





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Gut]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 46, Issue 6 
	Innate immunity to carcinomas?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Science alert


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Innate immunity to carcinomas?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S J C GOLBY, 
	J SPENCER

	Department of Histopathology

	Guy's Kings and St Thomas' Medical School

	London, UK


	Dr J Spencer, Department of Histopathology, GKT Medical School, St Thomas' Campus, Lambeth Palace Rd, London SE1 7EH, UK.  Email: jo.spencer{at}kcl.ac.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/gut.46.6.752

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
Comment

A receptor ligand system that can facilitate the unconditional killing of epithelial tumour cells by a subset of tumour infiltrating lymphocytes has been reported by a group at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Centre, Seattle.1


We have known for many years that a subset of γ/δ T cells is specifically associated with immune responses at epithelial surfaces. Whereas γ/δ T cells in the blood predominantly use the Vδ2 delta chain, recognising soluble non-peptide antigens, the intraepithelial γ/δ T cells use the alternative Vδ1. Until quite recently there was no known ligand for these cells. Earlier work by this group, which has previously been highlighted inGut,2
3 demonstrated that these Vδ1 bearing cells recognise the ligands MICA and the closely related MICB, molecules which are distantly related to MHC class I but do not present intracellular peptide antigens. MICA is expressed patchily in normal gut epithelium, possibly induced in response to cellular distress, but not by other normal epithelia. It was therefore hypothesised that γ/δ T cells using Vδ1 patrol the gut, lysing those epithelial cells expressing MICA/B as a consequence of antigenic or chemical … 
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