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in which they will approach the use of books and
journals in their subsequent clinical practice.

This short book is an addition to Blackwell's
Lecture Notes series. It is intended for undergradu-
ates and would have little appeal to readers of Gut.
The author does not attempt to give a balanced and
sensible overview of liver disease, but because of the
limited space available there are inevitably some
omissions, and physiological and biochemical
aspects are covered in a rather cursory manner.
Each chapter has a list of references but these are far
from comprehensive. Today £7V50 may not seem
much for a small soft covered book of 184 pages,
including index, but the liver sections of the Oxford
textbook of medicine works out at less than £150
and that book must surely be considered a better
buy for students than a collection of Lecture Notes.

N McINTYRE

Clinical nutrition: volume 2: Parenteral nutrition.
Edited by J L Rombeau and M D Caldwell. (Pp.
752; illustrated; £65.00.) New York: W B Saunders,
1986.
The upsurge of interest in the last 20 years in
nutritional support as an integral feature of good
clinical care has resulted in an avalanche of publica-
tions and intense debate. This undoubtedly has led
to confusion with an initial period of underutilisa-
tion of parenteral nutrition, followed by some over
usage in clinical conditions where oral or enteral
feeding would perhaps have been more appropriate.

This book is the second in a two volume set by the
same editors, the first was devoted to enteral
nutrition and this more substantial tome, 752 pages,
to parenteral nutrition. There is very little repetition
between the two publications. It may reasonably be
asked, with many available textbooks concerned
with parenteral nutrition, why yet another? The
editors have turned to 83 authors almost exclusively
from North America to answer the question. The
philosophy underlying the book is the need
to clearly and comprehensively communicate the
clinical and metabolic advances in parenteral feeding
which have occurred in recent years. The topics
covered range from the history of intravenous
nutrition to a consideration of the metabolism of
individual substrates, hormone and substrate in-
teractions, fluid, elecrolyte, vitamin and trace ele-
ments and considerations of body composition. The
mechanics of parenteral feeding and the potential
complications are particularly carefully considered
together with an interesting chapter about computer
applications in TPN and a most welcome chapter
discussing the cost effectiveness of nutritional sup-
port. The last third of the book considers the role of

TPN in specific clinical conditions, inflammatory
bowel disease, pancreatitis, fistulae, short bowel
syndrome, malabsorption, cancer, trauma, sepsis,
cardiac, renal and hepatic disease, and in children
and the elderly.
The subjects considered have outstanding com-

mon characteristics; they are all logically and clearly
discussed and each chapter has a comprehensive and
up to date list of references. A disappointment to
the British reader is the repetitive use of North
American commercial names which will reduce the
effectiveness of some chapters as there is no
indication of the UK equivalent solution. This is,
however, a minor observation in a book which has
something for every clinician. This is the most
comprehensive book on TPN to be published for
many years, and the editors are to be congratulated
for being able to maintain a uniform standard
throughout.
The price precludes this being a book for most

individual bookshelves, but a copy in the hospital
library is a must.

A W GOODE

A colour atlas of gastrointestinal endoscopy By
K F R Schiller, R Cockel and R H Hunt. (Pp. 240;
illustrated; £65.00). London: Chapman and Hall
Medical, 1986.
The teaching of endoscopy presents a problem. The
technique of manipulating and positioning a flexible
fibreoptic endoscope is acquired relatively easily by
practical experience under supervision, but then, for
the inexperienced, the problems start. You see an
unfamiliar picture. Is it a normal variant, or a
pathological lesion, and if the latter, what is it, and
who do you ask? A colour atlas of normal and
pathological appearances is one answer; it is easier
to open a book than to play around with 'teaching
videos'. The explicit aim of the authors of this book
is to provide just such a work of reference, rather
than a comprehensive manual, and they have
abundantly justified their efforts. This is an excel-
lent volume, with a superb profusion of colour
plates, and a helpful commentary which clearly
represents the distillation of considerable experi-
ence. Obviously they were faced with a number of
difficult decisions over what should be included and
what should be left out, and others might have done
this book differently. There are some aspects that
need to be considered for future editions. Some of
the photographs are supplemented by line drawings
whose purpose is not always clear; for example, the
drawings on pages 51 and 53 seem to add nothing to
the accompanying photographs. Line drawings to

 on M
ay 19, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://gut.bm

j.com
/

G
ut: first published as 10.1136/gut.27.11.1401-a on 1 N

ovem
ber 1986. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://gut.bmj.com/


