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Dear Editor,
Increasing evidence suggests that genetic factors play a role in the multifactorial aetiology of liver fibrosis. In their recent paper, Zhao et al
1 support this by describing the role of the Jnk1 gene in liver fibrogenesis. Previously, the role of other inflammatory-related genes in the development of liver fibrosis has been described in patients with chronic liver diseases. In patients with chronic hepatitis C, Nalpas et al
2 demonstrated a strong association between single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) in the interferon gamma receptor 2 (IFNGR2) gene and progression of liver fibrosis. The role of interferon gamma in liver fibrogenesis has been reported before, but the precise mechanism of this effect has not yet been fully elucidated.3 ,4 Currently, it is not known whether the genetic variants in the IFNGR2 gene also influence liver fibrogenesis in individuals without liver disease. Therefore, we aimed to study the association between the IFNGR2 SNPs and liver fibrosis in the general population.
For this purpose, we assessed the extent of liver fibrosis non-invasively by measuring liver stiffness (LS) using transient elastography (TE) (Fibroscan, Echosens) in 1059 participants of the Rotterdam study. Genotyping in these, almost exclusively Caucasian (99.6%) participants was performed with the Infinium II HumanHap 550K Genotyping Bead-Chip V.3 (Illumina, San Diego, California, USA). The Rotterdam Study is a large, ongoing, prospective population-based cohort study in subjects aged ≥55 years in … 
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