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The object of Gut is to publish original papers and
reviews concerned with practice and research in the field
of gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary,
hepatic, or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the
medical, surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They
may also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The
report of a single case will be accepted only if it is of
sufficient interest in relation to a wider field of research.

COMMUNICATIONS Two copies of papers should be
addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London, WC1H 9JR. Papers are accepted only
on the understanding that they are not published else-
where without previous sanction of the Editorial Com-
mittee. They should be in double-spaced typewriting
on one side of the paper only. On the paper the name of
the author should appear with initials (or distinguishing
Christian name) only, and the name and address of the
hospital or laboratory where the work was performed.
A definition of the position held by each of the authors
in the hospital or laboratory should be stated in a covering
letter to the Editor. Communications should be kept
short, and illustrations should be included when necessary;
coloured illustrations are allowed only if monochrome
will not satisfactorily demonstrate the condition. It is
not desirable that results should be shown both as tables
and graphs.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MANUSCRIPTS Manuscripts will
not be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed postcard
or international reply coupon is enclosed.
ILLUSTRATIONS Only essential Figures and Tables should
be included. Photographs Unmounted photographs on
glossy paper should be provided. Magnification scales, if
necessary, should be lettered on these. Where possible,
prints should be trimmed to column width (i.e. 21 in).
Diagrams These will usually be reduced to 21 in wide.
Lettering should be in either Letraset or stencil, and care
should be taken that lettering and symbols are of com-
parable size. Illustrations should not be inserted in the
text, they should be marked on the back with Figure
numbers, title of paper, and name of author. All photo-
graphs, graphs, and diagrams should be referred to as
Figures and should be numbered consecutively in the text
in Arabic numerals. The legends for illustrations should
be typed on a separate sheet. Tables Tables should be
numbered consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals
and each typed on a separate sheet.
ETHICS Ethical considerations will be taken into account
in the assessment of papers (see the Medical Research
Council's publications on the ethics ofhuman experimen-
tation, and the World Medical Association's code of
ethics, known as the Declaration of Helsinki (see British
Medical Journal (1964), 2, 177)).
ABBREVIATIONS In general, symbols and abbreviations
should be those used by the Biochemical Journal. In
any paper concerning electrolyte metabolism, it is

desirable that data be calculated as MEq/1. All measure-
ments except blood pressure should be expressed in SI
units (see Journal of Clinical Pathology (1974), 27, 590-
597; British Medical Journal (1974), 4, 490), followed
by traditional units in parentheses. Such conversion is the
responsibility of the author.
REFERENCES In the text these should follow the Harvard
system-that is, name followed by date; James and
Smith (1970). If there are more than two authors they
should be cited as James et al. (1970) even the first time
that they appear. The list of references should be typed
in double spacing and in alphabetical order on a separate
sheet. Such references should give the author's name, fol-
lowed by initials and year of publication in brackets, the
title of the article quoted, the name (in full) of the journal
in which the article appeared, the volume number in
Arabic numerals, followed by numbers of first and last
pages of article.
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THE SEPTEMBER 1977 ISSUE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING PAPERS

Potassium and magnesium depletion in patients with
cirrhosis on maintenance diuretic regimes P. G.
WHEELER, T. SMITH, C. GOLINDANO, A. N. ALAM, S. P.

WILKINSON, C. J. EDMONDS, AND ROGER WILLIAMS

Can hepatic coma be casued by a reduction of brain
noradrenaline or dopamine? L. ZIEVE AND R. L.
OLSEN

Serum, cerebrospinal fluid, and brain levels of bile
acids in patients with fulminant hepatic failure
B. BRON, R. WALDRAM, D. B. A. SILK, AND ROGER
WILLIAMS

Assessment of the plasma disappearance of cholyl-
114 C-glycine as a test of hepatocellular disease B.
THJODLEIFSSON, S. BARNES, A. CHITRANUKROH,
BARBARA H. BILLING, AND SHEILA SHERLOCK

Mechanism and specificity of increased amylase/
creatinine clearance ratio in pancreatitis A.
MARTEN, D. BEALES, AND E. ELIAS

Postprandial gastro-oesophageal reflux in healthy
people M. D. KAYE

Somatostatin therapy in acute experimental pan-
creatitis P. G. LANKISCH, H. KOOP, K. WINCKLER,
U. R. FOLSCH, AND W. CREUTZFELDT

Carbenoxolone sodium capsules in the treatment of
duodenal ulcer. An endoscopic controlled trial
J. SAHEL

Effect of carbenoxolone sodium on human gastric
acid secretion J. H. BARON
Double-blind controlled trial of amylopectin sul-
phate (Depepsen) in the symptomatic treatment of
duodenal ulcer J. H. BARON, R. J. N. GRIBBLE, D. J.
HOLDSTOCK, AND J. J. MISIEWICZ

Gastric emptying of wholemeal and white bread
D. S. GRIMES AND J. GODDARD

Bile acid studies in uncomplicated Crohn's disease
G. VANTRAPPEN, Y. GHOOS, P. RUTGEERTS, AND J.
JANSSENS

14C-glycocholate test in Crohn's disease-its value in
assessment and treatment J. H. B. SCARPELLO AND
G. E. SLADEN

Appraisal of the 14C-glycocholate acid test with
special reference to the measurement of faecal 14C
excretion J. H. B. SCARPELLO AND G. E. SLADEN

Humoral immune system in inflammatory bowel
disease: I. Complement levels H. J. F. HODGSON,
B. J. POTTER, AND D. P. JEWELL

Adynamic bowel syndrome. Report of a case with
disturbance of the cholinergic innervation P. PURI,
B. D. LAKE, AND H. H. NIXON

Progress report Non-surgical removal of common
bile duct stones M. CLASSEN AND F. W. OSSENBERG
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Notes and activities
BSG Research Award 1977

Five hundred word summaries of personal
research work are invited by the Research
Committee who will recommend to
Council the recipient of the award for
1977. The award consists of a medal and
£100 prize.

