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centre in New York has much to teach us in this
country where patients are becoming more knowl-
edgeable and anxious to discuss the arguments for and
against different policies of treatment. Dr Janowitz's
advice is always balanced and based not only on his
own experience but on a wide knowledge of the
literature. There is a striking identity ofview between
his opinions and current practice in Britain; it is
heartening that over one third of the references in his
selected bibliography come from this country and
almost half from Europe.

It is refreshing to read a short well produced book
in which the author is free to express his own
opinions. Anyone who has to advise and treat
patients with inflammatory bowel disease, whether as
a physician or surgeon, cannot fail to learn something
new from this book and, more important, gain an
insight, into the warm, sympathetic, and yet incisive
approach of a great clinician.

J E LENNARD-JONES

Water movement through lipid bilayers, pores, and
plasma membranes By A Finkelstein. (Pp. 228;
£38-45.) Chichester: John Wiley, 1987.
This short book is a monograph in the Wiley Inter-
science Distinguished Lecture series of the Society of
General Physiologists. It concentrates primarily on
the theoretical basis for water movement across
membranes and there is very little discussion of
transport across whole epithelia. The monograph is
divided into three sections, the first concentrating on
a theoretical framework for the examination of
movement of water across membranes and deals with
such topics as osmotic transport, unstirred layers,
single file transport, and porous membranes. Part 2
describes experimental data obtained from artificial
lipid bilayers and includes the effects of the polyene
antibiotics such as Nystatin and Amphotericin B
which have the ability to render membranes much
more permeable to anions and Gramicidin A, an
antibiotic which renders membranes permeable to
cations. These activities are probably responsible for
their antibacterial and antifungal activity but in the
context of membrane transport they provide useful
tools for studies on ion and water permeability. The
final section deals with data on permeability derived
from biological membranes and includes a short
section on epithelial transport but concentrates
primarily on the toad urinary bladder and on the red
cell membrane.
The book is written in a lively and interesting

manner. The large amount of theoretical discussion is
made easily understandable and although not ex-
haustive and not intended specifically for gastro-

enterologists, the monograph is a useful introduction
for researchers entering the field of gastrointestinal
epithelial transport. Much is currently being written
about intestinal 'permeability' and this book also
helps clarify what permeability is and what it is not.

LESLIE TURNBERG

Clinics in gastroenterology 14:2 Edited by T A S
Buist. (Pp. 192; illustrated; £13-50.) E Sussex: W B
Saunders, 1986.
This book is an excellent collection of short essays by
distinguished authors and covers vascular procedures
in gastrointestinal radiology, interventional radiology
of the biliary tract, and percutaneous bqiopsy and
abscess drainage.

All of the chapters are well written but one or two
of them are disappointingly short and fail to give the
depth of coverage needed to be of practical value.
The chapter on percutaneous abscess drainage is
particularly short considering the authors' extensive
experience in this field.
There are a few omissions which would have been

of interest to the general reader. Pancreatic interven-
tional procedures receive almost no coverage. The
role of percutaneous pancreatography, catheter
drainage of pseudocysts and management of pan-
creatic abscesses merit inclusion. Percutaneous
cholecystostomy and gastrostomy are important
new techniques which escape mention.
On the whole this is a well written and up to date

review of interventional radiology in gastroenter-
ology and is a useful contribution to the literature.

W R LEES

Practical laparoscopy by G Berci and A Cuschieri.
(Pp. 182; illustrated; £19-50.) London: Bailliere
Tindall, 1986.
Despite the popularity of laparoscopy in continental
Europe it has never really caught on with British
gastroenterologists. This is a pity because the
technique has so much to offer especially in the
management of liver disease. Practical laparoscopy
the British and American authors state is an intro-
ductory manual which emphasises the technique
and practical use of laparoscopy. In this they have
succeeded and their book will undoubtedly help to
popularise laparoscopy. The book is compact, easy to
read, and well illustrated. Its contents include how to
set up the instruments, comprehensive accounts of
numerous laparoscopic procedures, documentation,
and even emergency gynaecological laparoscopy.
Most importantly it abounds with practical advice
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which made me think that armed with this book and a
laparoscope I could even do it myself. Undoubtedly it
will be of value to beginners (as an adjunct to a formal
course of instruction) but I also feel sure experienced
laparoscopists will find much of interest here. The
only weakness of the book was the rather limited
number of clinical laparoscopic pictures. But this is a
practical 'how to' book so it is probably appropriate
that the reader look elsewhere in the numerous
atlases for these. In spite of this limitation I have no
hesitation in recommending it to anyone engaged in
or contemplating doing laparoscopy.

