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How to place a percutaneous endoscopic
gastrostomy and the role of "PEGs" in
enteral nutritional support
1 1 February 1992
The Central Middlesex Hospital,
London.
The half day programme, starting with a buffet lunch,
will include two presentations about enteral nutritional
support using PEGs, a demonstration session showing
PEG placement in two patients and finally a question
and answer session.
The course will be chaired and introduced by Dr D Silk
with presentations and demonstrations by
Dr S Kapadia.
The course fee is £25.00 (including buffet lunch)
Participants are being limited to 20 in number and
applications will, therefore, be accepted in order of
receipt.
Applications should be made to Mr S C Whitney,
Product Manager, E Merck Pharmaceuticals,
Winchester Road, Four Marks, Alton, Hants GU34
5HB Tel.: (0420) 64011

CONFIDENCE
INTERVAL
ANALYSIS (CIA)
In version 1.0 of this computer program
an error has been discovered in the

calculation of Spearman's rank correlation
coefficient and its confidence interval. It
is hoped that no major misinterpretation
of data has resulted. The problem has
been corrected in version 1.1 of the
program which is now available. Any
purchaser of version 1.0 who returns
their disk to us at the address below
will have it replaced by version 1.1,
free of charge.
BMJ Books Marketing
(attn. Phil D'Cunha),
BMA House, Tavistock Square,
London WC1 H 9JR.

OXFORD
TEXTBOOKi
OF CLINICAL
HEPATOLOGY
be without the

Can you afford to
most comprehensive and up-to-date
clinical reference available?
EDITED BY

Neil McIntyre, Jean-Pierre Benhamou,
Johannes Bircher, Mario Rizzetto, and
Juan Rodes
The Oxford Textbook of Clinical Hepatology is the
indispensable clinical reference for specialists in
liver disease and gastroenterologists. Edited by five
leading European experts in the liver and biliary
tract and their diseases, it provides clinicians with
clear answers to clinical problems

The two-volume set offers outstanding breadth of
coverage. There are 31 sections with
authoritative contributions from over 200
internationally respected clinicians and unique
sections on
Symptoms and signs in liver disease
> Rare diseases involving the liver
Industrial diseases affecting the liver
* The effects of diseases of other systems on
the liver
* The effects of liver diseases on other
systems
0 19261968 3, 1700 pages,
December 1991
Two-volume set £195

The
intoductory price of
£195 i available until 1 Jul 1992,
thereafter te price Will be £225.
If you have not received our detailed leaflet

please contact
John Peel, Oxford University Press,
Walton Street, Oxford OX2 6DP
Telephone (0)865 56767 ext.3469,
or Fax

(0)865 56646.
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Book reviews. Books received
Topics of essentially practical interest have
been selected for succinct description and
discussion. By avoiding the encyclopaedic
approach, controversial topics have been highlighted.
Who, therefore, would find the book of
interest? Obviously the working surgeon with a
broad knowledge of the field would encounter
certain topics often neglected by even the
largest encyclopaedia. The trainee, preparing
for postgraduate examinations, will find the
surgery of this field recast in a way different
from the conventional textbook. An interesting
and stimulating read, easy to take up and put
down, at £72 this book is not a good buy for the
individual and at best would be recommended
for a library which is well funded and already
possesses the classic text monographs in this
field.
ROBERT SHIELDS

Gastrointestinal physiology (4th ed). Edited
by L R Johnson. (Pp 176; illustrated; £16.) St
Louis: Mosby Year Book, 1991.
The book is aimed primarily at medical students. It is concise and readable, with different
aspects of gastrointestinal physiology divided
into easily digestible chapters. The formula is a
tried and tested one, with separate chapters
dealing with motor and secretory function on a
regional basis. In addition, there are two
chapters on regulation by hormones and nerves
and a final chapter on the splanchnic circulation. The book is well illustrated with simple
line drawings, flow diagrams, and tables.
Although the artwork is basic in nature, this is
probably an advantage for conceptual understanding and suits the needs of the target
readership. In terms of depth of coverage there
is little more than one finds in some general
medical physiology textbooks. In its favour,
however, it has as its source material Physiology
of the gastrointestinal tract (1987: New York,
Raven Press) also edited by L R Johnson. This
has ensured that the book is in touch with
present concepts. Clinical material is used to
illustrate physiological concepts and most
chapters contain a section on clinical tests. The
contents and direction have therefore been well
chosen for the medical student but the book
lacks depth for the more serious gastrointestinal physiologist.
D GRUNDY

Non-responders in gastroenterology: causes
and treatment. Edited by G Dobrilla, K D
Bardhan, and A Steele. (Pp 222; illustrated;
IL 90 000.) Verona: Cortina International,
1991.

The authors are to be congratulated on their
choice of the original topic of non-responders
in gastroenterology. Unfortunately, presumably because 'the Editors decided not to add to
their burden with strict rules regarding the size
and structure of their articles', the experts
selected, many of whom are 'long-standing
personal friends', have mostly ignored their
brief. They have instead given a textbook
review of the topic with little on the size of the
problem, appropriate further investigations,
management plans to bring the patient into
remission, and evidence of trials of the efficacy
of such treatment, all of which the reader has
the right to expect.

