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We appreciate the commentary of Dr Li regarding our study on the application of the DNA Damage Immune Response (DDIR) assay to predict benefit from neoadjuvant chemotherapy in oesophageal adenocarcinoma (OAC).1 2 We do not agree that there is a single, unified definition of relapse-free survival (RFS) and, indeed, the variation in definitions is a well-described problem in clinical trials. A key difference is the inclusion of deaths in the absence of evidence of tumour regrowth as recurrences, rather than censored events. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has commented that the ‘application of the definition of relapse or disease-free … 
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