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We read with great interest the recent work by Xu et al,1 and Wang et al,2 on the role of sorafenib in the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKIs) are standard therapy for advanced stage HCC.3 However, the effectiveness of TKIs is less than ideal and studies are trying to discover methods to improve their effectiveness.1 2 Most orally administrated TKIs are weak bases and their absorption may be impaired by proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) due to suppression of intragastric acidity.4 5 Concomitant PPI use is found associated with increased overall mortality in patients with lung cancer,6 7 but not known in patients with HCC.
We conducted a nationwide cohort study based on Taiwan’s National Health Insurance Research Database (NHIRD).8 9 In the NHIRD, we identified all hospitalised patients with HCC admitted with a primary diagnosis of HCC (International Classification of Diseases (ICD)-9 code: 155.0 and ICD-10 code: C22) and validated by inclusion in the Registry for Catastrophic Illness Patient Database … 
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