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The object of Gut is to publish original papers and
reviews concerned with practice and research in the field
of gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary,
hepatic, or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the
medical, surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They
may also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The
report of a single case will be accepted only if it is of
sufficient interest in relation to a wider field of research.

There will be a section, devoted to short papers on
laboratory and surgical techniques and methods of inves-
tigation where these are not part of a lesser survey.

coMMuNcATnoNs Papers should be addressed to the
Editor, Gut, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London,
WCIH 9JR. Papers are accepted only on the under-
standing that they are not published elsewhere without
previous sanction of the Editorial Board. They should
be in double-spaced typewriting on one side of the paper
only. On the paper the name of the author should appear
with initials (or distinguishing Christian name) only, and
the name and address of the hospital or laboratory where
the work was performed. A definition of the position
held by each of the authors in the hospital or laboratory
should be stated in a covering letter to the Editor. Com-
munications should be kept short, and illustrations
should be'included when necessary: coloured illustra-
tions are allowed only if monochrome will not satis-
factorily demonstrate the condition. It is not desirable
that results should be shown both as tables and graphs.

ILLUSTRATIONs Diagrams should be drawn in indian
ink on white paper. Bristol board, or blue-squared paper.
The legends for illustrations should be typed on a
separate sheet and numbered to conform with the relevant
illustrations. Photographs and photonlicrographs should
be on glossy paper, unmounted. TABLES should not be
included in the body of the text, but should be typed on a
separate sheet.

ABBREVIATIONS In general, symbols and abbreviations
should be those used by British Chemical and Physio-
logical Abstracts. In any paper concerning electrolyte
metabolism, it is desirable that data be calculated as
m-equiv/l. as well as (or alternatively to) mg/100 ml.
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lowed by the numbers of first and last pages of the article.
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The May 1971 Issue
THE MAY 1971 ISSUE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING PAPERS

An ultrastructural study of the effect of neomycin
on the colon in the human subject and in the con-
ventional and the germ-free mouse A. P. R.
ALUWIHARE

Movement of segmental constrictions in the human
colon JAMES A. RITCHIE

Absorption of sodium and water by human rectum
measured by a dialysis method C. J. EDMONDS

Experimental hepatic cirrhosis in dogs caused by
chronic massive iron overload PEDRO EURICO
LISBOA

Observations on iron in the jejunal lumen after a
standard meal J. GLOVER AND A. JACOBS

Disappearance of gastrin and pentagastrin in the
portal circulation JOHN M. TEMPERLEY, BRIAN H.
STAGG, AND JOHN H. WYLLIE

A comparison of alcoholic pancreatitis in rat and
man H. SARLES, G. LEBREUIL, F. TASSO, C. FIGARELLA,
F. CLEMENTE, M. A. DEVAUX, B. FAGONDE, AND H.
PAYAN

The value of phenol red and chromic chloride as
nonabsorbable gastric indicators R. J. CLARKE AND
J. ALEXANDER WILLIAMS

Ganglion cell changes in experimental stenosis of
the gut R. J. EARLAM

A paediatric tube and capsule for suction biopsy
of the small intestinal mucosa designed for direct
nasogastric intubation R. E. SCHNEIDER AND R.
CHANG

Progress report Intestinal absorption in the 'con-
taminated small-bowel syndrome' MICHAEL GRACEY

Progress report Sterol absorption-from lumen to
liver NEIL MCINTYRE

Notes and activities

Copies are still available and may be obtained from the PUBLISHING MANAGER,
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A Study by Perfusion Techniques of the
Absorption Abnormalities in the Jejunum
in Adult Coeliac Disease
R. I. RUSSELL, J. G. ALLAN, V. P. GERSKO-
WITCH, AND J. W. K. ROBERTSON (Depart-
ment ofGastroenterology, Royal Infirmary,
Glasgow) Little is known of the basic
abnormalities in absorption which occur
in coeliac disease. Evidence is presented
that in many patients with adult coeliac
disease there is not only impairment of
absorption but also of secretion of water,
sodium, and chloride.
The transport of water and electrolytes