Entrants must be 35 years or less (on
31 December 1977) but need not be a
member of the BSG. All (or a substantial
part) of the work must have been per-
formed in the United Kingdom or Eire.
The recipient will be required to deliver

a 40 minute lecture at the Plenary session
of the Spring Meeting, 31 March-i April
1978.

Entrants please write to: Professor
H. L. Duthie, Chairman, Research Com-
mittee, University Department of Surgery,
Royal Infirmary, Sheffield, 6.
by 1 November 1977.

Postgraduate Course in Gastrointestinal
and Liver Pathology

A postgraduate course in gastrointestinal
and liver pathology will be held in the
Medical School, University of Notting-
ham, from 3 to 6 January 1978. The
emphasis will be on the macroscopic and
microscopic appearances in disease states
and the handling and interpretation of
surgical and biopsy material, with small
group discussions. The total fee for the
course, including University accommoda-
tion and all meals will be £60-00. Full
details of the course are available from
Professor Ian Dawson, Pathology Depart-
ment, University of Nottingham Medical
School, Nottingham NG7 2RD, to whom
applications should be made.

Computed Tomography 1978

This course will be held from 16-20
January 1978 in San Francisco. Details
from Extended Programs in Medical
Education, 1308 Third Avenue, University
of California, San Francisco, California
94143, USA.

First International Congress on Colono-
scopy and Diseases of the Large Bowel

This congress will be held 2-4 March 1978
at the Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami
Beach, Florida. Among the speakers will
be Drs. Walter Gaisford, Hiromi Shinya,

Jerry Waye, and Christopher Williams.
Those wishing to attend or present papers
or movies should write to the Programme
Chairman, Dr. P. Christie, 7400 North
Kendall Drive, Suite 311 South Miami,
Florida 33156, USA.

Books
Current Management of Acute Gastro-
Intestinal Haemorrhage Edited by T.
Matsumoto. (Pp. 256. Illustrated. $19 75.)
Thomas: Springfield, Ill. 1977.
This book originates from a single
institution, the editor and the other 11
contributors all being members of the
Hahnemann Medical College and Hos-
pital, Philadelphia. Although it has dis-
advantages, this approach should facilitate
editorial control. Unfortunately, editorial
control appears to be lacking here, and
this has resulted in three major defects.
First, there are considerable differences in
layout and presentation between chapters.
For instance, the chapter on endoscopy is
limited to four pages, while radiology is
given two chapters taking up a total of 134
pages. One of the radiological chapters
and the pathology chapter are almost
completely taken up by illustrations, with
virtually no script, whereas some chapters
are limited to script alone. Secondly, there
is a great deal of repetition. The patho-
genesis of peptic ulcer is discussed in detail
in two different chapters. Methods of
investigation and the incidence of different
causes of bleeding are discussed not only
in the chapters on methods of investiga-
tion, but also in the chapters on peptic
ulcer disease and on bleeding oesophageal
varices. Thirdly, there is a lot of irrelevant
information that should have been ex-
cluded. Often the contents seem more
appropriate to a general textbook of
gastroenterology than to a book on acute
gastrointestinal haemorrhage. Two pages
of script are devoted to the Zollinger
Ellison syndrome. Ten pages of radio-
graphs are devoted to neoplasms of the
oesophagus and small intestine. In the
introduction to the 108-page chapter on
barium studies (page 67), it is stated that

'it cannot be over-emphasised that bleed-
ing may be minor or absent in any of these
lesions. More often they cause various
clinical gastrointestinal symptoms with
little or no bleeding'. I agree.

T. C. NORTHFIELD

Experimental Production of Diseases.
Vol. XVI: Part 5 Liver Edited by Oskar
Eichler. (Pp. 379. Illustrated. Price not
stated) Springer: Berlin. 1976.
The latest volume in the series 'Experi-
mental Production of Diseases' is devoted
to liver disease. One of the main sections-
experimental hepatotoxicity by H. J. Zim-
merman-must constitute the best review
on liver injury from toxins and drugs
available in the literature at present. All
the background knowledge on chemistry,
particularly reactions in the liver, whether
predictable or idiosyncratic, and the ex-
perimental as well as clinical implications
are covered in a most lucid fashion. There
is also a major contribution from Ian
Mackay on liver disease due to infection
and allergy, which again is very compre-
hensive and brings together in an easily
readable fashion information for which
one usually has to search widely. The
section on radiation-induced injury of the
liver will be of less general interest, but
overall this is a well worthwhile book and
those fortunate enough to come across a
copy will be very grateful to the contribu-
tors for their obvious hard work. A 'must'
for the bookshelf of all those interested in
the liver, whether a clinician or an
experimentalist.

ROGER WILLIAMS

Proceedings: Minisymposium on Neonatal
Diarrhea in Calves and Pigs May 3 and 4,
1976, University of Saskatchewan, Saska-
toon, Canada (Pp. 155. Illustrated.
Price not stated) VIDO: University of
Saskatchewan: Saskatoon, Canada. 1977.
Although these proceedings relate pri-
marily to veterinary problems, neverthe-
less the basic research work is closely
related to similar conditions affecting
infants, and paediatric gastroenterologists
particularly should be in touch with this
work. The Veterinary Infectious Disease
Organization (VIDO) is a research unit
associated with the University of Saskat-
chewan. A second international sympo-
sium is to be held on 9-11 October 1978,
and further information can be obtained
from Ms. M. Permut, VIDO Trailers,
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon,
Canada, S7N OWO.


