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Gut publishes original papers and reviews concerned with
practice and research in the field of gastroenterology. The
field is that of alimentary, hepatic, or pancreatic disease,
and papers may cover the medical, surgical, radiological,
or historical aspects. They may also deal with the basic
sciences concerned with the alimentary tract, including
experimental work. A case report will be accepted only if it
deals with a clinical problem which has been studied in
detail and the resulting data provide material for further
research. Letters dealing with matters arising from articles
published in Gut, or with topics of general professional
interest are encouraged, but the correspondence column
should not be used for publication of original data.

COMMUNICATIONS Two copies of papers and figures
should be addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR. Papers are
accepted only on the written understanding, signed by all
authors, that they are not published elsewhere without
previous sanction of the Editorial Committee, and that all
authors agree to publication in Gut. Manuscripts should
follow the Vancouver conventions (see Br Med J 1979; 1:
532-5. Gut 1979; 20: 651-2).They should be in doublespaced typewriting on one side of the paper only. On the
paper the name of the author should appear with initials
(or distinguishing first name) only, and the name and
address of the hospital or laboratory where the work was
performed. A short summary should be provided at the
beginning of the paper.
Manuscripts will
not be acknowledged unless a stamped addressed postcard
or international reply coupon is enclosed.
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by traditional units in parentheses. In tables and illustrations value are given in SI units, but a conversion factor
must be supplied. For general guidance on the International System of Units and some useful conversion factors, see
The SI for the Health Professions (WHO, 1977). NB: Such
conversion is the responsibility of the author.

REFERENCES These follow the Vancouver system - that
is, references numbered consecutively in the text and listed
numerically with titles abbreviated in the style of Index
Medicus, Standard journal article - (list all authors when
six or less; when seven or more, list first three and add et
al): James A, Joyce B, Harvey T. Effect of long-term
cimetidine. Gut 1979; 20: 123-4. NB: Accurate punctuation
is essential.
CORRECTIONS other than printers' errors may be charged
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lettering and symbols are of comparable size. Illustrations
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AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
to be held at

THE ROYAL SOCIETY, LONDON
11th and 12th November, 1985
Organised by:
Dr Roger Williams, MD, FRCP, and the Liver Unit of King's College Hospital and
Medical School, London SE5 9RS
D Schaffritz
Speakers include:
C Trepo A J Zuckerman A L W F Eddleston
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M Peters
N Finter H C Thomas
M Rizzetto
P B Gregory
Further information concerning the scientific programme can be obtained from
Dr Roger Williams. Correspondence should be addressed to:
Dr Ralph Kohn, Advisory Services Medical Symposia Ltd,
79 Wimpole Street, London WI M 7DD

ABC OF COMPUJTING
A J ASBURY

Although computers are being widely used in medicine, their possibilities and
limitations are still not clear to many potential users. This book, aimed at the nonexpert, describes some of the uses of computers in medicine; because most
doctors' involvement will be indirect, liaising with computer experts rather than
designing systems themselves, the book concentrates on concepts rather than
detailed descriptions of how computers work. It provides a useful introduction for
the doctor who wants to know how computers can contribute to his practice
of medicine.
Price: Inland £5.75; Overseas £8.00/USA $14.00
(Inland £5.25; Overseas £7.50/USA $13.00 to BMA members)
including postage by air overseas
Payment must be enclosed with order

Order your copy now
From: The Publisher, British Medical Journal
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WCIH 9JR
or any leading bookseller

