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      We read with interest the findings of Forrest and colleagues (Gut 2005;54:1174–9) regarding their prognostic algorithm for alcoholic hepatitis, the Glasgow alcoholic hepatitis score (GAHS). The study uses robust clinical end points to develop an algorithm that has diagnostic advantages over the modified discriminant function score (DFS). We would like to discuss some of the future implications of this important study.

      The overall death rate in the study was 23% at 28 days and the death rate of patients with a DFS >32 was 29% at 28 days in the derivation population. The latter figure is lower than the placebo arms of many of the randomised controlled trials of alcoholic hepatitis that range between 35% and 50%.1–3 This difference compared with the published literature may be attributable to … 
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