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The object of Gut is to publish original papers and
reviews concerned with practice and research in the field
of gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary,
hepatic, or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the
medical, surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They
may also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The
report of a single case will be accepted only if it is of
sufficient interest in relation to a wider field of research.

COMMUNICATiONS Two copies of papers should be
addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London, WC1H 9JR. Papers are accepted only
on the understanding that they are not published else-
where without previous sanction of the Editorial Com-
mittee. They should be in double-spaced typewriting
on one side of the paper only. On the paper the name of
the author should appear with initials (or distinguishing
Christian name) only, and the name and address of the
hospital or laboratory where the work was performed.
A definition of the position held by each of the authors
in the hospital or laboratory should be stated in a covering
letter to the Editor. Communications should be kept
short, and illustrations should be included when neces-
sary; coloured illustrations are allowed only if mono-
chrome will not satisfactorily demonstrate the condition.
It is not desirable that results should be shown both as
tables and graphs.
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ILLUSTRATIONS Only essential Figures and Tables should
be included. Photographs Unmounted photographs on
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prints should be trimmed to column width (i.e. 21 in).
Diagrams These will usually be reduced to 21 in wide.
Lettering should be in either Letraset or stencil, and care
should be taken that lettering and symbols are of com-
parable size. Illustrations should not be inserted in the
text, they should be marked on the back with Figure
numbers, title of paper, and name of author. All photo-
graphs, graphs, and diagrams should be referred to as
Figures and should be numbered consecutively in the text
in Arabic numerals. The legends for illustrations should
be typed on a separate sheet. Tables Tables should be
numbered consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals
and each typed on a separate sheet.

EmIcs Ethical considerations will be taken into account
in the assessment of papers (see the Medical Research
Council's publications on the ethics ofhuman experimen-
tation, and the World Medical Association's code of
ethics, known as the Declaration of Helsinki (see British
Medical Journal (1964), 2, 177)).
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should be those used by the Biochemical Journal. In
any paper concerning electrolyte metabolism, it is
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units (see Journal of Clinical Pathology (1974), 27, 590-
597; British Medical Journal (1974), 4, 490), followed
by traditional units in parentheses. Such conversion is the
responsibility of the author.
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lowed by initials and year of publication in brackets, the
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in which the article appeared, the volume number in
Arabic numerals, followed by numbers of first and last
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Books

The British Society of Gastroenterology

Copies are still available and may be obtained from the PUBLISHING MANAGER,
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, LONDON WC1H 9JR, price £2-75, including postage



584 Notes and activities

Notes and activities
Professor Dame Sheila Sherlock

We record with pleasure that Professor
Sheila Sherlock professor of medicine,
Royal Free School of Medicine, was
appointed DBE in the Birthday Honours
List.

British Society of Gastroenterology
Research Funds
Applications are invited for financial
support for research, education and
travel or equipment from the Society's
research funds. For application forms
and further information concerning speci-
fic guidelines, please contact the Honorary
Secretary, University College Hospital,
The Rayne Institute, 5 University Street,
London, WC1E 6JJ. Closing dates for
applications: 1 February and 1 August.

Liver Meetings:
There are two forthcoming liver meetings
-namely:
The 13th Meeting of the European
Association for the study of the liver will
meet in Padua, Italy, on 31 August-2
September 1978. The programme will
include 36 communications, six working
parties, and two symposia. The secretary
of the Association is Wolfgang Arnold,
Freie Universitat Berlin, Klinikum
Charlottenburg, Department of Internal
Medicine, Spandauer Damm 130, 1000
Berlin 19 (Fed. Rep. Germany).
The International Association for the

study of the liver will meet at Fuengirola,
near Malaga, Spain, on 20-21 October
1978. There will be time for 36 com-
munications. Abstracts by 15 June to
Dr. N. Tygstrup, Medical Department A,
Rigshospitalet; 9 Blegdamsvej, 2100,
Copenhagen 0, Denmark. There will also
be a two days' postgraduate course on
advances in the treatment of liver diseases.
Write to Carroll M. Leevy, New Jersey
Medical School, Newark, New Jersey,
USA.

Books
Atlas of Gray Scale Ultrasonography
Kenneth J. W. Taylor. (Pp. 411. Illus-
trated. £19-50.) Churchill Livingstone:
London. 1978.
Ultrasound as a diagnostic tool became
available in the late '60s and was taken up
with enthusiasm by obstetricians but few
others. It was not until the grey scale
imaging techniques came into general use
in 1974 that ultrasound had much to offer
the gastroenterologist. Since then the use

of ultrasound diagnostic techniques in
gastroenterology has increased steadily
and its value as an early, non-invasive
diagnostic process shown, but there are
many clinicians who are unaware of its
potential and confused by the images
produced.

