





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Gut]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Hosted content

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Hosted content



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 64, Issue Suppl 1 
	PWE-134 Transjugular liver biopsy versus percutaneous liver biopsy – indications, adequacy, quality of specimens and complications


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Liver – Clinical Science


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      PWE-134 Transjugular liver biopsy versus percutaneous liver biopsy – indications, adequacy, quality of specimens and complications
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	M Sehmbhi, 
	D Doufexi, 
	L Schoutens, 
	C Mak, 
	D Patch, 
	J O'Beirne, 
	N Davies, 
	S Quigley, 
	R Westbrook

	[bookmark: aff-1]Royal Free Hospital, London, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Introduction Liver biopsy (LB) can be associated with adverse outcomes including technical failures, complications and inadequate tissue for histological analysis. The indication for a chosen route of LB is variable between physicians and the impact of the chosen route of LB is often unclear.

Method Retrospective review of all LB performed at a UK transplant centre over a 12 month period focussing on indication and route of LB, complications, histological adequacy and variability in operator specialty and experience.

Results Over the 12 month period 570 LB were performed, of which 330 were transjugular liver biopsies (TJLB) and 240 were percutaneous liver biopsies (PCLB). A LB was categorised as being histologically adequate if a histological diagnosis could be made, or if the sample met the histological standard in the literature (a 15 mm sample, with 6 or more complete portal tracts). Overall, 94% of LB were adequate based on the histological standard, and 98% allowed histological diagnosis. There were no significant differences in adequacy when comparing TJLB vs. PCLB route; however, a consultant radiologist was more likely to provide an adequate sample than a radiology registrar (p = 0.02). The overall complication rate for a liver biopsy was 5.6%. This included 8 major complications (1.4%) and 24 minor complications (4.2%). Neither the route of LB (TJLB vs. PCLB) or operator (consultant radiologist vs. radiology registrar vs. hepatologist) was significantly associated with the development of a complication. The technical failure rate of a TJLB was 4%; these included failure to puncture internal jugular vein, failure to cannulate the hepatic vein, or an unstable sheath position. There were no technical failures in the PCLB group. Screening time for a TJLB was significantly longer if the procedure was done by a radiology registrar when compared to both a hepatologist (p = 0.01) or consultant radiologist (p = 0.003). Apart from the standard indications for a TJLB we found a patient was significantly more likely to undergo a TJLB if they were post-transplant compared to pre-transplant (p = 0.001) and if the biopsy was deemed an emergency compared to an elective procedure (p = 0.001). In our cohort we identified 130 patients who had a TJLB with no indication for this procedure.

Conclusion We have demonstarted that TJLB and PCLB have no significant differences in complication rates or adequacy of histological sample. Technical failure is more common in TJLB compared to PCLB. A TJLB is our preferred method in emergency cases and post-transplant patients. Further information regarding cost and patient experience is needed to identify if a change in practice is indicated.

Disclosure of interest None Declared.
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