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The object of Gut is to publish original papers and
reviews concerned with practice and research in the field
of gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary,
hepatic, or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the
medical, surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They
may also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The
report of a single case will be accepted only if it is of
sufficient interest in relation to a wider field of research.
There will be a section for short papers on laboratory

and surgical techniques and methods of investigation.

COMMUNICATIONS Papers should be addressed to the
Editor, Gut, BMA House, Tavistock Square. London,
WCIH 9JR. Papers are accepted only on the under-
standing that they are not published elsewhere without
previous sanction ofthe Editorial Committee. They should
be in double-spaced typewriting on one side of the paper
only. On the paper the name of the author should appear
with initials (or distinguishing Christian name) only, and
the name and address of the hospital or laboratory where
the work was performed. A definition of the position
held by each of the authors in the hospital or laboratory
should be stated in a covering letter to the Editor. Com-
munications should be kept short, and illustrations
should be included when necessary; coloured illustra-
tions are allowed only if monochrome will not satis-
factorily demonstrate the condition. It is not desirable
that results should be shown both as tables and graphs.

ILLUSTRATIONS Diagrams should be drawn in indian
ink on white paper, Bristol board, or blue-squared paper.
The legends for illustrations should be typed on a
separate sheet and numbered to conform with the relevant
illustrations. Photographs and photomicrographs should
be on glossy paper, unmounted. TABLES should not be
included in the body of the text, but should be typed on a
separate sheet.

ABBREVIATIONS In general, symbols and abbreviations
should be those used by the Biochemical Journal. In
any paper concerning electrolyte metabolism, it is
desirable that data be calculated as m-equiv/l.
REFRENCES These should be made by inserting the
name of the author followed by year of publication in

brackets. At the end of the paper, references should be
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appeared, the volume number in arabic numerals, fol-
lowed by the numbers of first and last pages of the article.
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220 D. June Sutor and Susan E. Wooley

Identification of Calcium in Gallstones

This survey has shown that although the gallstones
consisting entirely of calcium salts can often be
distinguished from the other types by physical
characteristics such as colour, texture, etc, such
properties cannot usually differentiate between the
different salts present or indeed identify cholesterol
in some cases. The nodular calcium bilirubinate
stones with their coal-like appearance and the
spiked calculi of calcium carbonate would probably
be most easily recognized. However, to identify the
different compounds present in gallstones with
certainty, crystallographic techniques of polarizing
microscopy or x-ray diffraction must be used. They

have many advantages over other methods of analy-
sis, such as chemical, in that they give the com-
position and crystal form of the material present.

We thank the Medical Research Council for financing
this work.
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THE FEBRUARY 1973 ISSUE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING PAPERS

Cholesterol and bile salt studies on the bile of
patients with cholesterol gallstones F. HELLER AND
IAN A. D. BOUCHIER

Lymphocyte transformation in response to phyto-
haemagglutinin in primary biliary cirrhosis: The
search for a plasma inhibitory factor R. A. FOX, F. J.
DUDLEY, M. SAMUELS, J. MILLIGAN, AND SHEILA

SHERLOCK

Ulcerative colitis and carcinoma of the proximal bile
ducts ALEXANDER P. ROSS AND JOHN W. BRAASCH

The use of isolated cells to assess the contribution of
the mucosal epithelium to the metabolism of the
intestinal wall E. M. EVANS AND K. BURDETI

The effect of azathioprine on gastric mucosal
histology and acid secretion in chronic gastritis
A. D. JORGE AND D. SANCHEZ

The relation between gastric acid secretion and body
habitus, blood groups, smoking, and the subsequent
development of dyspepsia and duodenal ulcer B. H.
NOVIS, I. N. MARKS, S. BANK, AND A. W. SLOAN

A radioisotope method of measuring intragastric
volumes using the Volemetron R. A. HINDER AND
C. G. BREMNER

The effects of vagotomy on the intestinal handling of
water and electrolysis G. A. BUNCH AND R. SHIELDS

Adenocarcinoma of the small bowel as a compli-
cation of Crohn's disease J. D. FRANK AND B. A.
SHOREY

Pain from distension of the pelvic colon by inflating
a balloon in the irritable colon syndrome JAMES
RITCHIE

Mobilization of tissue kallikrein in inflammatory
disease of the colon I. J. ZEITLIN AND A. N. SMITH

Fibreoptic examination of the colon: a review of 255
cases R. H. TEAGUE, P. R. SALMON, AND A. E. READ

Technique
A technique of intestinal intubation with the fiber-
optic endoscope REED T. KELLER

Progress report Intestinal parasites R. KNIGHT, M. G.
SCHULTZ, D. W. HOSKINS, AND P. D. MARSDEN
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Notes and activities

Notes and activities The ages of the adults ranged from 22
to 77 years, and there were no patients
diagnosed between the ages of 15 and
22 years.

