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with practice and research in the field of gastro-
enterology. The field is that of alimentary, hepatic, or
pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the medical,
surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They may
also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The
report of a single case will be accepted only if it is of
sufficient interest in relation to a wider field of research.

COMMUNICATIONS Two copies of papers and figures
should be addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR. Papers are
accepted only on the understanding that they are not
published elsewhere without previous sanction of the
Editorial Committee. Manuscripts should follow the
Vancouver conventions (see Br Med J 1979; 1: 532-5.
Gut 1979; 20: 651-2). They should be in double-spaced
typewriting on one side of the paper only. On the
paper the name of the author should appear with
initials (or distinguishing Christian name) only, and
the name and address of the hospital or laboratory
where the work was performed. A short summary
should be provided at the beginning of the paper.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MANUSCRIPTS Manuscripts will
not be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed
postcard or international reply coupon is enclosed.

ILLUSTRATIONS Photographs Unmounted photographs
on glossy paper should be provided. Diagrams These
will usually be reduced to 2i in wide. Lettering should
be in either Letraset or stencil, and care should be
taken that lettering and symbols are of comparable
size. Illustrations should not be inserted in the text,
they should be marked on the back with Figure num-
bers, title of paper, and name of author. All photo-
graphs, graphs, and diagrams should be referred to as
Figures and should be numbered consecutively in the
text in Arabic numerals. The legends for illustrations
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useful conversion factors, see The SI for the Health
Professions (WHO, 1977). Such conversion is the
responsibility of the author.

REFERENCES These follow the Vancouver system-that
is, references numbered consecutively in the text and
listed numerically with titles abbreviated in the style
of Index Medicus, Standard journal article-(list all
authors when six or less; when seven or more, list first
three and add et al.): James A, Joyce B, Harvey T.
Effect of long-term cimetidine. Gut 1979; 20: 123-4.
NB: Accurate punctuation is essential.

CORRECTIONS other than printer's errors may be
charged to the author.

REPRINTS Twenty-five reprints will be supplied free of
charge..Further reprints will be available on payment
of the necessary costs; the number of reprints required
should be sent to the Publishing Manager on the form
provided with the proof.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS Application for advertisement
space and for rates should be addressed to the
Advertisement Manager, Gut, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London WCIH 9JR.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS Gut is published monthly.
The annual subscription rate is £37-00 in the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, and $89 00
by surface mail in all countries overseas. Payment for
overseas subscriptions should be made in US dollars,
i.e. US$89.00 or in your national currency based on
the prevailing exchange rate to the US dollar of that
currency, payable to the British Medical Association.
Orders can also be placed with any leading subscription
agent or bookseller. (For the convenience of readers
in the USA subscription orders, with or without pay-
ment, can also be sent to: British Medical Journal,
1172 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, Mass. 02134.
All enquiries, however, must be addressed to the
Publisher in London.) All enquiries regarding Air
Mail rates and single copies already published should
be addressed to the Publisher in London.

COPYRIGHT ) 1981 Gut. This publication is copyright
under the Berne Convention and the International
Copyright Convention. All rights reserved. Apart from
any relaxations permitted under national copyright
laws, no part of the publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form
or by any means without the prior permission of the
copyright owners. Permission is not, however, required
to copy abstracts of papers or of articles on condition
that a full reference to the source is shown. Multiple
copying of the contents of the publication without
permission is always illegal.
ISSN 0017-5749



860 News and activities: Books

Notes and activities
BSG Autumn Meeting 1981
The 42nd Annual Meeting of the British
Society of Gastroenterology was held
at the University of Exeter on 23 to
25 September under the aegis of the
President (Professor AE Read, Bristol),
Vice-President (Professor CG Clark,
London), and Vice-President Endoscopy
(Dr PB Cotton, London). The meeting
opened with a Teaching Session on
hepatocellular carcinoma, chaired by
Dr Roger Williams and organised jointly
with the Liver Club. The Basic Science
Group Symposium (chaired by Professor
A Bennett and Dr VS Chadwick) dealt
with 'The gut as a barrier'. Other groups
that met on the first day were the
Endoscopy and Gastrointestinal Diag-
nostic Nursing Forum (chaired by Ms
M Hardman), Pathologists' Group
(chaired by Dr PP Anthony), Liver Club
free paper session (chaired by Dr IM
Murray Lyon), and the Radiologists'
Group (chaired by Dr DJ Nolan).
The main meeting included an Endos-

copy Symposium on early gastric cancer
(chaired by Dr PB Cotton). The Endos-
copy Foundation lecture was given by
Dr Alan Kerr Grant under the title 'An
Australian perspective'. Professor Henri
Sarles (Marseilles) delivered the Sir
Arthur Hurst lecture on 'Chronic pan-
creatitis and alcohol consumption' in
the Great Hall during the plenary
session. One hundred and twenty-
seven papers were presented to the
Society and there were 15 posters.
The BSG Annual Dinner wvas held at

Devonshire House, when Professor CG
Clark was duly installed as President.
There was a meeting of the Prout Club
and there was a variety of daytime tours
and evening entertainments. The local
secretary Mr Tom Irvin, Miss E
Stephenson, and the University of
Exeter conference office are hereby
thanked for their hard work, rewrarded
by a very successful and enjovable
meeting.