JOHN SUMMERFIELD

News
British Society of Gastroenterology Golden Jubilee
Year- 1987
The detailed planning of the Golden Jubilee Year
was undertaken by the Jubilee Committee which was
set up by the Council in 1982 under the chairmanship
of Dr J H Baron. The members of the Committee
were the President for the Golden Jubilee Year (Mr
John Alexander-Williams), the Secretaries (Dr Roy
Pounder and Dr Robert Allan), the Treasurer (Dr
John Bennett), the Secretary ofThe British Digestive
Foundation (Dr Martin Sarner), the Roadshow Con-
vener (Dr Gordon Sladen) and the Local Organising
Secretary of the Golden Jubilee Meeting (Mr James
P S Thomson). Professor C G Clark, Professor J E
Lennard-Jones and Dr R P H Thompson also served
as members of the Committee in the earlier years.

INAUGURATION OF GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR -
19 FEBRUARY 1987
The Golden Jubilee was inaugurated at a meeting at
the Royal College of Physicians attended by HRH
Princess Michael of Kent, President of The British
Digestive Foundation, who received a donation of
£100 000 from the BSG for The BDF Golden Jubilee
Appeal and launched the Roadshow.

SPECIAL REPORT IN THE TIMES -20 FEBRUARY 1987
A three-page report on the British Society of Gastro-
enterology was published by The Times.

REGIONAL MEETINGS - FEBRUARY TO JUNE 1987
Nine regional meetings of the Society were held
instead of the usual Spring Meeting:
Friday 20 February - Caledonian, Glasgow and

Ulster Gut Clubs Meeting in Edinburgh (Dr J A H
Forrest).

Friday 13 March - Wessex Gut Club Meeting at the
Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar (Dr C L Smith).

Thursday 19 and Friday 20 March - Severnside,
Cardiff, South West and Oxford Gut Clubs Meet-
ing at Clifton Zoo-(Dr R Harvey).

Thursday 26 and Friday 27 March - Shrewsbury Gut
Club Meeting at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital (Dr
G D Kerr).

Friday 2 and Saturday 4 April - North of England
Gastroenterology Society Meeting at the Univer-
sity of Bradford (Dr K D Bardhan).

Friday 24 April - North East Gastroenterology
Group Meeting at North Tees General Hospital
(Dr A R Tanner).

Thursday 30 April and Friday 26 June - Thames
Regions combined Meeting at Heathrow Hotel
(DrM Sarner).

Friday 19 June - East Anglian Gut Club in Cam-
bridge (Dr R J Dickinson).

Thursday 25 and Friday 26 June - Midland Gastro-
enterology Society Meeting at Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Birmingham (Dr E Elias).

ROADSHOW - MARCH TO JULY 1987
The Roadshow (supported by Syntex Pharmaceuti-
cals Ltd) visited 18 centres throughout the United
Kingdom. The Roadshow, planned and organised by
Dr Gordon Sladen, was an educational exhibition
including posters and videos describing the current
state of gastroenterology and suitable for both pro-
fessional and lay audiences. The eight topics and
their authors were: endoscopy (Dr A Hatfield),
imaging (Dr R Dick), hepatitis and hepatic cancer
(Professor H C Thomas), cancer excluding the liver
(Professor R C N Williamson), gall stones (Professor
R H Dowling), peptic ulcer (Dr K G Wormsley),
diet, health and gut disease (Dr K W Heaton),
hospital nutrition (Dr D B A Silk).
The following places were visited by the Road-

show: Blackpool (Dr F Lee), Newcastle (Dr R
Lendrum), Rotherham (Dr K D Bardhan), Glasgow
(Dr A Beattie), Chertsey (Dr K F R Schiller),
Southampton (DrC L Smith), Hull (Dr J R Bennett),
Nottingham (Dr R G Long), Wigan (Dr C M Bate),
Leeds (Professor M S Losowsky), Manchester (Dr T
Warnes), Wolverhampton (Dr E Swarbrick), Bristol
(Dr R Barry), Cambridge (Dr R Dickinson), Liver-
pool (Dr I Gilmore), Birmingham (Dr E Elias),
Oxford (Dr D Jewell), Scarborough (Dr C J
Mitchell). The Roadshow was on display in the
Bloomsbury Gallery at the University of London
Institute of Education during the Golden Jubilee
Meeting.

GOLDEN JUBILEE MEETING - 15-18 SEPTEMBER 1987
The Golden Jubilee Meeting was held at the Univer-
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