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Medical Radiology. Diagnostic Imaging
and Radiation Oncology. Radiology of
the Pancreas. By A L Baert. (Pp 281; illus-
trated; DM 348.00). Heidelberg: Springer-
Verlag, 1994. ISBN 3-540-56514-0.

This book is one of an acclaimed series
Medical Radiology - Diagnostic Imaging and
Radiation Oncology and maintains a high
standard. As mentioned in the preface, the
previous monograph on radiology in this
series was over 25 years ago and clearly there
has been a revolution in radiology of the
pancreas since then. The book has a number
of major strengths. Firstly, it is exceedingly
well illustrated with high quality reproduc-
tions of state of the art imaging. Secondly, the
book covers in detail the embryology, physi-
ology, and pathology of pancreatic disease,
which are essential to the full understanding
of radiological images. Finally, each chapter is
very well referenced, which will act as a very
good resource for further study.

While in most of the book the translation
from the original French is good, there are
parts of the book where this is not the case.
The book also suffers greatly from being a
multi-author text (there are 36 contributors
for 14 chapters) and the integration of the
sections by different authors is sometimes
poor. The text is at times repetitive (for
instance, some cystic tumours are described in
detail in two different chapters - chapter 9 on
cystic tumours of the pancreas and chapter 11
on rare and secondary tumours of the
pancreas). In other places the text is contradic-
tory, for instance, we are told on page 4 that
annular pancreas usually manifests late in life,
on page 29 that annular pancreas is rare and is
usually seen in children, and on page 38 the
book informs us that half of the cases present
in the neonatal period and half in adulthood.

Because of the multiplicity of authors, a
balanced overview of imaging is not given to
guide the clinician through the confusing
array of methods available and some of the
statements in the book would not get general
acceptance (such as 'endoscopic ultrasound is
the technique of choice for diagnosing
choledocholithiasis in acute pancreatitis' and
pancreatitis and cholangitis are contra-indica-
tions to ERCP').

Although in general the book is well illus-
trated, there are areas of omission, such as the
lack of any illustration of endoscopic ultra-
sound for the localisation of endocrine
tumours.
A book such as this will usually be used as

a reference text, however, it failed me rather
in this when I tried to use it for this purpose.
There was no discussion in the text on groove
pancreatitis and insufficient detail for it to be
helpful in a difficult interventional case.

In conclusion, the book states in its preface
that it attempts to outline the most efficient
approach for diagnostic imaging of different
clinical situations. I believe it largely fails in
this and falls between a book predominantly
of interest to radiologists and to clinicians. It
is well illustrated, multi-disciplinary, and well
referenced, but at its price I do not believe it
can be generally recommended.

P J SHORVON

Molecular and Cell Biological Aspects of
Gastroenteropancreatic Neuroendocrine
Tumor Disease. Edited by B Wiedenmann,
L K Kvols, R Arnold, E-O Riecken. (Pp 535;
illustrated; $145.00.) New York: New York
Academy of Sciences, 1994. ISBN 0-89766-
89709.

It is now a little over 20 years since Palade
received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine for his work in elucidating the path-
way by which proteins are secreted by cells.
He defined how proteins destined for secre-
tion pass from the endoplasmic reticulum,
through the Golgi complex and to the cell
surface by way of a series of vesicle fission and
fusion cycles. At that time the molecular
machinery that might constitute the secretory
pathway was unknown, understanding of the
cell physiological mechanisms that might
account for stimulated exocytosis was vague,
and it was not at all clear how the pathway for
secretion of proteins was related to that for
small neurotransmitters at nerve terminals.
The progress that has been made in recent
years in dealing with these issues has been
impressive. It is now recognised that there is a
remarkable conservation of the molecular
mechanisms accounting for vesicle budding
and fusion events in cells as diverse as
yeast, mammalian exocrine cells, and brain
neurons; at the same time substantial progress
has been made in elucidating the principles of
stimulus-secretion coupling. However, while
the gastrointestinal tract and its appendages
represent one of the most striking concentra-
tions of secretory cells in the body, the impli-
cations for clinical gastroenterology of much
of the recent work in secretory cell biology
remains unexplored. The rather rare neuro-
endocrine tumours of the gut and pancreas
provide a special case in which it is already
possible to see how this imbalance might be
redressed. This volume represents the pro-
ceedings of a conference held in Berlin in
November 1993, which dealt with recent
progress in neuroendocrine cell biology in
general, and with the significance of this for
the diagnosis and treatment of neuro-
endocrine tumours of the gut and pancreas in
particular.
The 53 chapters of this book are grouped

