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Gut publishes original papers and reviews concerned with
practice and research in the field of gastroenterology.
The field is that of alimentary, hepatic, or pancreatic
disease, and papers may cover the medical, surgical,
radiological, or historical aspects. They may also deal
with the basic sciences concerned with the alimentary
tract, including experimental work. The report of a
single case will be accepted only if it is of sufficient
interest in relation to a wider field of research.

COMMUNICATIONS Two copies of papers and figures
should be addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London, WC1H 9JR. Papers are
accepted only on the understanding that they are not
published elsewhere without previous sanction of the
Editorial Committee. Manuscripts should follow the
Vancouver conventions (see Br Med J 1979; 1. 532-5.
Gut 1979; 20: 651-2). They should be in doublespaced
typewriting on one side of the paper only. On the paper
the name of the author should appear with initials (or
distinguishing Christian name) only, and the name and
address of the hospital or laboratory where the work
was performed. A short summary should be provided
at the beginning of the paper.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MANUSCWTS Manuscripts will
not be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed postcard
or international reply coupon is enclosed.

ILLUSTRATIONS Photographs Unmounted photographs
on glossy paper should be provided. Diagrams These
will usually be reduced to 21 in wide. Lettering should
be in either Letraset or stencil, and care should be taken
that lettering and symbols are of comparable size.
Illustrations should not be inserted in the text, they
should be marked on the back with Figure numbers,
title of paper, and name of author. All photographs,
graphs, and diagrams should be referred to as Figures
and should be numbered consecutively in the text in
Arabic numerials. The legends for illustrations should
by typed on a separate sheet. Tables Tables should be
numbered consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals
and each typed on a separate sheet.

rmcs Ethical considerations will be taken into account
in the assessment of papers (see the Medical Research
Council's publications on the ethics ofhuman experimen-
tation, and the World Medical Association's code of
ethics, known as the Declaration of Helsinki (see Br Med
J 1964; 2: 177).

SI uNlrS All measurements except blood pressure are
expressed in SI units. In the text they should be followed
by traditional units in parentheses. In tables and illus-
trations values are given only in SI units, but a conversion
factor must be supplied. For general guidance on the
International System of Units, and some useful conver-

sion factors, see The SI for the Health Professions
(WHO, 1977). Such conversion is the responsibility of
the author.

REFERENCES These follow the Vancouver system-that
is, references numbered consecutively in the text and
listed numerically with titles abbreviated in the style of
Index Medicus. Standardlournal article-(list all authors
when six or less; when seven or more, list first three
and add et al.): James A, Joyce B, Harvey T. Effect of
long-term cimetidine. Gut 1979; 20: 123-4. NB: Acate
punctuation Is essential.

CORRECTIONS other than printer's errors may be charged
to the author.

REmPRIrS Twenty-five reprints will be supplied free of
charge. Further reprints will be available on payment of
the necessary costs; the number of reprints required
should be sent to the Publishing Manager on the form
provided with the proof.

NoTICE To ADvERmERs Application for advertisement
space and for rates should be addressed to the Advertise-
ment Manager, Gut, BMA House, Tavistock Square,
London WC1H 9JR.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBEs Gut is published monthly.
The annual subscription rate is £31.00 in the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, and $75X00
by surface mail in all countries overseas. Payment for
overseas subscriptions should be made in US dollars,
i.e. US$75.00 or in your national currency based on the
prevailing exchange rate to the US dollar of that currency,
payable to the British Medical Association. Orders can
also be placed with any leading subscription agent
or bookseller. (For the convenience of readers in the
USA subscription orders, with or without payment, can
also be sent to: British Medical Journal, 1172 Com-
monwealth Avenue, Boston, Mass. 02134. All enquiries,
however, must be addressed to the Publisher in London.)
All enquiries regarding Air Mail rates and single copies
already published should be addressed to the Publisher
in London.
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Notes and activities
BSG Research Award 1980
Five hundred word summaries of personal
research work are invited by the Research
Committee who will recommend to
Council the recipient of the award for
1980. The award consists of a medal and
£100 prize. Entrants must be 40 years or
less (on 31 December 1980) but need not
be a member of the BSG. All (or a sub
stantial part) of the work must have been
performed in theUK or Eire. The recipient
will be required to deliver a 40 minute
lecture at the Plenary Session of the
Spring meeting in 1981. Applications
(six copies) should be made to: The
Honorary Secretary, BSG, The Rayne
Institute, 5 University Street, London
WC1 E 6JJ, no later than 1 November
1980.