across the mucosa of the proximal jejunum
has been studied in 14 patients with un-
treated adult coeliac disease by means of a
triple-lumen tube perfusion system
(Cooper, Levitan, Fordtran, and Ingel-
finger, 1966). The results were compared
with data obtained by identical methods
in 15 normal control volunteers. The per-
fusate consisted of 2,822 ml of isotonic
saline, containing 154 m-equiv/l of sodium
and chloride, and 778 ml of 5 g/100 ml
glucose. This gave an isotonic solution
(56 mM with respect to glucose), whose
osmotic pressure was 301 milliosmols.
5'Cr EDTA and phenol red were used as
non-absorbable water-soluble markers.
Mean water absorption in the adult

coeliac disease patients was -26 + 4-7
(SE) ml/hour/30 cm segment compared
with +226 ± 8-2 ml per hour in the
control group. Mean sodium absorption
in the coeliac disease group was - 6-2 ±
1-3 (SE) m-equiv/hour/30 cm segment
compared with +25 3 ± 1-8 m-equiv/hour
in the controls, and for chloride - 61 ±
0-9 m-equiv/hour compared with +22-9
± 1-5 m-equiv/hour in the control group.
In patients with adult coeliac disease there
was thus a highly significant reduction
(P < 0 001) in the absorption of water,
sodium, and chloride compared with
normal.

In a number of patients the study was
repeated two to four months after a
gluten-free diet was commenced. In all
these patients clinical and histological
improvement had occurred but in none
was there a statistically significant im-

provement in the absorption of water,
sodium, or chloride by that time.
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Notes on books
Hirschsprung's Disease by Theodor
Ehrenpreis. (175 pages, Year Book
Medical Publishers, Inc., Chicago. John
Wiley & Sons Ltd, Chichester, £6-30)
This valuable monograph reviews the
development of present concepts of
Hirschsprung's disease and includes
historical notes and a full account of
surgical techniques and results.

Intestinal Transport of Electrolytes, Amino
Acids and Sugars edited by W. McD.
Armstrong and A. S. Nunn, Jr., published
by Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Ill.
(Pp. x + 352, price $21.50) This book is
based on an international symposium held
in 1968, which was concerned mainly with
the transport of electrolytes, sugars, and
amino acids across the small intestine. The
morphology and ultrastructure of the in-
testinal epithelium is discussed in detail
and the basic mechanisms of intestinal
transport are described in depth. In addi-
tion some of the broader implications of
coupled transport in systems other than
the intestine are also discussed.

Pathology of Civilization Diseases by J.
S6s, T. Gati, L. Csalay and I. D6si,
published by Akademiai Kiado, the
Publishing House of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, Budapest. (174
pages, price £2-50) This Hungarian book
written in English brings together en-
vironmental factors in the aetiology of the
so-called diseases of civilization-hyper-
tension, coronary artery disease, peptic
ulcer, and cancer. The problems arising
from chemical contamination of the en-
vironment are discussed in detail. This
book is a mine of unusual and important
information.

Poisoning Misadventures by Lloyd Bryan
Jensen, published by Charles C. Thomas,
Springfield, Ill. (Pp. x + 202, price $10.50)
An unusual and often very interesting
account of poisoning throughout the ages,
full of historical references but also with
much present day information on food-
borne illnesses.

Amyloidosis. Cause and Manifestation of
Senile Deterioration by Philip Schwartz
(395 pages. Charles C. Thomas, Spring-
field, Ill. 1970. $31.00). Amyloidosis is an
important component of the aging
process and involves many parts of the
body, particularly the cardiovascular,
cerebral, and alimentary systems. This
extensive monograph brings together a
vast literature and much experimental
animal work.

Gastrointestinal Motility edited by Ludwig
Demling and Rudolf Ottenjann (Pp. vii
+ 219. Georg Thieme Verlag, Stuttgart;
Academic Press, New York and London.
1971. DM 27.50). This is a report of an
international symposium on motility of
the gastrointestinal tract held in Erlangen
in July 1969. It was attended by 19 of the
leading research workers in this field and
provides an admirable record of the pro-
gress of our knowledge of order and
disorder of motility in the oesophagus,
stomach, small intestine, and colon.