in 10 sections: of these four are mainly or
solely concerned with the cellular and
molecular biology of secretory cells and have
little or no clinical content (Transporters,
Proton pumps, Exocytotic and endocytotic
processes, and Signal transduction); four sec-
tions cover both basic and clinical issues
(Neuroendocrine pathology, Cellular differentia-
tion and growth, Receptors and neuroendocrine
tumour disease, and Model systems in neuroen-
docrine tumour disease), and two are clearly
focused on clinical topics (Implications for
improved diagnosis, and Possible new therapeutic
concepts). A sprinkling of chapters are only
tangentially related to the main theme, but all
the main sections contain contributions by
leading international workers that should
provide profitable reading for both basic
scientists and clinicians. Inevitably, the pro-
ceedings of conferences in fast moving fields
quickly loose a sense of immediacy. Even so,
this volume has a sufficiently strong review
element to ensure that, for example, clinical
practitioners who are interested to know
where the basic science in this field is going,
will be able to obtain an accurate impression.
As such, it will provide a valuable starting
point for a consideration of the opportunities
now emerging for clinical research not just on
neuroendocrine tumours, but also more

generally on other gastrointestinal secretory
functions and dysfunctions.

GJ DOCKRAY

NOTES

Health Care

The First European Forum of Quality
Improvement in Health Care will be held in
London on 7-9 March 1996. For more infor-
mation contact: Clare Moloney, BMA
Conference Unit, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London WC1H 9JP. Fax: 0171 383
6663; Tel: 0171 383 6478.

General surgery

The Postgraduate Course in General Surgery
will be held on 25-27 April 1996 in San
Francisco, California, USA. Further informa-
tion from: University of California, Office of
Continuing Medical Education, 1855 Folsom
St, MCB Room 630, San Francisco, CA
94143-0742, USA. Tel: 415 476-4251; Fax:
415 476-0318.

Ammonia

The Ninth International Symposium on
Ammonia will be held on 4-6 May 1996 in
Newcastle upon Tyne. Further information
from: Dr Hanan Al Mardini, Liver Unit,
Department of Medicine, Medical School,
University of Newcastle upon Tyne,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4HH.

European Pancreatic Club

The first combined meeting of the European
Pancreatic Club and the International
Association of Pancreatology will take place
on 12-15 June 1996 in Mannheim
(University of Heidelberg), Germany.
Further information from: Dr M V Singer,
Department of Medicine IV, University
Hospital of Heidelberg at Mannheim, D-
68135 Mannheim, Germany. Tel: +49-621-
383-3359; Fax: +49-621-383-3805.

Sir Francis Avery Jones BSG Research
Award 1996

Applications are invited by the Education
Committee of the British Society of Gastro-
enterology who will recommend to Council the
recipient of the 1996 Award. Applications
(eighteen copies) should include:

(1) A manuscript (2 A4 pages only)
describing the work conducted.

(2) A bibliography of relevant personal
publications.

(3) An outline of the proposed content of
the lecture, including title.

(4) A written statement confirming that all
or a substantial part of the work has been per-
sonally conducted in the UK or Eire.

Entrants must be 40 years or less on 31
December 1996 but need not be a member of
the BSG. The recipient will be required to
deliver a 40 minute lecture at the Spring
meeting of the Society in 1996. Applications
(eighteen copies) should be made tO: The
Honorary Secretary, BSG, 3 St Andrews Place,
London NW1 4LB by 1 December 1995.
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