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The object of Gut is to publish original papers and reviews
concerned with practice and research in the field of
gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary, hepatic,
or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the medical,
surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They may
also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The report
of a single case will be accepted only if it is of sufficient
interest in relation to a wider field of research.
There will be a section devoted to short papers on

laboratory and surgical techniques and methods of
investigation where these are not part of a lesser survey.

COMMUNICAnoNs Papers should be addressed to the
Editor, Gut, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square,
London, W.C.1. Papers are accepted only on the
understanding that they are not published elsewhere
without previous sanction of the Editorial Board.
They should be in double-spaced typewriting on one side
of the paper only. On the paper the name of the author
should appear with initials (or distinguishing Christian
name) only, and the name and address of the hospital or
laboratory where the work was performed. A definition
of the position held by each of the authors in the hospital
or laboratory should be stated in a covering letter to
the Editor. Communications should be kept short, and
illustrations should be included when necessary; coloured
illustrations are allowed only if monochrome will not
satisfactorily demonstrate the condition. It is not desirable
that results should be shown both as tables and
graphs.

ILLUSTRATIONS Diagrams should be drawn in Indian
ink on white paper, Bristol board, or blue-squared paper.
The legends for illustrations should be typed on a separate
sheet and numbered to conform with the relevant illus-
trations. Photographs and photomicrographs should
be on glossy paper, unmounted. TABLES should not be
included in the body of the text, but should be typed on a
separate sheet.

ABBREVIATIONS In general, symbols and abbreviations
should be those used by British Chemical and Physio-
logical Abstracts. In any paper concerning electrolyte
metabolism, it is desirable that data be calculated as
mEq/l. as well as (or alternatively to) mg/100 ml

REERENCES These should be made by inserting the
name of the author followed by year of publication in
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and year of publication in brackets, the title ofthe article
quoted, the name of the journal in which the article
appeared, the volume number in arabic numerals, fol-
lowed by numbers of first and last pages of article.
Abbreviations are according to WorldMedicalPeriodicals
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Signposts
LIVER TRANSPLANTATION (page 262) Professor Calne,
who recently performed the first successful liver trans-
plant in Great Britain, presents the position today
in this important and topical review.

ANTIBODIES AND IMMUNOGLOBULINS IN LIVER DISEASE
(page 266) Geoffrey Walker and Deborah Doniach
offer a progress report.

EFFECT OF CORTICOSTEROIDS IN CHRONIC HEPATITIS
(page 270) The beneficial effects of corticosteroids
in the treatment of cases of active chronic hepatitis
is of uncertain aetiology. Some observers suggest
that it is not mediated by an improvement in liver
cell function. This study shows that removal of
bromsulphalein from the serum is increased by
corticosteroids and that increased hepatic storage
is one factor responsible for this. Improvement of
liver cell function seems therefore to have been
proven.

HAEMAGGLUTINATION TEST IN INFECTIVE HEPATITIS
(page 284) B. Arora and A. E. Read studied
Havens' test during and after an epidemic of
infective hepatitis. It seems to be of greater theoreti-
cal interest than of real practical value.

ERGOT POISONING IN ACUTE HEPATIC NECROSIS
(page 287) A case history illustrating the danger of
the toxic effects of ergot when liver damage is
present.

CHOLELITHIASIS IN INDIA (page 290) S. L. Malhotra
presents an interesting study of gallstrones among
Indian railroad employees and demonstrates the
inverse relationship of gallstones with peptic ulcer
diseases in different parts of India. There is evidence
to suggest that the pattern of diet and eating in-
fluences the incidence of gall bladder stasis and hence
the incidence of gallstones.

PANCREATITIS (page 296) A review on pathogenesis
by A. D. McCutcheon with an elaboration of his
own hypothesis.

CHRONIC PANCREATITIS (page 31 1) Choledochoduo-
denal anastomosis may have a favourable effect
on the course of the disease but may not affect
biliary stasis.

EXFOLIATIVE CYTOLOGY IN PANCREATIC CARCINOMA
(page 316) Duodenal exfoliative cytology may
provide valuable help in diagnosis.

BLOOD GROUPS AND DUODENAL ULCER (page 319)
This study from the Medical Genetic Unit at Liver-
pool suggests that blood group 0 genes play a part
in determining the severity of duodenal ulcer,
probably by means of an effect on the mucosa of the
upper gastrointestinal tract.

