium,
70 (new series). (Pp. 338. Illustrated.
$41.50.) Excerpta Medica: Amsterdam.
1979.
This publication records the proceedings
of a Ciba Foundation Symposium held
in London in January 1979. Gastroenter-
ologists interested in the problems and
challenges of intestinal absorption have
become more concerned in recent years
with the development of the processes of
intestinal digestion and absorption; this
Symposium and the subsequent publi-
cation has brought together workers in
experimental and clinical fields who are
actively involved in the subject. The
result is a valuable and fascinating series
of papers covering the development of all
aspects of digestive and absorptive
mechanisms. The subjects covered include
sections on morphology, brush border
and cellular enzymes, bile acids, fat,
carbohydrate, protein and trace element
absorption, and immune mechanisms.
Each chapter has an up-to-date biblio-
graphy and the discussion sections at the
end of each chapter are faithfully repro-
duced. One impressive feature is the
addition of relevant references to the
discussion sections at the end of each
chapter. An interesting general dis-
cussion section at the end of the volume
covers possible future developments in
morphology, hormones, immunity, and
other aspects of nutritional development.

Although much of the data presented in
the volume are experimental in nature,
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the authors have done much to relate
their findings to the human situation.
The implications of the results of many
of these studies and their application
to problems of intestinal absorption and
nutrition in the child and the adult are
considerable. This volume will be of
great value to gastroenterologists inter-
ested in the related disciplines of intestinal
digestion/absorption and nutrition.

R I RUSSELL

Cirrhosis By John T Galambos. Volume
XVII in the series Major Problems in
Internal Medicine Edited by Lloyd H
Smith, Jr. (Pp. 376. Illustrated. £16.0O.)
W B Saunders: Philadelphia, London,
Toronto. 1979.
In these days of multi-author tomes,
with the inevitable overlap and variable
quality of presentation, it is refreshing to
read a major book by a single experienced
and enthusiastic clinician. Dr Galambos
has taken on a daunting task, for cirrhosis
interconnects so many problems in hepa-
tology that any review must be very
broadly based. Inevitably there are areas
which are not covered in as much depth
as others and some in which his personal
view dominates the arguments. The final
package, however, is an immensely enjoy-
able book which is always oriented
towards the practising.physician.

After a short historical introduction the
next six chapters deal clearly with the
factors involved in the development of
cirrhosis and its sequelae, from aetiology
and pathogenesis through pathology and
classification to epidemiology and patho-
physiology. In these, as in the later
sections, his extensive personal experience
and research on the development of
alcoholic cirrhosis are reflected in the
thoughtful and thorough coverage of this
topic. A chapter on clinical features in-
cludes a practical discussion of the role of
liver biopsy in management and its inter-
pretation, some comments often being
made with amusing force: a shallow wedge
biopsy 'represents nothing more than a
layer of subcapsular artifacts sandwiched
between two layers of Glisson's capsule'.

Chapters 9 to 12 deal with evaluation
and therapy of common complications of
cirrhosis from parenchymal failure and
portal hypertension to encephalopathy
and ascites. The style is that of the ex-
perienced clinical teacher, a practical
exposition of a personal approach. Not
everyone will accept all the guidance
offered, but there is a lot of wisdom here.

All in all, a book to be recommended to all
physicians because of its ability to com-
municate and teach at many levels.

A L W F EDDLESTON

Mechanisms of Intestinal Secretion Edit-
ed by Henry J Binder. (Pp. 319. Illustrated.
$28.) Alan R Liss, Inc.: New York. 1979.
During most of this century the attention
of intestinal physiologists has largely
been focused on the study of absorption.
However, with the recognition in the late
1960s that the profound diarrhoea of
Asiatic cholera was due to intestinal
secretion, attention has turned back, with
increasing fervour, to the investigation of
intestinal secretory mechanisms in health
and in a variety of diarrhoeal diseases.
The time is now ripe, therefore, for a
review and this book, the first devoted
entirely to this subject, is a valuable
r6sumi by several of the leading workers
in this field. It is divided into sections on
transport processes in non-intestinal tis-
sues, intracellular control of intestinal
secretion, the neurohumoral control of
secretion, and the paracellular routes for
intestinal secretion. There is a thoughtful
chapter by Hladky on concepts of carriers
and pores, the role of cyclic nucleotides in
intestinal secretion is reviewed by Field and
there is a succinct overview of chloride
transport in the intestine by Schultz. The
exciting prospect that intestinal transport
might be influenced or even controlled by
local neurological mechanisms is dis-
cussed by Powell and Tapper in a chapter
on cholinergic/adrenergic interactions,
and Burnstock presents the evidence for
a role for 'purinergic' nervous control.
A very complex picture indeed is pre-
sented by additional evidence that other
putative neurotransmitters such as VIP
and serotonin can also influence secretion
and may be involved in control too.
This book is clearly presented and the
chapters are of a uniformly high standard.
The meeting at which these papers were
presented occurred in October 1978 and
thus the book is reasonably up to date.
I can recommend it highly to all interested
in gastrointestinal physiology and patho-
physiology.

L A TURNBERG

Disorders of Esophageal Motility By
A L Hurwitz, A Duranceau, and J K
Haddad. (Pp. 179. Illustrated. £12.75).
W B Saunders: Eastbourne. 1979.
This slim volume of 10 chapters is a very
thorough review of oesophageal motility

disorders with a very practical clinical
approach. The last decade in particular
has seen a flood of publications on this
subject, especially in relation to mano-
metry of the lower oesophageal sphincter,
and such a review is therefore timely.
In the United Kingdom oesophageal
manometry has seen a rise and fall in
clinical use and today remains mainly a
research tool; the strong emphasis on
manometry of this book therefore reflects
the North American scene in this regard.
The volume is well written, though

somewhat repetitive, and profusely illus-
trated. Particularly good are the chapters
on manometric techniques (with much
sound practical advice), on oropharyngeal
dysphagia, and on the effects of surgery.
There is a refreshing open-mindedness
about such unanswered questions as the
relationship between diffuse spasm and
achalasia. In some sections the desire to be
comprehensive results in a lack of clinical
balance. Thus, all possible modes of
medical therapy for reflux oesophagitis
are listed, with little attempt to discrimi-
nate between them. Literature references
are almost all from North America;
several European studies of cimetidine in
oesophagitis could be quoted putting
forward the view that it is more effective
than is suggested. Gastric irradiation
should certainly be clearly identified as a
historical curiosity only.
These minor criticisms apart, this review

can be strongly recommended, especially
for its pragmatic approach.

JOHN SPENCER

Gallstones Edited by M M Fisher, C A
Goresky, E A Shaffer, and S M Strasberg.
(Pp. 443. Illustrated. $42.50.) Canadian
Foundation for Diseases of the Liver,
Plenum Press: New York. 1979.
Symposia in book form often receive a
bad press. This one is thoughtfully pro-
duced and more interesting than most.
The book, the proceedings of the Fourth

International Symposium of the Canadian
Foundation for Diseases of the Liver,
May 1978, contains 26 chapters by North
American and European authors on
topics such as gallstone epidemiology,
bile and gallstone chemistry, the phy-
siology and biochemistry of biliary
secretions and enterohepatic circulation,
gallstone pathogenesis, the role of diet
and drugs, and the investigation/manage-
ment of gallstone diseases.
While some of the papers are very

specialised, most are general reviews
of present knowledge, generally excellent.
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