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Notes and activities
British Society of Gastroenterology

The Spring Meeting was held at
Cambridge, 1 and 2 April 1977, under the
presidency of Dr. Geoffrey Watkinson.
The scientific meeting took place in a
lecture theatre complex in relation to
Lady Mitchell Hall, and these provided
perhaps the best accommodation which
the Society has so far experienced. There
were three simultaneous sessions which
allowed a high proportion of papers that
were submitted to be read. The chilly
north-east wind ensured that all the
theatres were full and only the hardy
remained outside. Daffodil time is
always a special attraction in Cambridge
and added to the pleasure of the visit. A
remarkably high average standard was
achieved in the scientific papers, but there
were a few where the results were clearly
too preliminary and should have been
delayed until the next meeting. The
Society enjoyed the presentation of the
two research medallists, Dr. S. Bloom
('New aspects of gut hormones') and Dr.
B. Drasar ('Intestinal bacteria and the
cause of large bowel cancer'). The dinner
was held at St. John's College, felicitously
presided over by Dr. Geoffrey Watkinson.
The delightful menu, the beautiful hall
contributed to a memorable occasion,
only slightly marred by some undue
exuberance. Those who expected to find
austere residential conditions in the
colleges may have been disappointed.
Altogether a very happy, profitable, and
memorable meeting.

European Association for the Study of
the Liver
The 12th meeting will be held at Kavouri,
near Athens, Greece, on 9-10 September
1977. President: Dr S. Hadziyannis.
Details from Neil McIntyre, Academic
Department of Medicine, Royal Free
Hospital, Pond Street, London N.W.3.

International Conference on Gastro-
intestinal Cancer

This conference will be held in Tel Aviv,
Israel, from 6-13 November 1977. The
main topics will include advances in basic
research in the subject; advances in
diagnostic techniques, and in prevention,

therapy, and rehabilitation; areas of
agreement and controversy; and several
workshops. Abstracts of proffered papers
in English on these or relevant subjects
should be submitted by 30 June 1977. The
organising secretary is Dr P. Rosen, c/o
Secretariat, P.O. Box 16271, Tel Aviv,
Israel, and further details may be obtained
from VIP International Conference Ser-
vices, 42 North Audley Street, Grosvenor
Square, London WIA 4PY.

American Pancreatic Association and
National Pancreatic Cancer Project
The annual joint scientific meeting of
these two groups will be held on 3 and 4
November 1977 in Chicago, Illinois.
Details from Dr F. P. Brooks, Box 652,
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa. 19104.

Books
Nuclear Medicine and Ultrasound Edited
by Leonard M. Freeman and M. Donald
Blaufox (*8'25; $13.50). Grune & Strat-
ton: New York. 1976.
The nine chapters here first appeared in
Seminars in Nuclear Medicine in October
1975. They are all short reviews con-
cerned with a rapidly changing important
non-invasive technique.

International Histological Classification
of Tumours: No. 15: Histological Typing
of Intestinal Tumours By B. C. Morson
in collaboration with L. H. Sobin and
pathologists in 17 countries (Pp. 69.
Book including set of 134 colour trans-
parencies. Sw. fr. 215, US $86; book only,
Sw. fr. 80, US $32.) WHO: Geneva.
This publication is the outcome of work
carried out at the WHO Centre for the
Histological Classification of Intestinal
Tumours, Department of Pathology,
St. Mark's Hospital, London, England.
The classification, which is repeated in
French, Russian, and Spanish to assist
those who may wish to know the cor-
responding terms in those languages, is
followed (in English only) by concise
definitions and brief but informative
explanatory notes of tumours of the small
intestine, appendix, large intestine, anal
canal, and anal margin. (The Histological
Typing of Gastric and Oesophageal
Tumours is being published later in this
series.) Particular emphasis is given to the

definition and illustration of polypoid
lesions of the intestines, both neoplastic
and tumour-like. The publications in this
series are not intended to serve as text-
books but rather to promote the adoption
of a uniform terminology that will
facilitate communication among scientists
working in the field of cancer, and which
may facilitate comparative studies on the
incidence of various tumours, their natural
history, and response to treatment.

Gastrointestinale Physiologie Edited by
S. J. Konturek and M. Classen. (Pp. 400.
Price not quoted). Gerhard Witzstrock:
Baden-Baden, Brussels, Cologne. 1976.
This book, of just over 400 pages is a-if
not the-most up-to-date summary of
modern views of gastrointestinal physio-
logy. Into its pages is packed a compre-
hensive, entirely orthodox account of the
current status of what is perhaps best
termed the 'peptide chapter' of gastro-
intestinal physiology, towards which
Professor Konturek has made such im-
portant contributions. The authors have
made a point of linking normal physio-
logical processes with the pathophysio-
logical changes encountered in disease, as
far as this is possible at present, in order
to provide a link with, and basis for,
clinical practice. As is fitting for a book
summarising the current relative im-
portance of physiological knowledge, one
of the seven chapters analyses the motility
of the alimentary tract and a longer one
deals with absorption from the alimentary
tract, while about two-thirds of the book
is devoted to secretion. In each section,
the subdivision of the topics is reasonable
and the adopted, or original illustrations
satisfactory. The authors have provided a
comprehensive list of references after each
section in order to enable the reader to
encompass divergent or incompatible
views or findings. Not that there are many
obvious controversies and, if the book has
a weakness, then it is that there is a lack
of controversy or listing of outstanding
problems. In summary, the book (which
is written in German) provides an excellent
account of the current physiological
knowledge of the functions of the ali-
mentary tract, suitable for all post-
graduates who require a general overview
or selective introduction to the subject.

K. G. WORMSLEY
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