
Editorial Committee

C. C. BOOTH
WILFRID CARD
EDWARD R. CULLINAN
SIR CHARLES DODDS
HENRY T. HOWAT
THOMAS HUNT
ANDREW W. KAY
H. A. MAGNUS

EDITOR British Medical Journal
HAROLD C. EDWARDS (Editor)

The object of Gut is to publish original papers and reviews
concerned with practice and research in the field of
gastroenterology. The field is that of alimentary, hepatic,
or pancreatic disease, and papers may cover the medical,
surgical, radiological, or historical aspects. They may
also deal with the basic sciences concerned with the
alimentary tract, including experimental work. The report
of a single case will be accepted only if it is of sufficient
interest in relation to a wider field of research.
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mucous membranes which resembled adult kwashiorkor.
Significant abnormalities were found in the jejunal

mucosa in pancreatogenous diabetes. The more grossly
abnormal mucosal changes were related to impaired
d-xylose excretion.

131 albumin turnover studies failed to demonstrate
abnormal protein loss into the intestinal lumen.

Liver function tests and liver biopsy material failed to
demonstrate any significant hepatic abnormality apart
from excess iron in the liver cells in some cases.

THE RESULTS OF SURGICAL REPAIR OF HIATUS HERNIA

D. A. W. EDWARDS, J. W. P. GUMMER, S. F. PHILLIPS, and
E. N. ROWLANDS (London) The symptomatic and

radiological results of repair operations for hiatus hernia
performed between 1951 and 1963 were examined in 63
patients. In spite of a high incidence (about 60%) of
post-operative radiological evidence of some degree of
reflux the symptoms of the corrosive action of gastric
juice were usefully reduced in severity in 90%. Vagotomy
and drainage, or gastric resection, did not influence the
symptomatic result but contributed an additional source
for morbidity. Simple repair is very likely to relieve
symptoms of corrosion and regurgitation but less likely to
relieve vomiting, excessive belching, or dysphagia. About
7% of patients with hiatus hernia were operated upon and
at least 50 patients felt the operation was worthwhile.
Dissatisfaction arose because of complications or failure
to relieve certain symptoms.
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Functional histochemistry of the small bowel mucosa in
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The measurement of albumin leak into the gastro-
intestinal tract using 31I-albumin and ion exchange
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The permeation of gastric epithelial cells by leucocytes
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ponents of gastric and salivary mucopolysaccharides
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reference to causation

Copies are still available and may be obtained from the PUBLISHING MANAGER,

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.I., price 18s. 6D.

284