Postgraduate Gastroenterology Course:
Oxford
This course will be held from 3-6
January 1982, and is designed for con-
sultants and registrars, including those
who do not specialise in gastroenter-
ology. It will consist of selected topics
which are of current interest in relation

to the normal functioning of the diges-
tive system and its diseases. The fee for
the course will be £55, and the closing
date for applications is 1 December
1981. Details from Dr D P Jewell,
The John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford
OX3 9DU. (Telephone Oxford 64711).

Books

Therapeutic Endoscopy and Radiology
of the Gut Edited by John R Bennett.
(Pp. 271; illustrated; £20.) Chapman &
Hall: London, 1981.
Within a few years flexible gastro-
entestinal endoscopy has advanced from
being just a diagnostic technique to a
powerful therapeutic weapon. The
publication of this generally wsell-
produced volume is thus timely and
welcome.
Dr John Bennett has drawn together

a distinguished international group of
contributors from Europe, the UK, and
the USA to present a well-balanced ac-
count of therapeutic endoscopy. and
some facets of interventional radiology.
The general standard of chapters is
very high, although their practical value
to gastroenterologists varies: the best
are explicit, while the less successful
merely indicate what is possible- -with-
out really revealing the secrets. Con-
tributions are up to date and some,
notably those dealing with control of
gastrointestinal haemorrhage, look to
the future. Each contributor assesses
the results and complicationis of the
techniques discussed and most focus
attention on areas of uncertaihty.

Illustrations are copious. The line
diagrams and most of the photographs
are good, but, sadly., many of the radio-
graphs and most of the few black-and-
white endoscopic photographs have not
reproduced w.ell and should perhaps
have been omitted. Misprints are few.
The editor, contributors, and pub-

lishers are to be congratulated on their
rapid publication of this work, which
of necessity must be up to the minute
if it is to be of value in such a rapidly
advancing field.
To quote from the foreword by Dr

S C Truelove: 'I feel sure that this book
will prove to be an inspiration to many
endoscopists and radiologists who have

not yet ventured to embark on thera-
peutic techniques! ' Moreover, it will
be valuable also to experienced thera-
peutic endoscopists and should be avail-
able to all involved in this field.

R COCKEI.

Progress in Liver Diseases Vol. VI.
Edited by H Popper and Fenton
Schnaffer. (Pp 662. Illustrated. £33.40/
$35.50.) Grune and Stratton: London.
1981.
In the preface to the VIth volume of
Progress in Live.r Diseases, the editors
draw a distinction between the Progress
series and a textbook, in that the latter
is comprehensive whereas the former
emphasises areas of particular advance.
But surely the purpose of any medical
book is not only to educate but to
stimulate research, provoke, and arouse
interest in the subject, and this, the
VIth volume in the series, nearly 20
years after the first, lives up to the
remarkable record of its predecessors.
The editors have done much in this
series to delineate hepatology as a
special discipline, which they regard as
the greatest progress in the subject over
this period.

Certainly the coverage in this
volume of the developing areas of in-
terest in liver disease is comprehensive
and interdisciplinary. Not surprisingly,
there are contributions on the hepatitis
viruses, immunopathology, hepato-
cellular carcinoma, bilirubin and bile
acid metabolism, cholestasis, alcohol
and drugs, and new diagnostic tech-
niques in hepatology; in addition, there
are topics of interest less often covered,
such as cell surface receptors in the
liver, hepatotropic substances, the
cytoskeleton of the hepatocyte,
sinusoidal cells, ligandins and endo-
toxin in liver disease. The contributors
are a blend of established names and
rising young stars and their material
includes original work, excellent re-
views, and stimulating hypotheses, all
clearly written and beautifully pro-
duced. Although its price in Great
Britain is only a little more than for a
textbook twice its size, it is good
value and to be highly recommended
for all medical libraries and to post-
graduates with a special interest in
liver disease.

RALPH WRIGHT
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Gastrointestinal Emergencies Edited by
A Torsoli. (Pp. 260; illustrated; £9.55.)
W B Saunders: London, Philadelphia
and Toronto. 1981.
This issue of Clinics in Ga.stroenterology
is presented in a smart green dust
jacket in the hope that it may achieve
a wider market than just those who
subscribe to the series. It covers most
gastrointestinal emergencies and, like
all multi-author books, the quality of
the chapters varies widely. A problem
faced by all the authors, as pointed out
in the introduction, is the paucity of
controlled data testing the benefit of
different diagnostic and therapeutic
manoeuvres in the disorders discussed,
and many of the contributions there-
fore suffer from a rather anecdotal
tone.
The book starts well with a precise

and very readable account of the physi-
ology of body fluids. There follows a
disappointing section on upper gastro-
intestinal bleeding which includes un-
critical discussion of procedures such as
ice-cold saline lavage, intra-arterial in-
fusion of vasopressin, and the use of
specialised units. Subsequent chapters
include an excellent account of toxic
megacolon, although it contains much
that can be found in previous reviews
by the same authors. Other very useful
reviews include those on hepatic failure,
pancreatitis, and paediatric gastro-
intestinal emergencies. The section on
the acute abdomen, a most difficult sub-
ject to review, is a brave attempt that
includes so much detail, particularly in
tabular form, that this reader was left
more confused at the end than the
beginning.
One would not expect to find new

information in a book such as this, its
main value being to provide fairly up-
to-date reviews on a broad subject in
the same covers. This book adequately
fills a gap in the continuing and gen-
erally excellent series of Clinics in

