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    The incidence of obesity and associated disorders has dramatically increased worldwide. Obese individuals exhibit an increased risk of developing diseases such as atherosclerosis, diabetes, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease and cancer. Breast, prostate or colorectal cancer (CRC) are leading cancers in the Western world. Epidemiological studies indicate that obesity represents a significant risk factor for the development of these cancers, although the exact mechanisms have not yet been identified. Research in the past years has characterised important pathways that link metabolism with the immune system and vice versa.1 Although, currently, there is still limited evidence, inflammatory/immune mediators released by many cell types including adipocytes could be attractive candidates for linking obesity with cancer. Two reports in this issue of Gut (see pages 1583 and 1637) provide further evidence that molecules regulating metabolic/inflammatory pathways might be involved in gastrointestinal carcinogenesis.2 3
Adipocytokines: key immune mediators derived mainly from adipocytes
Obesity is associated with a chronic inflammatory state characterised by abnormal cytokine and acute-phase protein production, and increased activity of inflammatory signalling pathways. Many of the interactions between metabolic and immune pathways are mediated by a complex network of soluble mediators derived from immune cells and adipocytes, ie, adipocytokines. Adiponectin and leptin are the most abundant adipocytokines produced by adipocytes.
Adiponectin is a pleiotropic molecule with immunomodulatory, anti-inflammatory, … 



  







View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding Supported by the Christian Doppler Research Society.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	OesophagusAssociation of adiponectin multimers with Barrett’s oesophagus

J H Rubenstein
J Y Kao
R D Madanick
M Zhang
M Wang
M B Spacek
J L Donovan
S D Bright
N J Shaheen


Gut 2009; 58 1583-1589   Published Online First:  30 Jun 2009. doi: 10.1136/gut.2008.171553 



	Colorectal cancerInvolvement of JNK pathway in the promotion of the early stage of colorectal carcinogenesis under high-fat dietary conditions

H Endo
K Hosono
T Fujisawa
H Takahashi
M Sugiyama
K Yoneda
Y Nozaki
K Fujita
M Yoneda
M Inamori
K Wada
H Nakagama
A Nakajima


Gut 2009; 58 1637-1643   Published Online First:  30 Jun 2009. doi: 10.1136/gut.2009.183624 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Society of Gastroenterology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Visual Abstracts
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article paper
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-3288Print ISSN: 0017-5749

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Society of Gastroenterology. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