ABSORPTION OF IRON (page 323) This study shows
that iron is absorbed best when it has been mixed
with gastric juice.

MUSCULAR STRICTURE OF THE SIGMOID COLON (page
325) Two cases of idiopathic muscular stricture of
the colon are reported. This has not been previously
described, although muscular thickening can occur
in diverticular disease.

A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE EFFECTS OF HYPOPHY-
SECTOMY AND ADRENALECTOMY ON THE GASTRIC
MUCOSA (pages 332 and 343) Gerard P. Crean has
shown that the marked reduction in mucosal mass
and parietal cell population after hypophysectomy is
not mediated by the effects on the adrenals.

PSYCHOGENIC VOMITING (page 348) Oscar W. Hill
analyses 20 patients and demonstrates the import-
ance of an inescapable hostile relationship within
their family group.

GASTROINTESTINAL AMYLOIDOSIS (page 353) Jose G.
Monteiro shows that the intestinal malfunction is
due to infiltration of nerves in patients with familial
primary amyloidosis.

SIGMOIDOSCOPY (page 355) M. R. Madigan and J. M.
Halls show that an acute angle of the rectosigmoid
area can effectively prevent full instrumentation
which cannot be achieved even with a change in the
patient's position or general anaesthesia.

BRITISH SOCIETY OF GASTROENTEROLOGY (page 363)
Report on the scientific meeting held in April 1968.
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362 M. R. Madigan and J. M. Halls

the limiting factor preventing full instrumentation
with a sigmoidoscope.

Altering the position of the patient or general
anaesthesia does not help in negotiating an acute
flexure impassable in the original position.

False readings of full insertion can be obtained
by stretching of the rectum, when an impassable
flexure is less than 25 cm from the anal margin.

It is possible to predict from radiographs whether
a lesion is within reach of the sigmoidoscope.
A double-contrast enema is necesssary for

investigation of those areas proximal to an impass-
able flexure.
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The April 1968 Issue
THE APRIL 1968 ISSUE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING PAPERS

Signposts

Pepsinogens and pepsins MICHAEL D. TURNER

Effect of irritant purgatives on the myenteric plexus in
man and the mouse BARBARA SMITH

Prognostic value of the serum proteins during severe
attacks of ulcerative colitis F. T. DE DOMBAL

Radiological signs of ulcerative colitis: assessment of
their reliability by means of observer variation studies
N. GEFFEN, A DARNBOROUGH, F. T. DE DOMBAL, G.
WATKINSON, and J. C. GOLIGHER

Radiological appearances of ulcerative colitis: an
evaluation of their clinical significance F. T. DE DOMBAL,
N. GEFFEN, A. DARNBOROUGH, G. WATKINSON, and
J. C. GOLIGHER

Crohn's disease of the colon v. J. MCGOVERN and
S. J. M. GOULSTON

Effect of different foods on the acidity of the gastric
contents in patients with duodenal ulcer. Part III:
Effect of altering the proportions of protein and carbo-
hydrate J. E. LENNARD-JONES, JANET FLETCHER, and
D. G. SHAW

Effect of diet on faecal and urine urobilonogen excretion
and its possible relationship to the pathogenesis of peptic
ulceration s. L. MALHOTRA

Partial biliary obstruction with cholangitis producing
a blind loop syndrome A. J. SCOTT and G. A. KHAN

Immunoglobulins in chronic liver disease TEN FEIZI

Reproducibility of the heaptic uptake test of vitamin B12
absorption J. D. TOWNSEND, T. SMITH, and M. J. S.
LANGMAN

Action of metoclopramide on gastric emptying and small
bowel transit time W. B. JAMES and R. HUME

Electrical activity across human foetal small intestine
associated with absorption processes R. J. LEVIN, 0.
KOLDOVSKY, J. HOgKOVA, V. JIRSOVA, and j. UHER

Cephalic phase of pancreatic secretion in man H.
SARLES, R. DANI, G. PREZELIN, C. SOUVILLE, and c.
FIGARELLA

