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distant one, that the line they are currently following
may lead to some significant improvement in the
prospects for their patients. For those interested in
colorectal cancer screening, the ultimate hope is that
such an approach will be shown to decrease signifi-
cantly the persistently high mortality. The editors of
this book readily admit that current research is
justified only by the prospect of 'jam tomorrow', for,
despite the intensive efforts of the past decade it has
yet to be proven that mass screening would offer any
survival benefit across a large population.

This book very adequately records the present
state of the art in colorectal cancer screening. The
editors have covered the field well by inviting more
than 50 workers from the United States, Europe East
and West, Isreal and Australia to address all the
important aspects. They might have confined them-
selves to the well trodden areas of the major trials, of
compliance and of the shortcomings of present
methodology; fortunately they have gone beyond
this limited brief and have solicited crisp and
important contributions on such aspects as ethics,
jurisprudence, and the development of risk profiles
for individuals. Inevitably, however, much of the
book is taken up with descriptions of the experiences
of the major groups in various parts of the world,
both in standard risk and high risk group screening.
Tighter editing would have prevented the predictable
repetition ofthe theoretical and historical background
in the introduction to each chapter. Nevertheless,
this book constitutes an extremely useful and concise
record of the progress made so far and the tasks still
outstanding in this important area of clinical research.

JOHN M A NORTHOVER

Clinical immunology of the liver and gastrointestinal
tract Edited by D R Triger. (Pp. 232; illustrated;
£29-50.) Bristol: Wright, 1986.
No concise text concerning the immunology of
gastrointestinal and hepatic diseases has appeared
recently despite the many advances in immunological
understanding. Therefore this volume is timely. It
begins with a general chapter on immunological
mechanisms which will prove useful to non-
immunologists. It is virtually a short text book of
immunology in itself and is very well written so it is
perhaps churlish to be critical. However, the basic
immunology of the gastrointestinal tract receives
only the briefest mention which seems unfortunate in
a book of this nature. The following 11 chapters are
then devoted to specific disease areas. There is little

new in the immunological aspects of gastritis but
Keith Taylor's chapter reviews familiar data in a fresh
and stimulating manner. The chapter on coeliac
disease (C F McCarthy and F M Stevens) provides a
good review of genetics and of hyposplenism but the
reader will not learn too much about current views on
the role of immune mechanisms in the pathogenesis
of the disease. Professor Isaacson gives an auth-
oritative account of malignant lymphoma of the
gastrointestinal tract although it is unfortunate that
data from his own laboratory has rendered much of
what is written about malignant histiocytosis out of
date. The chapters on Crohn's disease (A S Pena)
and ulcerative colitis (R H Ming and R G Strickland)
are largely complementary although the ulcerative
colitis chapter perhaps gives a more balanced
overview. Liver disease is divided into three chapters:
acute and chronic hepatitis, alcoholic liver disease
and primary biliary cirrhosis. Of these, I particularly
enjoyed the first (G J M Alexander and A L W F
Eddleston) not only for its comprehensiveness but
for its firm focus on pathogenetic mechanisms.
Strangely, this chapter is not referenced but provides
a selective bibliography. The book is made complete
by excellent contributions on immunodeficiency
(A D B Webster) and on paediatric disorders
(E G Seidman and W A Walker).
The book is well produced, well illustrated and is

good value at £29*50. It can be recommended for
anyone who wishes to get an update on immuno-
pathogenesis of gastrointestinal and hepatic
disorders.

D P JEWELL

News
BSG Research Award 1987
A three page summary of personal research work is
invited by The British Society of Gastroenterology
for the 1987 Research Medal. A bibliography may
also be submitted if desired. The Award consists of a
medal and £100 prize. The recipient of the Award will
be aged 40 years or less when delivering the lecture
during the Autumn Meeting of the Society in
September 1987. All (or a substantial part) of the
work must have been performed in the UK or Eire.
Applications (six copies) should be made to: The
Honorary Secretary, BSG, 3 St. Andrew's Place,
London NW1 4LB, by I May 1987.
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