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We read with interest the study by Knoop et al
1 who reported deleterious effects of antibiotics on the intestinal microflora. This observation should motivate the development of powerful tools for the diagnosis of infections to limit inappropriate antibiotic prescription. Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) in patients with cirrhosis2 is a frequent life-threatening complication3 whose diagnosis is based on manual ascitic polymorphonuclear (PMN) count higher than 250 cells/μL.4 However, manual measurement of PMN count is operator dependent, makes quality control difficult and can delay the diagnosis.5 Recently, we have evaluated the validity and utility of ascitic fluid triggering receptors expressed on myeloid cells-1 (TREM-1) levels for the diagnosis of SBP. TREM-1 for triggering receptors expressed on myeloid cells-1
6 is a receptor expressed and released by innate inflammatory cells after exposure to bacteria membrane components.7

From February to October 2014, we prospectively included in a test cohort all consecutive patients older than 18 years with cirrhosis admitted to two departments of hepatology and one intensive care … 
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