Oxford Course in Gastroenterology
The Oxford Course in Gasteroenterology
will take place on 4-7 January 1981. It
is designed for consultants and registrars,
not necessarily specialising in gastro-
enterology. Topics discussed will include
portal hypertension, Crohn's disease, the
pancreas, coeliac disease, new develop-
ments in hepatology, and new techniques
in gastroenterology. Further information
from Dr D P Jewell, The John Radcliffe
Hospital, Oxford OX3 9DU. Telephone
Oxford 64711.

Books
The Hepatic Coma Syndromes and Lac-
tulose By H 0 Conn and M M
Lieberthal. (Pp. 419. Illustrated. $46.00).
Williams and Wilkins: Baltimore. 1979.
This is an up-to-date and encyclopaedic
account of hepatic encephalopathy and its
treatment. Despite the wealth of detail
the book is easy to read as it is well
illustrated arid the prose is punctuated
with the witticisms one has come to expect
from these authors.

There are detailed descriptions of the
clinical and laboratory features of hepatic
encephalopathy, including interesting ob-
servations on the nature of asterixis and
foetor hepaticus. Clinically detectable
encephalopathy is clearly only the tip of
the iceberg and there is an excellent
chapter on the development and use of
psychometric testing. The biochemical
abnormalities purporting to be respon-
sible for coma are well set out and dis-

cussed and it is interesting to see that
ammonia is again rated highly after some
years of relative obscurity. Chapters on
the inherited hyperammonaemiac states
and Reye's syndrome are included for
completeness.
The second half of the book is devoted

to the management of hepatic encephalo-
pathy with particular emphasis on the
role of lactulose. The pharmacology and
mechanism of action of lactulose are
considered in detail. The data from clinical
trials are well set out and analysed and
there is no doubt that the drug is highly
efficacious and entirely safe-an unusual
combination. The use of the lactulose
enema (a neglected approach in the
United Kingdom) is highlighted and there
are interesting observations on the value
of combining lactulose with neomycin, a
situation in which only 30-50% of the
patients seem to derive any benefit from
the lactulose.
Although the book is perhaps too long

and detailed for most busy general
gastroenterologists, it is a must for the
hepatologist and as a source book should
be in every library.

I M MURRAY-LYON

International Symposium on Hepatoxicity
Edited by M Eliakim, J Eshchar, and
H J Zimmerman. (Pp. 167. Illustrated.
£12.35; $19.0O.) Academic Press: New
York, London. 1979.
This book is a collection of papers
presented at a symposium in 1973 and is
now of little more than historical interest.
It is surprising that there are no contribu-
tions dealing with the hepatotoxicity of
paracetamol, anti-tuberculous drugs, or
alcohol. There is nothing about vinyl
chloride in the section on occupational
hepatotoxicity.

There appears to have been little
editing of individual contributions, many
chapters do not contain a summary, and
there is no index. A section on the value
of serum enzyme measurements, by one
of the editors, merely tells the reader that
this was discussed during the symposium.
A detailed account would have been
particularly valuable for a new worker in
the field. Some chapters, however, are
excellent, including Erlinger on bile flow
and Berthelot on bilirubin disposal. Conn
has written a well-balanced, though
somewhat philosophical, account of halo-
thane hepatitis, but recent studies in-
evitably make the section on pathogenesis
out of date.

The final section of the book deals with
environmental and host factors. With the
exception of tne chapters on aflatoxins
and seneccio the section contains little
data and would have benefited from ruth-
less editing.

