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We read with great interest the article by Swidsinski et al reporting on a possible link between acute appendicitis and a local invasion by Fusobacteria. Investigating sections of 70 appendixes with confirmed appendicitis using rRNA-based fluorescence in situ hybridisation, the authors found bacteria deeply infiltrating the appendix. Fusobacteria (mainly Fusobacterium nucleatum/necrophorum) were specific components of epithelial and submucosal infiltrates in 62% of patients and were not found in various controls. The presence of Fusobacteria correlated positively with the severity of appendicitis. Conversely, main faecal microbiota including Faecalibacterium prausnitzii groups were significantly decreased with an inverse relationship with the severity of the disease.1
Altogether, these observations point to the presence … 
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