The Exocrine Pancreas edited by Ivan T.
Beck and Duncan G. Sinclair (Pp. x +
278. J. & A. Churchill, London. 1971.
£4-00). This is the proceedings of an
international symposium held in Ontario
in June 1969, and covers morphology and
biochemistry, physiology, acute pancrea-
titis, diagnostic aspects, and clinical
aspects of chronic pancreatitis. There are
17 contributors to this well documented
report which includes the discussion on
the papers.

Surgical Treatment of the Dumping
Syndrome. Experience with Gastro-Jejunal
Fixation by Kristian Stray (56 pages.
Universitetsforlaget, Bergen-Oslo. 1970.
N.Kr. 30). This short monograph reports
a very simple and apparently effective
method of dealing with severe cases of
dumping after partial gastrectomy, and
the same principle can be used to prevent
it at the primary operation. By simply
attaching 6-8 cm of the efferent loop to
the greater curve precipitate emptying
ceases.
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Notes and activities

Stanley Johnson Memorial Lecture

On Wednesday, 1 September 1971, at
5.15 pm at the Royal Free Hospital,
Gray's Inn Road, Dr Rudi Schmid, ofthe
University of California, San Francisco,
will deliver the second Stanley Johnson
memorial lecture. His title will be 'The
formation of bilirubin: mechanism, sites,
and kinetics'.

New Liver Research Unit at King's
College Hospital, London

Building started in February on a new
liver unit. It will be 6,000 sq ft in size and
will contain laboratories for biochemical
work as well as workshops and an area for
biomechanics. The unit is being financed
from a number of donations, the major
one being a grant of £48,000 from the
Wellcome Trust given to further work in
immunology and to liver transplantation.

Notes and activities

designed as a day investigatory and
research department with a particular
emphasis on the genetic aspects of gastro-
enterology. The repertoire of investigatory
techniques is comprehensive, and the
patients now come from many other
hospitals in the region. The comfort of
outpatients was an important feature of
thedesign andthe accommodation consists
of three beds, an endoscopic suite and a
laboratory, in addition to waiting room,
utility rooms, office and consulting room,
the total area being 2,000 sq ft. So far this
is the only gastroenterology unit in the
Liverpool area.
Dr R. B. McConnell is in charge of the

Unit, and a weekly consultative meeting
is attended by most of the Liverpool
members of the British Society of Gastro-
enterology. Much research material is
acquired. About 600 new patients are
seen each year, and each is fully docu-
mented both from the personal and
familial point of view, as well as having
genetic tests carried out. All these data
are being put into the Regional Hospital
Board computer for analysis.

An International Congress organized by
the Soci6teMedicale nternationale d'Endo-
scopie et de Radio-Cintematographie will
be held at Liege from 17 to 19 September
1971. The President is Dr Roger Crismer,
and the Secretary General is Dr Jacques
Raickman from whom all information
may be obtained at 9, Quai des Ardennes,
4000-Liege, Belgium.

Argentine Congress of Gastroenterology
A meeting arranged by the Argentine
Society of Gastroenterology will be held
at Mar del Plata from 28 November to 3
December 1971.

Ninth International Congress of Gastro-
enterology. The meeting will be held in
Paris from 5 to 12 July 1972. The President
of the Organizing Committee is Professor
Jacques Caroli. There is a full scientific
programme and there will be simultaneous
translations of all scientific sessions in
French, English, German, and Spanish.
All enquiries should be addressed to the
Secretary General, S.O.C.F.I., 7, rue
Michel-Ange, 75-Paris 16e.

Gastroenterology Unit at Broadgreen
Hospital, Liverpool

A purpose-built gastroenterology unit at
Broadgreen Hospital, one of the Liverpool
undergraduate teaching hospitals, was

The Fourth Liver Symposium will be held
in Vulpera, Switzerland, from 7 to 9
September 1971. All information can be
obtained from Dr M. S. Meier, Sekre-
tariat des 4 Leber-Symposium, Leitender
Kurarzt, Medical Center, CH-7552 Vul-
pera.



Designed and Printed in England by Eyre & Spottiswoode Ltd, Thanet Press, Margate