1402 Books, Books received, News, Correction

show the position of the endoscope in relation to the
area in view might be helpful, especially in the
sections dealing with normal appearances; space for
such an addition might be gained by reducing the
number of examples of radiographs obtained by
ERCP, as it might be argued that these belong
within a textbook of radiology. It would be much
easier to identify text references to illustrations if
the identifying letters were printed in bold type.
The important point, however, about this book is

not what might have been done by people who have
not actually done it, but what has been achieved by
this British team. This is an outstanding production,
which is a credit to authors and publishers alike. It is
balanced, comprehensive, clearly written and illus-
trated, and compulsively readable (or viewable). It
is hard to imagine any gastroenterologist who would
not benefit from access to it. The price may deter
individual purchasers, but it should at least be made
available wherever gastrointestinal endoscopy is
practised.

DAVID WINGATE

Gastroenterology annual 3. Edited by F Kern Jr, and
A L Blum. (Pp. 608; illustrated; Dfl 200.)
Amsterdam/New York/Oxford: Elsevier, 1986.
The Gastroenterology annual has undoubtedly
come to stay and is now virtually an indispensible
resource for all of us in the field. The third volume is
larger than its predecessors (47 reviewers, 18 chap-
ters, 608 pages, more than 3000 references) and
amply meets the objectives of the editors in provid-
ing a 'scholarly, up-to-date, critical review of the
important new developments in gastroenterology';
the period reviewed is from July 1982 to Decem-
ber 1984. Topics covered include the oesophagus,
stomach and duodenum, pancreas, absorption/
malabsorption of nutrients, intestinal fluid and
electrolyte transport and diarrhoeal diseases, gut
peptides, neurophysiology of the GI tract, immu-
nology and bacterial infections, inflammatory bowel
disease, vascular physiology and pathophysiology,
cancer of the alimentary tract, diseases of the colon
rectum and anus, paediatric gastroenterology,
selected issues in nutrition, diagnostic imaging
techniques, and endoscopy of the upper and lower
GI tract. The volume represents a highly critical and
very readable account of everything that has moved
in these fields in the last 18 months; the reviewers
consider all the major papers that have been written
in their fields, draw attention to doubts and
controversies, link ideas and concepts critically for
us, and where relevant, draw on historical perspec-
tives as well.
There is something here for everyone including

the practising physician and surgeon, the physiolog-

ist, oncologist, basic scientist, and the fairly ad-
vanced trainee anxious to get a grip of what is
happening in gastroenterology.
For myself I was particularly impressed by David

Wingate's chapter on neurophysiology of the gas-
trointestinal tract in which he describes the ex-
perimental and conceptual developments which
have led to the acceptance of the notion of an
enteric nervous system; this is a splendid contri-
bution. I was taken also by Brown's chapter on the
immunology of the gastrointestinal tract and his
account of the fascinating developments in coeliac
disease and immunological 'trailers' in inflammatory
bowel disease. Singleton's brisk review of inflamma-
tory bowel disease and the chapter on cancer of the
GI tract by Bresalier and others were every bit as
good as their chapters in Volume 2:
Volume 3 of the Gastroenterology annual is a

credit to its editors and reviewers; anybody who
claims to have an interest in gastroenterology should
buy it.

G P CREAN

Books received
Edsall summaries for health professionals No. 2. Food
allergy Edited by P Scowan, G Medhurst, J Leslie, and
D N Challacombe. (Pp. 96; illustrated; price not stated.)
London: Edsall, 1985.

Complete guide to prescription and non-prescription drugs
Edited by H Winter-Griffith. (Pp. 888; illustrated; $12.95.)
Tucson: HP Books Inc, 1985.

Notes on the evolution of a medical specialist 1907-1965 By
Burrill B Crohn. (Pp. 79; not illustrated; $5.00.) New
York: BH Crohn Research Foundation, 1984.

News
Complex Polysaccharides - Challenges for Future
Research on Dietary Fibre
This symposium will be held at the Royal Society of
Medicine, London on 27 and 28 November 1986.
For further information and an application form,
contact Kate Holborow, Hill & Knowlton (UK)
Ltd., 5-11 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8SH.

Correction

We regret that an error occurred in the article by
Scarpignato and Micali, Gut 1986; 27: 499-504. On
page 500, column 2 last line, RRgo should have read
RR9f, and Ago should have read AO). This also
applies on p 501, column 1, line 1 and 2.
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