Carcinoma of the duodenum LOUIS KREEL and COLIN
MACKINTOSH

Candida infection of the oesophagus JOHN M. HOLT

Computer analysis of intraluminal pressure records
J. J. MISIEWICZ, SHEILA L. WALLER, M. J. R. HEALY, and
E. A. PIPER

New clinical method for measuring the rate of gastric
emptying: the double sampling test meal J. D. GEORGE

A new method of objective examination in proctology
RAYMOND P. J. KERREMANS

Device for obtaining samples of intestinal contents for
microbiological and biochemical examinations I. SKALA
and J. SIMACEK

Gastroenterological Society of Australia

European Pancreatic Club

Notes and activities

Copies are still available and may be obtained from the PUBLISHING MANAGER,
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, w.c.1, price 18s. 6D.



Notes and activities

Notes and Activities
BOOKS of special interests to readers of Gut.

An important event in gastroenterological literature is
the publication of Section 6 of the multi-volume handbook
of physiology in which the American Physiological
Society has organized a survey of the alimentary canal.
This has been done under an Editorial Committee with
Dr Charles F. Code as Chairman. The alimentary
section has five volumes, together containing some
hundred and thirty-eight chapters with over one hundred
and fifty of the world's leading physiologists contributing
to this monumental publication with British authors well
represented. The English contributors include Professor
J. M. Hunt, Professor R. A. Gregory, Professor A. A.
Harper, Professor M. D. Milne, Dr R. K. Crane,
Professor C. C. Booth, Dr E. N. Rowlands, and Dr
D. A. Edwards. The volumes are distributed by the
Williams and Wilkins Company, Baltimore, Maryland,
U.S.A. Volume 1 considers the control of food and
water intake, volume 2 covers secretion (salivary, gastric,
and pancreatic), volume 3 deals with gastrointestinal
absorption, volume 4 (the next one to be published)
treats the motility of the alimentary canal, and discusses
smooth muscle physiology. Volume 5 will complete the
alimentary section with sections on the biliary system,
digestion, ruminal physiology, and some special topics.
The objective of the Editorial Committee has been to
gather material to orientate graduates, to aid teachers,
and to provide a source of material for students and
research workers. As guide lines the authors have been
asked to deal in fundamentals and to take the reader
through the maze of knowledge directly to the present
frontier of knowledge. In achieving their objectives they
have been outstandingly successful and this publication
is an essential one for everyone concerned with scientific
progress of gastroenterology anywhere in the world.
Price 22 dollars each volume.

By no stretch of imagination could the above monumen-
tal publication be described as suitable for bedtime
reading and indeed it might endanger the average bedside
table. However, the needs of those who wish quickly to
bring themselves up to date with modern gastrointestinal
physiology has been met by Dr J. G. B. Jerzy Glass.
Within 188 pages with liberal illustrations, it provides a
splendidly up-to-date account of gastrointestinal physio-
logy and is based on lectures which the author gives at the
New York Medical College. Although it is meant
primarily for medical students, there must be few
gastroenterologists who would not find much of interest
to them (Prentice-Hall Inc. Englewood, New Jersey,
U.S.A. Price £3 14s. 6d.).

There are two further small books suitable for the
bedside table. Professor A. C. Frazer in his book
'Malabsorption syndromes' has produced a quintessence
of his studies over the past 25 years in 106 pages which

can be quickly and enjoyably read. It is presented as a
personal contribution and not a complete review of the
literature. Published by William Heinemann Medical
Books Ltd, London. Price 30s.
The companion volume from the same series is by

H. Daintree Johnson on 'The cardia and hiatus hernia'.
The author started life training to be an engineer before
turning to surgery and this has given him an invaluable
standpoint of dynamics on which to build up his research
studies. Three years ago ill health compelled him to give
up surgery but he has since devoted his time to surgical
research. In this monogram he has integrated many
years of clinical observation with his recent experi-
mental studies. This is an important and practical
monograph, particularly emphasizing the importance
of the intraabdominal oesophagus in relation to the anti-
reflux mechanism. Published by William Heinemann
Medical Books Ltd, London. Price 30s.

There is a close affinity between the gut and the skin
and Blackwells have published an important new
'Textbook of dermatology' edited by Arthur Rook and
D. S. Wilkinson in two volumes. It is the first com-
prehensive reference book in the last 10 years. Those
concerned with gastroenterology will wish to be aware
of this superb publication and will find it a valuable
reference book. Price £21 for the two volumes.

