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      Currently, decisions regarding patient care in Crohn’s disease are largely dictated by clinical phenotypes, incorporating disease localisation and behaviour. In this context, a molecular classification based on genetic susceptibility can provide a far more meaningful stratification for biologically relevant genotype–phenotype associations, and ultimately, the individualisation of patient treatment.1

      The IBD5 risk haplotype (IBD5risk) located within the 5q31 cytokine gene cluster has been unequivocally associated with Crohn’s disease.2 Specific clinical phenotypes have not been firmly established for IBD5risk, although an association with perianal and with fistulising Crohn’s disease has been proposed.3–8 We performed genotype–phenotype correlations for IBD5risk and Crohn’s disease in a cohort of 325 German patients, described elsewhere,3 to determine whether IBD5risk is associated with specific localisation phenotypic features and, in particular, with an extensive disease feature. Disease characteristics and age of onset were also analysed. Phenotyping procedures have been … 
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