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We read with interest the work by Haug et al published in Gut.1 Longitudinal data from 4523 participants in the first round of a faecal immunochemical test for haemoglobin (FIT)-based screening programme, of whom 3427 also participated in the second round, were studied. In both first and second rounds, a threshold of 10 µg Hb/g faeces was used. The cohort was followed up for 2 years. The cumulative positivity and the number of participants diagnosed with neoplasia over the two rounds of screening were determined and compared with a hypothetical strategy involving single round screening with use of lower faecal haemoglobin concentration (f-Hb) thresholds and omission of the second round. It was suggested that lowering the f-Hb threshold and extending the screening interval could possibly enhance population-based screening programmes.
In our pilot evaluation of FIT-based screening in Scotland, a much higher f-Hb threshold (≥80 µg Hb/g faeces) was employed.2 … 
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