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Perspective in colon and rectal surgery. Edited by T R
Schrock. (Pp. 152; illustrated; $165 US; $193 Int.) St
Louis: Quality Medical Publishing Inc, 1988.
This is a new hard cover publication in colorectal
disease. It is to be biannual and aims to bridge the gap
between medical books and journals. The venture is
orchestrated by an editor (Dr T R Schrock) and a
board of eight associate editors (six Americans, one
Canadian, one Briton) all known in the field. This the
first volume has about 150 pages and is divided
up into sections which include features, focus on
technique, foundations, consultation, complication
reports and outside insights. There are 14 contribu-
tors, all acknowledged experts, to the volume and
comments are made by two of the editorial board in
addition. It is therefore a catholic work of a review
nature, the subjects discussed are mostly topical.
There are two feature articles, namely pelvic floor
disorders (D C C Bartolo) and familial adenomatous
polyposis (D G Jagelman). Both are well written, up
to date and well referenced (n= 128, n=47 respec-
tively). Comment on each is given by an editor (D A
Rothenberger, T R Schrock) which is followed by a
short retort ('Last word') by the authors. This feature
allows of a certain element of controversy which
cannot by its nature be as effective as a living
discussion but is nevertheless useful. 'Focus on
technique' deals with stapling (V W Fazio), polygly-
colic acid sling procedures for preventing irradiation
damage to the small bowel (D F Devereux) and
procedures to exclude small bowel from the pelvis
and to fill the dead space after pelvic exenteration for
malignancy (P H Sugarbaker). These articles are all
clear and well illustrated with an emphasis on tech-
nique rather than results. There is no editorial
comment and no real discussion.

'Foundations' is a somewhat mysterious heading
an explanation of which is not forthcoming in the
editor's preface. It includes one article on colonic
absorption (J H Pemberton, S F Phillips) which deals
with the physiology (normal and deranged) in about
11 pages and uses 72 references. It must be said that
many of these are before 1980 but there are several
up to date. The article is well written and clearly laid
out and useful to the colorectal surgeon. The remain-
ing section, consultation (acute lower GI bleeding, K
A Forde, W A Webb); complication report (pelvic
and perianastomotic complications after ileoanal
anastomosis, R R Dozois; Addisonian crisis follow-
ing colectomy for ulcerative colitis, 0 H Clark) are
useful practical articles based on case discussions and
a didactic style. The final medical article ('Outside
insights'; prevention of hepatitis B in surgeons and

their patients, C F Reese and R K Ockner) is an
informative account which discusses virology, pre-
cautions and vaccination. A final article ('Sidelines',
*K Berger) discusses editing and contributing to
medical publications, much of which is obvious but its
inclusion in an otherwise purely medical volume is
unusual. The general layout is clear with tables
highlighted in stipple. Radiographs and line drawings
are well produced and the paper and binding of high
quality.
The two volumes per year are accompanied

by a monthly newsletter 'Colon and rectal surgery
outlook' which features abstracts and commentary.
The quality of outlook in terms of an up to date cover
of the literature will be a major factor in determining
the worth of the entire publication ($165 (US) and
$193 (international)). In the present volume, the
feature articles and foundation are good reviews but
the remainder are not equivalent to detailed publica-
tions. While recognising that the editors have set
out to offer consumable information (not so easily
obtained from original articles) that it is more up to
date than can be obtained from most formal books,
they have only partially succeeded here. This is
probably due to the choice of articles which over the
next year or so will probably broaden to give the
venture wider cover of the field. Thus recommenda-
tion will depend on the quality within the next year or
so.

R J NICHOLLS

Recent advances in gastroenterology - 7. Edited by R
E Pounder. (Pp. 400; illustrated; £35.) Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1988, and Current gastro-
enterology. Vol. 8. Edited by G Gitnick. (Pp. 431;
illustrated; £53-50.) Chicago: Year Book Medical
Publishers Inc, 1988.
There is no question that these books are in direct
competition. Every year sees a torrent of published
papers on gastroenterology (and more than a trickle
of new journals) which remain unread by most
clinicians. Accordingly, each editor has assembled a
team of contributors who do the reading for us, and
tell us what they think we ought to know about what
is new (or what has just been rediscovered). As the
data base is the same for both books, they ought to be
very similar. That they are not reflects not only the
personal preferences of the editor, but also the
different preoccupations of clinicians on each side of
the Atlantic.

Science is very smart in the USA at the moment,
and this is reflected in Gitnick's book in which much
space is devoted to physiology and pathophysiology.
Last summer in New Orleans, an American friend
who is part of the NIH grant review system told me
that 'clinical relevance' is not a desirable attribute of
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