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    	HEPATITIS B



One of the conundrums of chronic infection with the hepatitis B virus (HBV) is identifying those individual patients who are at risk for the development of the serious sequelae of cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). It has been estimated that 25–40% of patients with chronic hepatitis B (CHB) who acquire the virus early in life (perinatal or early horizontal transmission from an HBeAg-positive source) will eventually develop these serious and disastrous consequences.1 Viral factors associated with the outcome of CHB include hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg) status, HBV DNA and HBsAg levels (>2000 IU/mL) in serum, HBV genotype and HBV variants, all of which have been shown to positively enhance the risk for disease progression.2–4 The viral variants considered significant risk factors include the basal core promoter (BCP) mutants A1762T/G1764A which have been strongly associated with the development of HCC.5 However, these viral factor associations are not absolute and the need for a viral biomarker that achieves such a goal in patients with CHB is very strong.

Dr Tai-Chung Tseng and colleagues6 from Taiwan provide compelling evidence that the presence of BCP mutants A1762T/G1764A in patients 1 year after HBeAg seroconversion significantly increases risk of cirrhosis in Asian subjects. Moreover, using a quantitative molecular analysis based on pyrosequencing, they also found that patients harbouring a higher percentage (≥45%) of A1762T BCP mutant, had a higher risk for liver cirrhosis than those with a lower A1762T BCP mutant percentage (<10%). By contrast, the A1762T … 



  













View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Contributors SL and PR contributed equally to the generation of this commentary.


	

Competing interests None.


	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	HepatologyHigher proportion of viral basal core promoter mutant increases the risk of liver cirrhosis in hepatitis B carriers

Tai-Chung Tseng
Chun-Jen Liu
Hung-Chih Yang
Chi-Ling Chen
Wan-Ting Yang
Cheng-Shiue Tsai
Stephanie Fang-Tzu Kuo
Femke Carolien Verbree
Tung-Hung Su
Chia-Chi Wang
Chen-Hua Liu
Pei-Jer Chen
Ding-Shinn Chen
Jia-Horng Kao


Gut 2014; 64 292-302   Published Online First:  24 Apr 2014. doi: 10.1136/gutjnl-2014-306977 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Society of Gastroenterology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Visual Abstracts
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article paper
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-3288Print ISSN: 0017-5749

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Society of Gastroenterology. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