Notes on books

Symposium on Chronic Duodenal Ulcer Digestive Diseases as a National Problem

This symposium will be held at the
Westminster Medical School on Thursday
24 May and Friday 25 May 1973.
The Conference moderator is Dr Lloyd

Nyhus, Professor and Chairman, Depart-
ment of Surgery, Abraham Lincoln
School of Medicine, Chicago, USA.
Sessions will be: (1) 'The changing nature
of the DU diathesis', Chairman, Professor
I. Dawson, Nottingham Medical School;
(2) 'The effect that the assay of gastrin is
having on the understanding of the
pathophysiology of the duodenal ulcer
diathesis' Chairman, Dr K. Buchanan,
Royal Victoria Infirmary, Belfast; (3)
'A review of medical treatment with
consideration of the recent forms of
therapy' Chairman, Dr Bengt Ihre,
Stockholm, Sweden; (4) 'Consideration
of the different surgical procedures'
Chairman, Professor Eric Amdrup, Uni-
versity of Aarhus, Denmark.

Papers will be up to 15 minutes in length
with six papers per session.

Delegates are limited to 180.
The cost is £10 which will include coffee,

lunch, tea, and the Proceedings, to be pub-
lished by Butterworths.
A subscription banquet will be held on

Thursday evening, 24 May at the Barber
Surgeons Hall.

Further information can be obtained
from Mr C. Wastell, Dr R. Tonkin, or
Professor H. Ellis.

The second conference on Digestive
Diseases as a National Problem will be
held in Washington DC on 18 May 1973,
and will be preceded by a series of work-
shops from 23 to 25 April. Attention will be
focused on the need for research into the
causes, prevention, and cure of digestive
disease.
The occasion of the conference will also

herald the formal launching of the
American Digestive Disease Society.

Suggestions will be gratefully received
by the conference chairman, Dr Fred
Kern, Jr, University of Colorado Medical
Center, 4200 East 9th Avenue, Denver,
Colorado, 80220.

XI Panamerican Congress of Gastro-
enterology

The meeting will be held from 2 to 7
September 1973 at Buenos Aires, Argen-
tine Republic. Registration for free papers
is open until 31 May 1973. Please send
summaries to Secretaria del Congreso,
Av. Santa Fe 1171, Buenos Aires
(Repidblica Argentina).

Free papers may be concerned with any
aspect of digestive pathology.

The Coeliac Society

A short questionnaire ('Was the coeliac
diagnosis made as a result of an intestinal
biopsy?') was sent to the 123 hospital-
diagnosed coeliacs who joined the Coeliac
Society during September 1972. Of the
102 replies received, 69 were from patients
who had been diagnosed during 1972, and
these have been divided into three groups:
adults, schoolchildren, preschool children.
The results are shown in the table.

Ano-Rectal Malformations in Children by
F. Douglas Stephens and E. Durham
Smith. (Pp. xvi + 411 and Appendix C,
8 pp.; illustrated. £11.70.) Year Book
Medical Publishers Inc., Chicago. Distri-
buted in the United Kingdom and Europe
by Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd,
London, 1971. This book from Melbourne
is a most comprehensive survey of this
subject and fills a gap in gastroenterologi-
cal literature. The anatomy, embryology,
epidemiology, diagnosis, and treatment
are discussed in depth in this well illus-
trated, readable book.

Gastrointestinal Pathology by Basil C.
Morson and I. M. P. Dawson. (Pp. xii +
676; illustrated. £12X00.) Blackwell Scien-
tific Publications, Oxford, London, Edin-
burgh, Melbourne. 1972. This is the first
comprehensive book on the histopathology
of the gastrointestinal tract and is a land-
mark in gastroenterology. Although direc-
ted towards consultant pathologists, it
should prove an invaluable reference book
for all clinicians who wish to seek further
information about problem patients. It
should be carefully studied by all taking
up gastroenterology as a specialty. This is
a fine addition to British books on gastro-
enterology.

Bile Salts in Health and Disease by K W.
Heaton. (Pp. x + 252; illustrated. £3-50.)
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh and
London. 1972. The importance of bile
salts has now become appreciated and
this book brings together for the first time
all present day information about them.
A special feature of this book is its
emphasis on diet which will be novel to
many readers. The author has assembled
evidence from many sources that bile
salt and cholesterol metabolism are pro-
foundly affected by the state of the carbo-
hydrate in the diet, that is, whether it is in
its natural, bulky state (when it is associa-
ted with much vegetable fibre) or in the
refined, fibre-free state which is, charac-
teristic of modern diets. From this evi-
dence are built up new hypotheses for the
aetiology of cholesterol-rich gallstones
and hypercholesterolaemia.

Age Group No. Biopsied Not Biopsied Don't Know

Adults 44 36 (82%) 7 (16%) 1 (2%)
Schoolchildren (5-14 yr) 6 6 (100%) None None
Preschool children (under 5 yr) 19 9 (47%) 8 (42%) 2 (11%)

Total 69 51 (74%) 15 (22%) 3 (4%)
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