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We read with interest the study of Whiting et al (
Gut2002;50:378–81
OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text

) in which they reported an 11% risk of development of malignancy among patients with atrophic gastritis and intestinal metaplasia over a 10 year period. We agree with their conclusion that their findings should be further evaluated in larger studies, as confirmation of a high risk of malignancy would have important implications for clinical practice. We would however like to raise two issues.
Firstly, in Whiting’s study, biopsies were taken only when there was macroscopic abnormality. These patients may … 
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