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    Abstract
Introduction The European Crohn’s and Colitis Organisation guidelines1state that small bowel capsule endoscopy (SBCE) should be reserved for patients in whom the clinical suspicion for Crohn’s disease remains high despite negative evaluations with ileocolonoscopy and radiological examinations. SBCE has been shown to detect a higher yield of non-stricturing small bowel Crohn’s disease compared to CT and small bowel barium radiology2and improved detection rates compared with MRI.3Southmead Hospital is a tertiary referral centre for SBCE which receives referrals throughout the Somerset region. We assessed the diagnostic yield from patients referred for CE for suspected Crohn’s Disease.

Method All patients referred for SBCE to assess for small bowel Crohn’s disease between May 2013 and May 2014 were identified. Patients with known Crohn’s disease or positive findings on small bowel imaging were excluded. Patient demographics and CE findings were collected from patient notes, electronic results or referral information. CE videos were interpreted by one of three gastroenterology consultants experienced in interpreting SBCE video.

Results 61 patients were referred for SBCE following negative small bowel imaging of which 14 (22.9%) patients had positive findings on SBCE. 9 (64.3%) were female (age range of 17–66 years; mean 42 years). 1 patient (7.1%) had pathology in the proximal SB, 2 (14.3%) in the mid SB, 6 (42.3%) in the distal SB whilst 6 (42.3%) had pathology throughout the SB. Prior to SBCE, 5 patients (35.7%) had negative small bowel MRI, 2 (14.3%) had negative CT abdomen, 5 had (35.7%) negative small bowel enema and 2 (14.3%) had both negative MRI and CT abdomen.

Conclusion SBCE diagnosed Crohn’s disease in 22.9% of patients that was not detectable on small bowel imaging. In our experience, SBCE is a worthwhile investigation in patients in whom there is a high clinical suspicion of Crohn’s disease with previous negative imaging including small bowel MRI.

Disclosure of interest None Declared.
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