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Gut publishes original papers, short rapid communications, leading articles, and reviews concerned with all
aspects of the scientific basis of diseases of the alimentary tract, liver, and pancreas. Case reports will only be
accepted if of exceptional merit. Letters related to
artiEles published in Gut or with topics of general professional interest are welcomed. Authors should include
the names and addresses of four experts whom the
authors consider suitable to peer review their work.
COMMUNICATIONS Three copies of the manuscript and
figures should be addressed to the Editor, Gut, BMA
House, Tavistock Square, London WC 1H 9JR, UK (tel:
0171 383 6157; fax: 0171 383 6787 Email:
10131 7.465@compuserve.com). Manuscripts should
follow the Vancouver conventions (see BMJ 1979; i:
532-5. Gut 1979; 20: 651-2). They should be in double
spaced typewriting on one side of the paper only. The
title page should include the name of the author with
initials or distinguishing first name only, and the name
and address of the hospital or laboratory where the work
was performed. The paper must include a precise summary of the work of less than 200 words, which should be
divided into six sections headed background, aims,
patients (or subjects), methods, results, and conclusions.
Keywords (maximum six) should be included. Use of
abbreviation is discouraged. A separate covering letter
signed by all authors must state that the data have noe
been published elsewhere in whole or in part and that all
authors agree to publication in Gut. Previous publication
in abstract form must be disclosed in footnote. Papers
must not be published elsewhere without prior permission of the Editorial Committee. If requested, authors
shall produce the data upon which the manuscript is
based for examination by the editor.
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not be inserted in the text but marked on the back with
the figure numbers, title of paper and name of author.
All photographs, graphs, diagrams should be referred to
as figures and should be numbered consecutively in the
text in Arabic numerals. The legends for illustrations
should be typed on a separate sheet.
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Ethical aspects will be considered in the assessof papers (see the Medical Research Council's publications on the ethics of human experimentation, and
the World Medical Association's code of ethics, known
as the Declaration of Helsinki (see BMJ 1964; ii: 177)).
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1977). NB: Such conversion is the responsibility of the
author.
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six authors, then add et al.
CORRECTIONS other than printers' errors may be
charged to the author.
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All measurements except blood pressure are
expressed in SI units. In tables and illustrations values
are given in SI units. For general guidance on the
International System of Units and some useful conversion factors, see The SI for Health Professions (WHO,
SI
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