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    Abstract
Introduction The Association of Coloproctology first published surgeon specific outcome data in September 2013. There has been some concern this may lead to surgeons refusing to operate on higher risk patients. Furthermore, Published by the Royal College of Surgeons of England, “Access Ages 2” suggests that there is a marked decline in rates of elective surgery in over 65s. It described a 9 fold difference in the rate of colorectal cancer excision for over 75s depending on where the patient lives. We hypothesised that concern over poor outcomes may lead to a reduction in the age of patients offered elective colorectal cancer excision.

Method Data was prospectively collected on all patients undergoing elective colorectal cancer resections in our unit. We compared the patient selection for one year before and after publication of surgeon specific data.

Results In the 12 months prior to publication of surgeon specific data, our Unit (4 Consultant Colorectal Surgeons) operated on 114 patients with a median age of 71 (IQR 63–77.5), compared to 84 patients with a median age of 72.5 (65–77) for the subsequent 12 months (p = 0.351, Mann-Whitney). There were more patients in the 75–85 age range than in the 65–75 range. The comorbidities identified in both groups were comparable.

Conclusion There was no difference in the age group of patients offered elective surgery following the publication of surgeon specific outcome data. Fears that the publication may lead to older patients being denied surgery were unfounded.

Disclosure of interest None Declared.
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