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Notice to Contributors
The object of Gut is to publish original papers and reviews
concerned with practice and research in the field of
gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary, hepatic,
or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the medical,
surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They may
also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The report
of a single case will be accepted only if it is of sufficient
interest in relation to a wider field of research.
There will be a section devoted to short papers on
laboratory and surgical techniques and methods of
investigation where these are not part of a larger survey.
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The arrest of intestinal epithelial 'turnover' by the use of x-irradiation
appear to have at least an extra day of life in hand
when they have reached the extrusion zones.
Secondly there is a difference in behaviour of the
dead or dying cells in various areas. Shedding from
the basement membrane generally occurs but is
strikingly apparent in the small intestine. Here the
vilii are denuded by massive desquamation, whereas
in the pylorus and colon fewer cells are lost.
From these findings it is clear that the villi are
uniquely vulnerable to epithelial loss. The collapse
and disappearance of the normal villus shape after
cell desquamation shows that its form is almost
entirely due to an intact epithelium.
Our thanks are due to Professor R. C. Curran and Dr.
J. A. C. Fleming for their encouragement and to Mr. R.
Lack for technical assistance.
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