
Gut 1995; 36: 151

British Society of Gastroenterology: President 1994-95

Ian Bouchier was educated at Rondebosch Boys' High
School in Cape Town and the University of Cape Town
where he graduated Mb ChB in 1954. He was awarded the
degree of MD in 1960 for his thesis 'The fat tolerance test
with particular reference to ischaemic heart disease'. While
working for his MD thesis he developed an interest in
gastroenterology. After holding various registrar posts at
Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town, Ian Bouchier was
awarded a Cecil John Adams Travelling Fellowship in
1961, which enabled him to spend six months with Dr
(now Sir) Francis Avery Jones at the Central Middlesex
Hospital, London. Thereafter he
worked as medical registrar and
then research assistant and hon-
orary assistant lecturer with
Professor (now Dame) Sheila
Sherlock at the Royal Free
Hospital London. Between 1963
and 1965 Ian Bouchier worked as
a research fellow and subse-
quently instructor in medicine
with the late Dr Franz Ingelfinger
in the Boston City Hospital,
Massachusetts, USA.

In 1965 Ian Bouchier was
appointed as senior lecturer in
medicine in the University of
London and honorary consul-
tant physician at the Royal Free
Hospital. In 1970 he was pro-
moted to reader and in 1973
he was appointed professor of
medicine at the University of
Dundee. He was appointed in
1986 to his present post of
professor of medicine at the
University of Edinburgh.

Ian Bouchier's research interests have centred primarily
on bile acid metabolism, gall stone disease, and the meta-
bolism of the gall bladder mucosa. In particular he has
studied gall bladder mucus secretion and more recently
hydrogen ion secretion in the human gall bladder and its
relation to gall stone flammation. More recently his depart-
ment has developed a programme of research into portal
hypertension and alcohol liver disease; members of the
department actively participate in the Scottish Liver
Transplant Unit, which is based in the Royal Infirmary,
Edinburgh.

Ian Bouchier was the Goulstonian Lecturer at the Royal
College of Physicians (London) in 1971 and has been a
distinguished lecturer at many universities and interna-
tional meetings. He is an honorary member of the Japanese
Society of Gastroenterology and the South African
Gastroenterological Society, and a corresponding member
of the Societa Italiana di Gastroenterologia and the Royal
Catalonian Academy of Medicine. He is a member of the
British Society of Gastroenterology, the American
Gastroenterological Association, the Association of
Physicians of Great Britain and Ireland, and other medical

and gastroenterological societies.
In 1989 he was elected a member
of the faculty of the China
Medical University and he is an
honorary professor of medicine at
the Universidad Mayor de San
Simon. He was elected a fellow of
the Royal Society of Edinburgh in
1985. In 1994 he was elected
president of the British Society of

Sz2,> ~~Gastroenterology, a position he
will hold for one year. He is the
author or coauthor of some 250
original publications, numerous
chapters and reviews, and 24
books on gastroenterological and
Fgeneral medical topics.

Between 1982 and 1985 he was
dean of the faculty of medicine
and dentistry at the University of
Edinburgh. In 1992 he was
,appointed chief scientist to the
Scottish Office Home and Health
Department in which capacity he
advises the minister on research
and development for the improve-

ment of health and the NHS in Scotland. Ian Bouchier has
been associated with the World Organisation of
Gastroenterology for 25 years. He served as secretary
general between 1982 and 1990. In 1990 he was elected
president of the World Organisation of Gastroenterology;
in 1994 he was elected for a second term. He was awarded
the CBE in 1990 for services to education.

His immense ability, drive, energy, charm, and good
humour are endearing features. He is happily married with
two sons. His interests include the history of whaling, the
music of Berlioz, and gardening.
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