Gastroenterology, and many will find
particular chapters of interest. It does,
however, add little to what can be
found in the standard textbooks on
gastroenterology and is unlikely to be-
come a best seller.

M W DRONFIELD

Tumors of the Pancreas Edited by A R
Moosa. (Pp. 560; illustrated; $74.00.)
Williams and Wilkins: Maryland, USA,
1980.
Few people are better qualified to edit
a book on pancreatic tumours than Dr
Moosa, who is well respected in the
English-speaking world for his work in
this field. He contributes to 11 of the
20 chapters, most of which are based on
experience in Chicago. There are only
three British authors, all of them at one
time training in surgery at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. The scope is com-
prehensive, including surgical anatomy,
physiology, pathology, diagnostic tech-
niques, and treatment. The book will
mainly attract clinical readers, for
whom the balance is good overall. How-
ever, some will baulk at the chapter on
experimental tumours, which runs to
122 pages. Both text and references are
remarkably up to date, even in those
areas where developments have recently
been rapid. Ultrasonography and com-
puted tomography are dealt with in a
balanced fashion, despite ignoring many
British contributions. Ultrasound guided
percutaneous biopsy deserves more de-
tailed explanation and discussion. Dr
Moosa might consider for future
editions a chapter bringing together the
various non-operative palliative tech-
niques. In this book, preoperative
biliary drainage and endopros'theses
have a rather brief mention in the
chapter on investigations, and coeliac
plexus blockade rates only one sentence
in the chapter on surgical anatomy. The
chapter on ERCP is authoritative and

balanced; the references are heavily
weighted west of the Atlantic. The
reviewer was particularly pleased to
read the emphasis on disinfection of
instruments, and problems of radio-
graphic interpretation. The incidence
of pancreas divisum given in this
chapter is more accurate than that
provided from necropsy data in the
first chapter.

This book provides little that is new
or unpublished elsewhere. Howsever, Dr
Moosa is to be congratulated on bring-
ing it all together at this time. The
conclusion to Lord Smith's foreword to
this book is entirely appropriate: 'This
book is timely. It presents an admirable
blend of the scientific and the clinical
and is complete without being over-
complicated. Above all, it is readable
and logical and never loses sight of the
central issue, the treatment of patients'.

P B COTTON

Books received
Bile Acids and Lipids Edited by G
Paumgartner, A Steihl, and W Gerok.
(Pp. 384; illustrated; £24.95). Lancaster,
Lancs: MTP Press. 1981.
Progress in Clinical and Biological Re-
search Vol 61. Nutrition and Child
Health Perspectives for the 1980s.
Edited by R C Tsang and Buford Lee
Nichols, Jr. (Pp. 224; $22.00). New
York: Liss Inc. 1981.
Management of Anaerobic Infections:
prevention and treatment By A T
Willis, P H Jones, and S Reilly. (Pp. 97;
£9.50). Chichester: Wiley. 1981.
The Genetics of Coeliac Disease Edited
by R B McConnell. (Pp. 301; illustrated;
£24.95). MTP Press: Lancaster. 1981.
Endocytosis and Exocytosis in Host
Defence Edited by L B Edebo, L
Enerback, and 0 1 Stendahl. (Pp. 272;
illustrated; Sw1Fr 164, DM 196, US$
98.25). Karger AG: Basel. 1981.
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in all parts of the world for a
maximum of four consecutive years at
REDUCED Annual Subscription Rates.
(Thereafter, or when reaching
consultant status, this special offer
will no longer apply.) The following
reduced rates are unchanged for the
twelve issues published in 1981.

Inland £17.00
Overseas US$40.00
(The full rates are: Inland £37.00; Overseas US$89.00)

The opportunity to subscribe to this
journal of international authority and
repute at a substantially reduced
subscription rate is one not to be
missed by junior doctors seeking to
specialise in gastroenterology.
Please complete the adjacent order
form and send for your subscription
NOW.
Further order forms can be supplied
on request.

ORDER FORM

BMA Publications
BMA House, Tavistock Square
London WC1H 9JR, England

Please enter my subscription to

GUT
O United Kingdom and

Irish Republic £17.00
O Overseas US$40.00
o My remittance for...................

is enclosed
(Please tick appropriate boxes)

NAM E..........................................

ADDRESS ...................................

To be completed by Consultant
I hereby confirm that the above
mentioned doctor is a member
of the junior hospital staff!
resident/intern at......................

Signed .........................................
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