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We read with interest the recent paper in Gut by Kerr and colleagues1 describing a new mouse model of Crohn's disease (CD)-like ileitis caused by Src homology 2 domain-containing inositol-5′-phosphatase (SHIP) deficiency. The human SHIP protein, encoded by the INPP5D gene on chromosome 2q37.1, is an enzyme that hydrolyses the 5′-phosphate of phosphatidylinositol-(3,4,5)-trisphosphate so that it counteracts stimulatory pathways such as phosphoinositide 3-kinase. The enzyme is regulated by tyrosine phosphorylation in haematopoietic cells following activation of surface receptors for various cytokines or in response to B cell antigen receptor cross-linking or T cell activation. In previous studies, the authors showed that SHIP signalling plays … 
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