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Editorial

Gut index change

There will be a change in the indexing of the journal
starting with the 1994 index. Papers and proceedings will
be indexed using a keyword system. Authors will be asked
to select up to five keywords for each paper at manuscript
stage, which will then be used to compile the annual index.
A keyword is a word (or phrase) that will identify the
subject matter of a written paper or proceeding in an
index. The index will be published, as usual in the
December issue. The format will be different, with the title
of the paper repeated after each keyword entry. The author
index will no longer include the title of the paper and will
become a list of authors only.

Authors should scan papers for headings that may
not be in the title, to use British approved names
rather than pharmaceutical names for drugs, and to avoid
general terms such as clinical, complications, adverse

effects, and patient. As the subject of the journal is
the 'digestive system' this should not be used as a head-
ing. In general, it is preferable not to split accepted con-
cepts. For instance, upper gastrointestinal tract is
preferable as a keyword, rather than tract, upper gastroin-
testinal.
Some shortened forms can be accepted such as DNA,

AIDS, HIV, and cAMP, which are universally known, but
mostly the full form should be used as the keyword. Alpha
fetoprotein, alpha and beta receptor blockades for example
are usually submitted in full. Greek letters are not generally
used in alphabetisation. Other examples include the use of
oesophagus rather the oesophageal, but growth factors
should be placed under the specific type, for example,
epidermal, fibroblast. There will be no cross references in
the keyword index.
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