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such as De-Ritis ratio and the TGR.
These are used descriptively without any
detailed discussion of the origin of the
enzyme, its specificity, or even its name:
all enzymes are referred to by initials-
for example, GOT, CHE, GLDH. The
assumption of familiarity with these
abbreviations may be correct for the
continental reader, but is likely to be
received with dismay in this English
translation aimed at the British and
American markets. The book should
prove useful to a British physician
wanting to assess the value of laparoscopy.
Its price may deter others from purchasing
it even for their library.

J. LEVI

Radiologic Examination of the Orohypo-
pharynx and Esophagus By Costantino
Zaino and Thomas C. Beneventano.
(Pp. 310. Illustrated. DM 120, $60.)
Springer: New York. 1977.
The pharynx and oesophagus have
suddenly become interesting to publishers,
who are vying with each other to produce
glossier and more comprehensive tomes.
This book has 450 illustrations, 310
pages, 274 references-the pages are
only three-quarters filled, the paper is too
shiny to read with comfort, and the
price is an expensive £30 or more. But the
print is clear, the x-ray pictures sharp,
the production generally is of high
quality, and the contents will be much
appreciated by radiologists, especially
those in training. This is a comprehensive
work with an adequate measure of
anatomy, physiology, and pathology to
lead up to the radiological appearances of
almost everything known to affect these
organs.
Most books treat the pharynx rather

superficially and give the impression
that the authors do not understand the
anatomy and mechanics. This book gives
a much more detailed account, reflecting
the very extensive post-mortem anatomical
studies of Dr Zaino. Their concept of the
upper oesophageal sphincter and closing
mechanism is, however, unorthodox.
There are good sections on embryology
and developmental anomalies, and on
external factors affecting the contour ofthe
barium shadow, but the chapter on
functional, psychic, and neuromuscular
disturbances lacks precision and does
not take full account of the different
patterns of dysphagia as described by the
patient. The word 'spasm' is used rather
indiscriminatelv and reflects our lack of

understanding of these problems.
This is a book for the x-ray department

library; for radiologists rather than
gastroenterologists.

D. A. W. EDWARDS

Note
Derek Crouch Fellowship in
Gastroenterology
The British Digestive Foundation for
research into the prevention and treat-
ment of alimentary and liver disorders is
now offering the Derek Crouch Fellow-
ship in Gastroenterology. Applicants for
this full-time Fellowship should be of
registrar/senior registrar status and the
salary will be commensurate to the
applicant's salary at the time of appoint-
ment. The award will be granted for one
year extendable to two years.

Further information may be obtained
from the Secretary, The British Digestive
Foundation, Room D, Chandos Street,
Cavendish Square, London, WIA 2LN by
31 March.
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