Moreover the pace of advances in our
understanding of pathophysiology, pathogenesis, and pharmacology of gastrointestinal
disease is so fast as to make some of the chapters
outdated even as they appear in print. Thus,
omeprazole has only 30 lines in 16 pages on
refractory reflux oesophagitis, and only two of
10 pages on H2 antagonist resistant ZE syndrome. Cisapride has one citation in 10 pages
on idiopathic constipation. The editors' 39
page chapter on duodenal ulcer devotes nine
lines to Helicobacter pylori. No recommendations are made for the investigation (such as
serum gastrin and acid studies) of postsurgical
recurrent ulcers.
Honourable exceptions are S Domschke's
resistant pancreatic steatorrhoea, Howdle's
algorithm for coeliac non-responders, and
Maydeo and Soehandra, who confidently 'conclude there is no patient with oesophageal
varices who is recalcitrant to ... aggressive ...
sclerotherapy ... and the use of... HistoacrylBlau' (n-butyl 2 cyanoacrylate). The chapters
follow in the usual caudad direction from
burning mouth to solitary rectal ulcer via the
liver (ascites, itching) and pancreas. Perhaps
the wisest words in this book are by Tygstrup:
Most studies 'are casuistic rather than therapeutic trials ... physicians try many different
types of treatment, and it is not surprising that
the capriciousness of the reactions occasionally
leads to a small series of favourable results,
which is then published'. Because of this
'publicity bias', 'unless a completely effective
and safe therapy becomes available, there is no
alternative to randomised clinical trials . . .
to quantitate the problem of non-responders,
to decide if they have special clinical characteristics, and to select combinations for optimal
treatment of non-responders'.
J H BARON

ALl titles reviewed here are available from
the BMJ Bookshop, PO Box 295, London
WC1H 9TE. Prices include postage in the UK
and for members of the British Forces Overseas,
but overseas customers should add £2 per item
for postage and packing. Payment can be made
by cheque in sterling drawn on a UK bank, or by
credit card (Mastercard, Visa, or American
Express), stating card number, expiry date, and
full name.

Diagnostic picture tests in urology. N J R
George, P Sambrook. (Pp 128; illustrated;
£7.95.) London: Wolfe Publishing Ltd, 1991.
Falk symposium 56, Trends in inflammnatory
bowel disease therapy. Edited by C N
Williams. (Pp 462; illustrated; £65.)
Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic, 1991.
Intestinal anisakiasis in Japan. H Ishikura,
K Kikichu, eds. (Pp 265; illustrated; DM 218.)
Tokyo: Springer-Verlag, 1990.

Complex carbohydrates in foods. The report
of the British Nutrition Foundation Task
Force. (Pp. 164; illustrated; £45.) London:
Chapman & Hall, 1990.
Viral hepatitis C. D and E. Toshio Shikata,
Robert H Purcell, Toshikazu Uchida, eds.
(Pp 405; illustrated; D fl 295.) Amsterdam:
Excerpta Medica, 1990.
Advances in nephrology. J-P Grunfeld, J F
Bach, J-L Funck-Bretano, M H Maxwell, eds.
(Pp 323; illustrated; £47.) St Louis: Mosby
Year Book, 1991.
Year Book of urology. Jay Y Gillenwater,
Stuart S Howards, eds. (Pp 322; illustrated;
£37.) St Louis: Mosby Year Book, 1990.

Coeliac disease 40 years gluten-free. M L
Mearin, C J J Mulder, eds. (Pp 213; illustrated;
£52.50.) Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic, 1991.
Intestinal and pancreatic adaptation. Proceedings of the 4th International Conference
held in Berlin, 1989. (Pp 478; illustrated; £74.)
Basel: S Karger, 1990.
Decision making in urology. Martin I
Resnick, Anthony A Caldamone, J Patrick
Spirnak. (Pp 250; illustrated; £46.)
Philadelphia: B C Decker, 1991.
Large bowel cancer: policy, prevention,
research and treatment. P Rozen, C B Reich,
S J Winawar, eds. (Pp 000; illustrated;
Sw fr 279.) Basel: S Karger, 1991.
The concise Korner coding book of general
surgery and urology. Richard Earlam, compiler. (Pp 103; not illustrated; £10.95)
London: Chapman & Hall, 1991).
The hepatitis delta virus. John L Gerin,
Robert H Purcell, Mario Rizzetto, eds.
(Pp 481; illustrated; price not stated.) New
York: John Wiley, 1991.

BOOKS
RECEIVED

Cancer of the large bowel. Sir Geoffrey
Slaney, Jean Powell, Christopher C
McConkey, et al eds. (Pp 241; illustrated; £50.)
London: Macmillan Press, 1991.

Topics in colorectal disease. R John
Nicholls, Neil J McC Mortensen, John M A
Northover, eds. (Pp 160; illustrated; DM 86.)
Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag, 1991.

Dietary fibre: chemical and biological
aspects. Edited by D A T Southgate,
K Waldron, I T Johnson and G R Fenwick.
(Pp 386; illustrated; £47.50.) Norwich: Royal
Society of Chemistry, 1990.
Advances in neurology Volume 3. Edited by
Bernard Lytton. (Pp 218; illustrated; £50.)
Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers, 1990.

Gastric peptic secretion. R Cheli, A Perasso,
G Testino. (Pp 125; illustrated; 60000 lira)
Verona: Cortina International, 1991.

Mechanisms of injury, protection and repair
of the upper gastrointestinal tract. A Garner,
P E O'Brien, eds. (Pp 540; illustrated; £50.)
Chichester: John Wiley, 1991.
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