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anatomy and physiology; while it may be argued
that this collection of essays is aimed at clinicians, it
must also be remembered that it is basic science
which describes the systems which are disordered by
disease and, hence, the possibilities of therapy.
Although this volume embodies a scientific

approach that is neither truly contemporary nor
systematic, the disorders which are reviewed here
are still with us, and there is much material here
which will prove useful and stimulating for the
clinician. As with other volumes in this series, the
standard of production is high and the price is
relatively low. With the proviso, that an
understanding of the present state of the art will
require additional reading, this collection of essays
is recommended.

DAVID WINGATE

Organizing and managing a gastroenterology depart-
ment By P C Tavares. (Pp. 135; illustrated;
$24.75.) Springfield, Illinois: Thomas, 1981.
This is a philosophically written little book covering
certain aspects of the activities of an American
gastrointestinal investigation unit, particularly
details of its planning and housekeeping arrange-
ments. The author admits that many of her potential
readership might wish for fuller details of practical
procedures, but has decided to give only sketchy
details of procedures including some old fashioned
ones, and not seriously tackling critical areas such as
the cleaning and sterilisation of fibre-endoscopes.
She has layout suggestions for possible units,
comprehensive equipment check lists, and spirited
sections reflecting her feelings about the pro-
fesionalism now demanded of GI nurse assistants.
The book should be useful to anyone setting up a GI
unit but while it gives insight into the American way
of doing things does not attempt to be a practical
manual, which is a pity.

CHRISTOPHER B WILLIAMS and RUTH L DAVIES

BIMR gastroenterology: vol 2 Small intestine
Edited by V S Chadwick and S Phillips. (Pp. 355;
illustrated; £21.00.) London: Butterworth Scientific,
1982.
This is not a systematic book about the small
intestine, it aims to deal with subjects in which there
has been significant progress in the past decade.
From this point of view the editors have chosen the
topics well.

This book contains many things which cannot
easily be found elsewhere. The biochemical
anatomy of the enterocyte, the application of in
vitro methods to the study of the small intestine, and
the effect of nutritional deficiences on the small

intestine are examples. Other chapters, while
equally topical, are well reviewed in other places.
Immune mechanisms in the small intestine,
endocrine functions of the small intestine, motility
of the small intestine are examples. It is not at all
clear why the information on immune mechanisms
of the small intestine is divided into two chapters,
particularly when the first is very brief and the titles
do not convey what is contained in each. I find it
hard to justify a chapter on motility of the small
intestine and another on motility disorders in small
bowel diseases, with much overlap, particularly
when there is also a chapter on surgical aspects of
small bowel motility.
The level at which the book is written makes it

suitable for the expert or near expert. The
contributions are heavily referenced, I estimate
about 1400 references in all, about a quarter of the
pages being devoted to references. In some places
this is taken to extremes, in one portion of seven
lines of text I counted 60 references! Most of the
chapters are not aimed at practising clinicians but
there are exceptions. The chapter on alpha chain
disease goes into great detail including clinical
features, the chapter on graft versus host disease sets
the clinical scene, and the chapter on vasculitis is
particularly good in giving clinical examples and
sound advice.

In general if you know the topic in which you are
interested is included in this book you will find it
well covered, unless you are looking for practical
clinical advice.

M S LOSOWSKY

Colour atlas of liver pathology By R S Patrick. (Pp.
176; illustrated; £42.00.) Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1982.
This atlas, the first of a series of atlases each devoted
to a particular system, sets a high standard. In it
Professor Patrick gives a comprehensive review of
the pathology of the liver. Beginning with a chapter
on the normal liver, which includes the fetal and the
ageing liver, the next 10 chapters each describe a
particular pathological process. The atlas ends with
a chapter devoted to changes brought about in other
organs by liver disease. Viral hepatitis, chronic
hepatitis, and non-viral infections and infestations,
are each dealt with in a separate chapter. The
chapter on tumour is both detailed and
comprehensive. Throughout the atlas a uniformly
high standard of photography and colour
reproduction is maintained. The photographs of the
gross pathology are particularly rewarding. Special
staining techniques, including immune enzyme
staining, are included where necessary. The value of
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the less common stains is commented upon in the
explanatory paragraphs which give a clear descrip-
tion of the condition illustrated and emphasise
important diagnostic features.
A short bibliography groups the major standard