Although in the past there has been no shortage of
books on alimentary radiology, this subject has
undergone great expansion in the last decade with
many new approaches and procedures. This publication,
'Alimentary tract roentgenology' (Henry Kimpton,
1968, £29.5s.), in 1,203 pages and two volumes, has
been edited by Alexander R. Margulis and H. Joachim
Burhenne with 47 contributors from the United States,
England, Belgium, Norway, France, Germany, and
Sweden. It brings together an authoritative and very
up-to-date presentation of all aspects of alimentary
radiography. It is, as might be anticipated, beautifully
illustrated, a reference book to which all should have
access in their departmental or hospital library. There is
a great deal here of special interest to clinicians as well
as to radiologists. It is indeed the 'Bockus' of alimentary
radiology.

In the past month Blackwell Scientific Publications
have published four books of special interest. The fourth
edition of 'Diseases of the liver and biliary system' by
Professor Sheila Sherlock has appeared with 96 new
figures and over 1,000 new references from the world
literature but without increasing the size of the book,
which has been completely revised and reorganized. This
is a most up-to-date textbook on biliary diseases in a
single volume and no physician in academic or con-
sulting practice can afford to be without it. Price 5 gns.
The second edition of their textbook entitled, 'Clinical

gastroenterology' has now appeared (F. Avery Jones,
J. W. P. Gummer, and J. E. Lennard-Jones); it has been
completely rewritten and brought up to date. The empha-
sis remains predominantly clinical and reflects the practice
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Notes and activities

of gastroenterology at the Central Middlesex and St
Mark's Hospitals, London. It was originally written and
remains a companion volume to Professor Sherlock's
book on liver diseases, providing full information on
current practice. Many may find it an invaluable source
of recent references. Price £6.

Edited by J. M. Robson and F. M. Sullivan (Butterworth,
1968, £3), this is a report on a symposium on
carbenoxolone sodium held at The Royal Society of
Medicine in November 1967 and has been published
with admirable speed. Carbenoxolone sodium has
showni considerable promise in the treatment of
gastric ulceration and has aroused a wide interest in
clinical and pharmacological circles. Our present know-
ledge of the pharmacology and clinical performance is
brought together in the 23 papers which are recorded in
this book.

The revised edition of this booklet called 'Notes on
indigestion', written for patients. has been published by
The Practitioner and has proved very popular with
doctors and patients for some years. Copies are available
from The Practitioner, 5 Bentinck Street, London, W.1.
Price 6d each, 10 for 4s 6d, or 50 for £1.

COELIAC SOCIETY Coeliac disease (and the associated
gluten-sensitive enteropathies) are increasingly being
diagnosed. As a consequence coeliac disease has now
become a relatively common one.

It is felt by several coeliac sufferers that there is a need
for a society to look after them. The aims of such a
society would include authoritative guidance on gluten-
free diet, giving sufferers simple information about the
condition, as well as endeavouring to promote further
research in this disease. With this in mind an inaugural
meeting was held.

If any readers of Gut have patients with coeliac disease
they might draw patients' attention to the formation of
this society and put them in touch with Mrs Elizabeth
Segall, 116 Loudoun Road, London, N.W.8.

APPLIED PHYSIOLOGY A symposium on applied physiol-
ogy will be held at The London Hospital, on 3 and 4
October 1968. There will be three sections: (1) Duo-
denum (Chairman: Mr Norman C. Tanner); (2) Colon
(Chairman: Mr A. G. Parks); and (3) Thyroid (Chair-
man: Mr J. E. Richardson).
Dr Owen H. Wangensteen will give a lecture on

'Historical aspects of intestinal obstruction' and Professor
S. Welin on 'The radiological detection of early carcinoma
and premalignant lesions'.

Further details may be obtained from The Secretary,
Department of Surgical Studies, The London Hospital,
Whitechapel, London E.1.

INDIAN SOCIETY OF GASTROENTEROLOGY The next
annual conference will be held in Vellore on 1 and 2
October 1968 and there will be a symposium on the
'Malabsorption syndrome'. Further information may
be obtained from the Organizing Secretary, Dr B. M.
Pulimood, C.M.C. Hospital, Vellore-4, S. India.
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