This book provides an introduction to
diagnostic ultrasound and its techniques,
makingno assumption of previous know-
ledge. Indications for scanning are dis-
cussed and the list, though not exhaustive,
indicates clinical problems in which ultra-
sound can give valuable information. The
remainder of the book is a comprehensive
collection of ultrasound images with
histories and clear, labelled, explanatory
diagrams illustrating normal and patho-
logical appearances. The chapters on liver,
biliary system, and pancreas are of particu-
lar interest to the gastroenterologist and
make the images obtained much more
comprehensible to the non-ultrasonologist.
Spleen, kidney, and great vessels are well
covered but 50 pages do not do justice to
the enormous field of obstetric ultrasound.
A number of rare lesions are illustrated,
clearly imaged by ultrasound, but it is
important to remember that tissue diag-
nosis may require supplementary tech-
niques.
Though published from America, this

book is based largely on Dr Taylor's work
at the Royal Marsden Hospital. As a
consequence, it uses British conventions of
display and presentation of images. It will
provide a valuable reference for ultra-
sonologists and a useful introduction to
help the clinican to ask the right questions
and make the best use of this relatively
new technique.

RODNEY H. TAYLOR

Microbial Ecology of the Gut Edited by
R. T. J. Clarke and T. Bauchop. (Pp.
410. Illustrated. £13-50.) Academic Press:
London. 1978.
This book on the intestinal ecology ofman
and animals contains nine chapters, four
contributed by the editors (both New
Zealanders) and the remaining five by
leading authorities from the United States
(three), the United Kingdom (one), and
Holland (one). It is, therefore, a truly
international undertaking. The first two
chapters contain background material on
microbiological and ecological techniques
and on the microbes to be found in the
gut. The next three chapters consider back-
ground data on the biochemical activities
of the gut flora in vitro, in the hind gut and

then in the foregut. Interactions are then
considered between microbes (chapter 6)
and between host and microbes (chapter
7). Much of the data on the latter inter-
actions have been obtained from studies of
gnotobiology and this is considered in
chapter 8. The last chapter deals with the
role of mathematical models. The refer-
ences are grouped at the end of each
chapter; there is also a comprehensive
index to subjects and another to organ-
isms at the end of the book.
Very much more information is avail-

able concerning the animal gut than that
of the human and this is reflected in the
contents of the book. Consideration of the
whole animal kingdom allows a much ful-
ler discussion of, for example, the factors
controlling the gut flora and of the host-
microbe interactions. The chapter on
mathematical models is especially wel-
come as, hopefully, the shape of things to
come.
The alimentary tract provides an ideal

situation for the study of microbial
ecology and there has been a need for a
book covering the work in animals to-
gether with the human studies. This book
fills that gap and is highly recommended
to all interested in this field. To those of us
who study the human gut one of the main
contributions of this book will be to keep
us aware of how far our studies lag behind
those of the veterinarians!

M. J. HILL

Infections and Parasitic Diseases of the
Intestine. Discussions in Patient Manage-
ment By H. A. Reimann and K. Juniper.
(Pp. 115. £6). Kimpton: London. 1977.
This is a concise book of many short
chapters, the first half on viral, bacterial,
and mycotic enteritis, and the second on
parasitic diseases of the intestine, including
a reference section on antiparasitic drugs.
The authors start by using the word
'dysentery' to mean bowel trouble, leading
to chapter headings like 'viral dysentery'
and 'clostridial alimentary dysentery'. As
this contradicts both centuries of medical
usage and the standard English dic-
tionaries, in all of which 'dysentery' con-
notes inflammation of the large bowel,
misunderstanding is bound to follow such
blatant disregard ofcommon usage. More
seriously, although many useful facts are
presented, the treatment is in general
superficial, and, for many subjects, so brief
as to be valueless-for example, a single
short paragraph on gluten-sensitive
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held at the Ciba Foundation in May
1977 to discuss the latest advances in the
field of hepatotrophic factors. These
mysterious hormonal factors, which
perhaps include insulin and glucagon,
seem to be important in the regeneration
of liver tissue, the control of which is still
so obscure and yet so important if we
are to understand how the liver recovers
from damage. The book is very much for
the specialists in the field, and for them
it will be essential. It will otherwise have
a limited readership, but there are two
chapters on the treatment of glycogen
storage disease by portal-caval shunt, or
by nocturnal feeding. Several chapters are
not very readable and I am sceptical of the
value of most of the discussions. A less
opulent printing of a volume that will be
out of date in two years would have
reduced its price and widened its owner-
ship, and perhaps it is a pity that Churchill
no longer publish these symposia.

