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      The paper addressing the role of monogenic inheritance in the aetiology of colorectal cancer highlights the importance of achieving a meaningful working diagnosis of hereditary non-polyposis colorectal cancer (HNPCC) (Gut 2004;53:115–22). The diagnosis of HNPCC may be achieved in two ways:

      
        



  




	
            by equating the Amsterdam criteria with a clinical diagnosis,

          
	
            by compiling a comprehensive set of clinical, pathological, and molecular features that would together support the diagnosis of a specific condition caused by a germline mutation in a DNA mismatch repair gene such as hMLH1 or hMSH2.

          


      

      It is clear that there is potential for considerable confusion if the label HNPCC is used in these very different ways.

      The original Amsterdam criteria were not developed to serve as the diagnostic criteria for HNPCC but merely to introduce a uniform approach to the selection of families for collaborative studies.1 It was originally considered that the criteria would be relatively specific rather than sensitive. However, colorectal cancer is a common disease, and the finding of three close relatives affected by bowel cancer within a single large family would not necessarily … 
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