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First, we wish to thank Dr Quach and his coauthors1 for their interest in our study. We are flattered by their statement that our numbers are ‘quite convincing’ and will attempt to mitigate their concerns.2

The authors are correct in that the eradication of Helicobacter pylori does not abolish all gastric cancer (GC) risk in patients with long-standing atrophic gastritis.3–5 This broad statement, however, requires some clarifications.
	The operative link for gastritis assessment (OLGA) Group was and is aware of the limitations of the staging system. Gastritis staging should be viewed as a step forward in improving the consistency of the interdisciplinary communication of GC risk in individual patients. … 
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