texts according to discipline and refers to more
general texts and review articles. The atlas ends with
a simple clear index. It is a work which will prove
invaluable to the diagnostic histopathologist, and
should amply succeed in its intention of extending
his experience.

J E MCLAUGHLIN

Books received

Mucus in health and disease - II Edited by E N
Chantler, J B Elder, and Max Elstein. (Pp 441;
illustrated; $49.50.) New York: Plenum Press. 1982.

Acute renal failure Edited by H E Eliahou. (Pp.
310; illustrated; £24.00.) London: Libbey. 1982.

Basic science in gastroenterology. Structure of the
gut Edited by J M Polak, S R Bloom, N A Wright,
and M J Daly. (Pp. 488; illustrated; UK £7.00;
Overseas £11.00.) Hertfordshire: Glaxo. 1982.

News

BSG Research Award 1983
A three page summary of personal research work is
invited by the Awards Committee who will recom-
mend to Council the recipient of the Award for
1983. A bibliography may also be submitted if
desired. The Award consists of a medal and £100
prize. Entrants must be 40 years or less (on 31
December 1983) but need not be a member of the
BSG. All (or a substantial part) of the work must
have been performed in the UK or Eire. The
recipient will be required to deliver a 40 minute
lecture at the Plenary Session of the Spring meeting
in 1984. Applications (six copies) should be made
to: The Honorary Secretary, BSG, The Rayne
Institute, 5 University Street, London WC1E 6JJ,
by 1 December 1983.

Dr V S Chadwick
Dr Chadwick will shortly be taking up a new
appointment as Professor of Experimental
Medicine, and Director of the Wellcome Research
Institute at the University of Otago, Dunedin, New
Zealand.

World Organization of Gastroenterology
The World Organization of Gastroenterology has
established a Young Investigator Scholarship. These
awards are intended to encourage investigators
under the age of 35 in countries with developing
academic programmes. Further information can be
obtained from the Secretary-General of OMGE,
Professor I A D Bouchier, University Department
of Medicine, Ninewells Hospital and Medical
School, Dundee DD1 9SY.

Mechanisms of gastrointestinal motility and secretion
A NATO advanced study institute on the above
subject will take place on 5-16 September 1983 in
Erice, Sicily. Further information from Professor
Alan Bennett, Department of Surgery, King's
College Hospital Medical School, The Rayne
Institute, 123 Coldharbour Lane, London SE5 9NU.
International Society for Diseases of the Esophagus
The second International Congress of this Society
will take place in Rome, Italy, from 3-6 October
1983. Further details may be obtained from the
Organising Secretary, Masson Italia Congressi, Via
G Pascoli 55, 20133, Milan, Italy.

Fourth International Symposium on Neonatal
Diarrhoea
This symposium will be held at the University of
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada,
from 3-5 October 1983. Further details from
Programme Chairman, VIDO, 124 Veterinary
Road, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada S7N OWO.

Correction
Effects of porcine gastric fundic factor, soma-
tostatin, substance P, glucagon, neurotensin,
bombesin, VIP, motilin, and pentagastrin on jejunal
glucose absorption in the rat: N J Andrews, S
Rinno-Barmada, K Burdett, and J B Elder (April
issue, Gut 24: 326-32). The dose ranges in Figs. 6
and 8 should read: 10, 100, and 1000 ng/rat on the
actual Figures. The legends for the Figures and the
doses stated in Table 2 are correct.
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