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Recent genome-wide association studies have identified more than 70 loci which confer susceptibility to Crohn's disease (CD).1 However, the critical coding regions within most of these loci are largely unidentified and it is therefore important that further work is carried out to robustly identify the candidate genes to guide future deep sequencing studies. A locus on chromosome 21q22 harbouring several genes including inducible T cell costimulator (ICOSLG), autoimmune regulator (AIRE) and periodic tryptophan protein 2 homologue (PWP2) has been shown to influence susceptibility to both adult and paediatric CD and ulcerative colitis (UC).1 2 The protein encoded by ICOSLG is intimately involved in the proliferation and differentiation of T lymphocytes (through binding with inducible T-cell costimulator (ICOS)), especially with regard to the balance between regulatory and Th17 subsets.
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