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New editor of Gut

We warmly welcome Dr R N Allan, who takes
over the editorship of Gut from Dr J J Misiewicz
on 1 October, 1988. Dr Allan is a graduate of
the University of Birmingham and is consultant
physician to the Central Birmingham Health
District and Clinical Senior Lecturer, Univer-
sity of Birmingham. His previous
posts in gastroenterology include
working with Drs P W Dykes,
W T Cooke in Birmingham, and
as US postdoctoral research
fellow with W H J Summerskill
and A F Hofmann at the Mayo
Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota. Dr
Allan is a triple doctor, holding,
in addition to qualifying examina-
tions, an MD and a PhD in the
University of Birmingham. His
research interests lie in the field of
inflammatory bowel disease,
where he has published numerous 4
important papers on his research
work, in addition to many chapters in books,
abstracts, and similar publications; he has edited
a major textbook in gastroenterology and a
monograph on inflammatory bowel disease.
Dr Allan is deeply involved in fostering the

interests of gastroenterology in the United

Kingdom and elsewhere. He is a member of
several committees at the Royal College of
Physicians and has served on various BSG
committees in the past. In addition to his clinical
and research reputation; he is also well known
to members of the Society and visitors from

abroad as the invariably courte-
ous and helpful senior secretary,
dealing with calm efficiency the
often complicated issues involved
in running the BSG in all its
various aspects. He will now be
relinquishing this post and we are
fortunate that he has agreed to
take on the editorship of Gut.
He brings to the post a wealth

of clinical and research experi-
ence, a detailed knowledge of the
administrative infrastructure of
gastroenterology, a trenchant
literary style, a sceptical but
friendly turn of mind and an un-

shakeable sense of humour (he will need it!).
Should there be any spare time from editing,
interested parties will find him immersed in a
volume of political biography, or sitting entran-
ced in an opera house at home or abroad. We
wish him a happy and productive editorship.
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