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Early diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) increases the chances of curative treatment and long-term survival.1 2 We read with interest the analytical study by Zhang et al presenting nomogram models predicting recurrence-free survival and guiding therapeutic decisions in a patient-tailored approach to treatment of early-stage HCC within Milan criteria.3 The refined Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) guidelines no longer limit the size of solitary nodules in the definition of stage A HCC. However, there is continuing debate about the need to restrict the maximum diameter of single HCCs to inside the Milan limit (≤5 cm).4–6 In a survival-based confirmatory investigation, we primarily used a Korean nationwide cancer registry database of 10 510 new HCC cases. These cases were randomly sampled and registered in 54 hospitals, and investigated by the Korea Liver Cancer Study Group and the governmental organisation of the Korea Central Cancer Registry in 2008–2014. We included in the final analysis 1610 asymptomatic HCC subjects with BCLC stage A or stage B who had preserved liver function levels referred to as Child-Pugh class A without ascites and who initially received standard treatments as per BCLC stage (online supplemental figure S1).4 The population was divided into four groups: group 1, stage A disease fulfilling Milan criteria undergoing liver resection or transplantation, or local ablation; group 2, potential stage A with single nodules >5 cm undergoing resection; group 3, potential stage B with single nodules >5 cm undergoing transarterial chemoembolisation (TACE); and group 4, stage B undergoing TACE. Five-year overall survival (OS) rates were significantly different across the four groups (p<0.001; figure 1A). The … 
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