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In patients with cirrhosis, an innocent precipitating event can often lead to acute clinical deterioration which culminates in multiple organ failure and very high rates of mortality, a condition referred to as acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF).1 The definition, natural history and the pathophysiological basis of this condition is being intensely discussed and studied by numerous groups across the world and has led to the development of the Asian, European and American study groups to try and answer the many questions that this intriguing condition raises.
The paper by Katoonizadeh et al2 explores the important question of the histological characteristics of this syndrome (see page 1561). In order to limit the heterogeneity, the authors appropriately limited their observations to patients with alcoholic liver disease. They included two groups of patients: an ACLF group comprising patients with underlying alcoholic cirrhosis who, within a short period of 4–8 weeks, developed end-organ dysfunction following a precipitating event; these patients were biopsied within 48–72 h of admission. The second group they studied were patients with chronic decompensated cirrhosis (CHD) who underwent liver biopsy as part of assessment for liver transplantation. The study group included 102 eligible patients (54 with ACLF and 48 with CHD). The data confirm that mortality of patients with ACLF is extremely high, with an in-hospital mortality of 46% compared with 10% for patients with CHD. The presence of clinical indicators of systemic inflammatory … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Linked articles: 189639.

	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	HepatologyEarly features of acute-on-chronic alcoholic liver failure: a prospective cohort study

Aezam Katoonizadeh
Wim Laleman
Chris Verslype
Alexander Wilmer
Geert Maleux
Tania Roskams
Frederik Nevens


Gut 2010; 59 1561-1569   Published Online First:  30 Jul 2010. doi: 10.1136/gut.2009.189639 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Society of Gastroenterology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Visual Abstracts
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article paper
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-3288Print ISSN: 0017-5749

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Society of Gastroenterology. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