S P WILKINSON

Immunology of the Gastrointestinal Tract
Edited by P Asquith. (Pp. 348. Illustrated,
£20.50.) Churchill-Livingstone :Edinburgh.
Dr. Asquith has assembled a highly
talented team which has produced a
volume remarkable for its comprehensive
reviews. The book begins with three
chapters on the basic immunology of the
gut. The second part concerns disorders of
gastrointestinal immunity and includes
valuable contributions on the mouth, food
allergy, and infections. Chapters on the
immunobiology of the alimentary tract of
the pig and an extensive review of animal
disease akin to coeliac disease and
inflammatory bowel disease are useful
adjuncts. I found the chapter on the
stomach confusing, but, in general, the
layout of each chapter is clear, although
the text is so heavily referenced with
authors' names that reading frequently
becomes difficult. The text could have
been simplified in several places as many
tables are provided that summarise the
information together with the appropriate
references. The book will be of immense
value as a source of reference for many
disciplines concerned with the immuno-
logy of the gastrointestinal tract. It is a
pity that high cost may largely confine
this book to libraries.

D P JEWELL

Books received

Mechanisms of Intestinal Secretion Edited
by Henry J Binder. (Pp. 299; illustrated;
$28). Liss: New York. 1979.
A Decade of Viral Hepatitis: Abstracts
1969-1979 Edited by Arie J Zuckerman.
(Pp. 501; price not stated.) Elsevier/North
Holland: Amsterdam. 1980.
Annual Research Reviews: Substance P,
vol. 2 By Petr Skrabanek and David
Powell. (Pp. 175; £16.50.) Churchill
Livingstone: Edinburgh. 1980.
Recent Advances in Surgery-10 Edited
by Selwyn Taylor. (Pp. 440; illustrated;
£9-50.) Churchill Livingstone: Edinburgh.
1980.
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The right to die and the chance to live Jonathan E Rhoads (USA)
Ethics and randomised clinical trials Gustav Giertz (Sweden)

World Health Organisation biomedical research guidelines and the conduct of
clinical trials Withold Rudowski (Poland)

Taboos and clinical research in West Africa 0 0 Ajayi (Nigeria)
Limitations of the surgical contract Folke Nilsson (Sweden)
The delegation of surgical responsibility John Cook (UK)

Moral and ethical issues in geriatric surgery R Reiss (Israel)
Closing remarks on ethical problems in surgical practice Lord Smith of Marlow

Papers delivered at the XXIst Annual Meeting of the
International Federation of Surgical Colleges held in conjunction with the

1979 Congress of the Societe International de Chirurgie and The International
Cardiovascular Society in San Francisco, USA, 1979

Appearing in Vol 6, No. 2, June 1980-Journal of Medical Ethics

Annual Subscription: Inland £16.00; Overseas US$40.00. Single copies £4.75 (US$11.00)

ORDER NOW FROM Professional and Scientific PublicationsTavistock House East, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR

BRITISH POSTGRADUATE' MEDICAL
FEDERATION

University of London

Advanced Postgraduate Course
in Gastroenterology

10 November-5 December 1980

The nineteenth annual four-week course in
gastroenterology, designed for doctors already
experienced in the speciality, will be held from
10 November-5 December 1980. Lecturers
from the leading gastroenterological centres in
London and elsewhere will participate. Approved
under APTS.

Fee: £350.

Inquiries and application forms from:
The Secretary to the Gastroenterology Course,
British Postgraduate Medical Federation,
33 Millman Street, London WC1 N 3EJ.
Telephone: 01 -831 6222. Early application is
advised.

Drugs and Disease

The Proceedings of a Symposium
organised by the

Royal College of Pathologists

Edited by
Sheila Woriledge

Price: Inland £3Q00;
Adroad US $7.50
including postage

The Publishing Manager, JOURNAL OF
CLINICAL PATHOLOGY, BMA House
Tavistock Square, London WC1 H 9JR
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