R. P. H. THOMPSON

The Hypopharyngeal Diverticulum
J. J. M. van Overbeek. (Pp. 136. Paper-
back Dfl 4000.) Pergamon: Oxford. 1977.
This attractively produced little book
represents work for a thesis about
treating thedysphagia caused by a pharyn-
geal pouch by cutting the septum between
pouch and oesophagus with an electro-
cautery down an endoscope. Only a short
section of the book is devoted to this
technique and its results, which appear to
be good. The greater part is an excellent
review of the mechanism of swallowing,
and of the still mysterious upper closing
mechanism of the oesophagus. With
simple clinical observations the author
casts doubt upon some long cherished but
ill-founded beliefs, and brings a new
measure of sense and understanding to a
difficult area of normal and abnormal
physiology. There is a section on mano-
metry of the pharyngo-oesophageal junc-
tion in patients before and after treatment
which highlights the technical difficulties
of the method and the problems of inter-
pretation of the records.
The book is written in excellent English,

is well set out, adequately illustrated, and
easy to read. Its sections on anatomy,
physiology, and cineradiology will make
interesting reading for any gastroenter-
ologist, who should not be put off by the
rather limited title.

D. A W. EDWARDS

Gastric Precanceroses Edited by A. I.
Figus and L. Simon. (Pp. 257. Illustrated.
$15.) Hungarian Academy of Sciences:
Budapest. 1977.

This book is based on a series of lectures
given at a symposium on gastric pre-
canceroses given in Hungary in 1973.
The contributors come from 10 different
countries, mostly Hungary and other
Central and East European states. The
style of English as well as the unfamiliar
nomenclature make reading and under-
standing a real struggle. The term
'precanceroses' is itself discouraging,
but, published four years after the
meeting, I can find little in this book that
is new or instructive. The editors under-
took a formidable task when they tried
to integrate the contributions of such a
very diverse body of authors and the
result is a book which makes no sig-
nificant addition to the literature of
gastric precancer.

B. C. MORSON

Gastrointestinal Angiography By Stewart
R. Reuter and Helen C. Redman.
Second edition (Pp. 390. Illustrated, £15.)
W. B. Saunders: Philadelphia, London,
Toronto. 1977.
This is the second edition of a volume in
the series Monographs in Clinical
Radiology. In the preface the authors
point out that since the first edition, which
was published in 1972, there has been an
increase in the scope and accuracy of non-
invasive diagnostic imaging techniques
which has helped to crystallise the proper
value of arteriography in the diagnosis of
intra-abdominal disease. The first two
chapters deal with catheterisation equip-
ment and technique, and vascular ana-
tomy. Subsequent chapters consider the
abnormalities found in vascular disease,
tumours, trauma, gastrointestinal bleed-
ing, inflammatory disease, and cirrhosis.
Short chapters follow on x-ray equipment
and the use of drugs in angiography.
The text is readable and authoritative

and the illustrations are profuse and of
high quality. The authors have clearly
drawn upon a vast personal experience
and there are comprehensive references.
An occasional fault of such a monograph
is the desire of the authors to leave no
stone unturned, so when one reads
'reports of the use of angiography in
hepatitis are few' one can only feel that
this is perhaps fortunate. Also the simple

omission of a hyphen produces not only
such words as 'pharmacoangiography'
and 'postsinusoidal' but also such
indelicacies as 'preepinephrine' and
'posttolazoline'. However, these criticisms
are irrelevant in relation to the value of
this book as a comprehensive atlas and
reference work. It maintains the high
standard set by the first edition and can be
recommended to all departments where
angiography is performed, where it will
surely prove useful even to the experienced
angiographer and will certainly serve as a
mentor and spur to the occasional opera-
tor.

B. M. THOMAS

Chenodeoxycholic Acid and Gallstone
Dissolution Edited by A. F. Hofmann.
(Pp. 172. £9.50.) University Park Press:
Baltimore; MTP Press: Lancaster. 1977.

This comprehensive list, citing articles,
monographs, and abstracts, on the subject
has been compiled by A. F. Hofmann and
includes some references in 1977. He has
also provided an extensive subject and
author index.

Books received

Salmonella: the Food Poisoner A report
by a study group of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science 1975-
1977. (Pp. 51. No figures. £1.00 post free
from Press Office, BAAS, 23 Savile Row,
London.) 1978.

Color Atlas of Oral Medicine By William
R. Tyldesley. (Pp. 111. Illustrated. £10.00.)
Wolfe Medical Publications: London.
1978.


