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We read with great interest the article by Michael Camilleri who described in detail the important functions of goblet cells and the mucus component for intestinal barrier function.1 Apart from diseases resulting in intestinal inflammation and damage, intestinal ischaemia/reperfusion (I/R) injury also leads to epithelial cell damage, release of epithelial cells into the luminal space and as a consequence reduced barrier function.2–4 The latter enables bacterial translocation and in its severest form results in systemic inflammation and organ dysfunction.5 The fundamental importance of goblet cell secretory products in restricting bacterial translocation has also been reported previously in Gut by Grootjans et al who showed that colonic ischaemia leads to disruption of the mucus layer facilitating bacterial penetration into the underlying tissue and that this process is counteracted by increased secretory activity of goblet cells.6

We are currently performing a clinical trial in which the effects of remote ischaemic preconditioning … 
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