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We read with great interest the meta-analysis by Hall et al,1 and congratulate the authors on their accomplishment of such a comprehensive literature review. However, we would like to raise a few concerns to caution readers on the study limitations regarding their data aggregation and analysis. First, the analysis included several studies that appeared duplicate considerably in their patient populations and thus similar data from the same patients were counted more than once (table 1).2 For example, four publications from the same study group at the Kaohsiung Chang Gung Memorial Hospital in Taiwan were included to calculate the cumulative incidence of clinical relapse after discontinuation of entecavir or tenofovir. The latest and also largest study by Ma et al
3 presumably contained data from most, if not all, patients enrolled in the three earlier studies. Second, some studies were composed of highly selected participants whose features differed significantly from those of a general population of patients with chronic hepatitis … 
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